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Welcome to the Spring issue of Anar¬ 
chy! For all those who were sickened by the 
one-sided media coverage of the US-led, hi- 
tech slaughter of Iraqi civilians and military 
personnel, this issue’s "Sad Truth" section 
begins with a piece by Charlatan Stew titled 
"No state solution is a good solution." "The 
media war!" follows with commentary on the 
extent to which the Gulf conflict was also a 
psychological war waged on the U.S. popu¬ 
lace. The "Alternative Media Review" has 
expanded to include more book and pam¬ 
phlet reviews, along with all the usual peri¬ 
odical reviews. We’re still playing catch-up 
with "International Anarchist News.” This 
time around it includes news from Hungary, 
Italy, the Soviet Union and the Netherlands, 
and Piotr Tyminsky gives us a skeptical view 
of the collapse of the Iron Curtain in "East¬ 
ern Europe: Real revolution?" We have also 
just about caught up with our backlog of 
letters with this issue, though we have a few 
more to clean up in the Summer issue. 

The features for this issue begin with our 
serialization of Raoul Vaneigem’s The Revo¬ 
lution of Everyday Life, which continues this 
time with "The age of happiness." Other 
features include James Koehnline’s excellent 
study of the "Legend of the Great Dismal 
maroons"—an important aspect of the little 
known dark side of American history, Stefan 
Wray’s report on last Fall’s important "Ber¬ 
lin meeting on international communica¬ 
tion,” and Charlatan Stew’s perspective on 
the "Myths of the anti-war movement." 

North American Anarchist Review 

As an insert in this issue we’re including 
the fourth edition of the North American 
Anarchist Review. We believe it is extremely 
important to bring together more libertarian 
publishers and readers as the possibilities 
for the development of a wider libertarian 
resistance continue to develop. With this 
issue NAAR has returned to an 8-page 
format with a print run of 2,000 (besides the 
5,000 which have been included as supple¬ 
ments inside Anarchy). NAAR is a non-profit 
project (editorially separate from Anarchy) 
which is published by CA.L. in partnership 
with Left Bank Distribution. If you’re inter¬ 
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ested in helping with this effort by contrib¬ 
uting to, distributing, o'r advertising in 
NAAR, please contact us as soon as possible. 

Next issues 

The planned "Women & Anarchy" issue 
has been put off again. The women original¬ 
ly interested in editing the issue have not 
had the time to do so because of other 
commitments. This means that we may have 
to wait until the coming Fall or Winter to 
put this together. When it became clear the 
"Women & Anarchy" issue wouldn’t make it 
this time around, we also considered devot¬ 
ing this issue to a quick survey of the Situa- 
tionist International and beyond. However 
problems with gathering material have 
resulted in this being put off until the Sum¬ 
mer issue. Those interested in contributing 
material for the next issue please note that 
the deadline (for the Summer issue only) 
has been moved up a month because of 
anticipated production & distribution delays 
due to some staff going out of town this 
Spring. Suggestions for future issues include 
"Anarchy & Violence," "Anti-organization," 
and "Libertarian Education." Contributions 
are welcome for upcoming issues, although 
as always, we cannot guarantee that every¬ 
thing submitted will make it into print. 

More thanks for your support! 

As you can see this issue remains the 
same size as the last, 36 pages. New sub¬ 
scriptions are still slowly but steadily coming 
in. We now mail each issue out to over 900 
addresses on our subscription list, as well as 
sending out about 500 sample issues every 
three months. We send about 1,650 copies 
of each issue out to newsstands and distribu¬ 
tors as well. As you can see from the finan¬ 
cial statement on the opposite page, we 
received about $1,580 in donations during 
1990. Most of these donations were from 
sustaining contributors, without whom we’d 
be hard pressed to continue publishing! 

Our current sustaining subscribers in¬ 
clude: B.K. of Canoga Park, CA.; B.B. of 
Numazu-shi, Japan; L.C., T.O., A.H., A.D. 
& S.H. of Columbia, MO.; A.M. of Farm- 
ingdale, NJ.; DA. of Carbondale, IL.; A.H. 
of New Braunfels, TX.; A.G. of Paris, 
France; L.P. of Detroit, MI.; G.M. of Yel¬ 
low Springs, OH., LA. of Chicago, IL.; S.S. 


Mailing codes 

For those who are interested in such things, if you re¬ 
ceived this issue of Anvcfy by mail, there was likely a short 
code in the upper right corner of the mailing label. The code 
key follows (the number in the codes almost always indicates 
the last issue number of your subscription): 

w indicates that you are a U.S. subscriber whose 
subscription will run out with this issue or that for some other 
reason we’re sending you a copy of the current issue. Other 
numbers alone indicate that your subscription will end with 
that number or already has ended with that number. So, if 
your mailing code indicates that your subscription has ended 
with this issue, now is the time to renew! 

•(P28)- indicates that you are receiving a free prisoner’s 
subscription, but that it will expire with the issue number 
indicated unless you contact us to let us know that you wish 
to continue receiving Anmch/. 

"(S28)" indicates that you paid a little extra to receive your 
subscription in plain brown envelopes. 

■<Z28 )■ indicates that you paid even more in order to 
receive your subscription by 1st class mail in plain brown 
envelopes. 

"(L28)" indicates that you are a library/institutional 
subscriber. 

■(F28)- indicates that you are a subscriber living in another 
country besides the U.S. 

-(X)- indicates that we exchange (or at least wish to 
exchange) with your periodical on a regular (all-for-all) basis, 
and that you publish in the U.S. If we hear from you, we’ll 
most likely continue sending Arvc/iy. If we don’t, sooner or 
later (probably sooner) we’ll stop sending it. 

-(X28)- indicates that we are exchanging with you on an 
issue-for-issue basis, and that you indeed have sent us a 
copy of your publication since our last issue was mailed out. 

•<FX)' indicates that we exchange with your periodical (or 
wish to) and that you publish outside the U.S. Keep sending 
us your publication, and most likely we’ll keep sending you 
ours, even if it drives both of us into bankruptcy. 

"(M10)" indicates that for one reason or another we’re 
sending you multiple copies of each issue of Ars*n/J/~usually 
in the amount of the number following the ’’M." You might be 
a bookstore or distributor. You might just be a good friend or 
special contributor. If you get a bill with your multiple copies 
you’re probably one of the former. If you don’t get billed, 
consider yourself one of the latter! 

"(C28)" indicates that you’ve been a contributor to Armchy 
at some point, and we’re sending you a free subscription 
ending with the issue number given. 

For those whose mailing codes don’t make sense by this 
schema, maybe we marked them wrong, maybe we forgot 
them, or just maybe you’re not who you seem! 
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of Lake Orion, MI.,P.K. of Providence, RI; 
E.K. of Edmonton, Alberta, T.D. of Man¬ 
hattan Beach, CA., S.L. of Lewisville, TX., 
D J. of Los Angeles, CA., J.J. of Union City, 
CA. & C.R. of Glenolden, PA. Thank you 
all for your extra support! Sustaining con¬ 
tributors to Anarchy donate $50 to $100 per 
year-which includes a First Class subscrip¬ 
tion. 


Foreign-language literature 

Although we receive many foreign-lan¬ 
guage periodicals from around the world, 
none of us are all that fluent in languages 
other than English. We’d like to offer this 
foreign-language literature for the cost of 
postage to anyone interested in reading it in 
more detail. Just send stamps, cash, check 
or money order (made out to CA.L.) to 
Toni Otter, c/o CA.L., POB 1446, Colum¬ 
bia, MO 65205-1446. The more postage you 
send the more literature we’ll be able to 
send to you. 


Errata 

Due to the last minute rush of layout we 
weren’t able to correct several errors before 
we went to press. In this column in the last 
issue I was able to mention that Joel Fea- 
therstone’s essay, titled "Hearts and minds: 
The failure of sex abuse education," was 
reprinted from the excellent journal Uncom¬ 
mon Desires. But I failed to credit the 
source at the end of the text itself, thus 
leaving off the address for Uncommon 
Desires (c/o n.s.aristoff, POB 2377, New 
York, NY. 10185), which I do recommend 
checking out. 

Syndicat des Eleves (2035 Boul. St-Laur- 
ent, Montreal, Quebec, H2X 2T3 Canada) 
has indicated that copies of the pamphlet/Is 
Soon As You're Bom They Make You Feel 
Small (partially reprinted in our last issue) 
are $1.25 from them, rather than the $3.00 
we listed it for. 

-Lev Chemyi 


ANARCHY CONTACT 
NETWORK 


This is a listing of addresses of groups 
and individuals who would like to see the 
growth and development of a post-situa- 
tionist, anti-ideological revolutionary ten¬ 
dency. The list will help enable those parti¬ 
cipating to make regional contacts and 
intercommunication links. 

If you'd like to see your address added to this 
listing please write to us, explaining where you 
stand and why you wish to be listed. Neither 
"good intentions" nor vague commitments to 
“anarchism" will be accepted as adeq uate reasons 
for inclusion. We are only looking for contacts 
who are serious ly/playfulty interested in anarchic 
communication/action. 

(Note: We are only compiling this list, we are 
not endorsing the positions of those who have 
asked to be listed.) 


Josephine Qeurls 

POB 3502 
Madison, Wl. 53704 
[formerly Karen Eliot] 

Assn, for Ontological 
Anarchy 

c/o Autonomedia 
Box 568 

Brooklyn, NY. 11211 

Bayou La Rose 
c/o Arthur Miller 
302 N. "J" St., Apt 3 
Tacoma, WA. 98403 

Attack International 
BM 6577 

London WC1N 3XX 
England 

"bOB" McQlynn 

528 5th Street 
Brooklyn, NY. 11215 


Trevor 

POB 23061 

Knoxville, TN. 37933- 
1061 

Tad Kepley 

POB 401721 
Brooklyn, NY. 11240 

David Effigy 

1B03 Mission St., #172 
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060 

Wendy S. Duke 
POB 80044 
Akron, OH. 44308 

Eleutheros Prod. 

POB 2265 
Albany, NY. 12220 


This listing will be updated at least twice a year to 
make sure those listed really are interested in being listed, 
and that they still are answering inquiries, if your name has 
been removed from this listing, it is because you didn't 
reply to the last mailing sent out in October. Let us know 
once again that you're interested, and we'R return your 
address to the listing in the next issue. 
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I Anarchy | 
distributors 


Anarchy can be found at the following 
bookshops and stores. We urge you to check 
out the listings for your area. 


Aardvarx 

17 N. 10th St 
Columbia, MO. 65201 

Doeom of Ishtar Bookstore 

1027 E. Walnut St 
Columbia, MO. 65201 

Peace Nook 

604-C E. Broadway 
Columbia, MO. 65201 

Sait of the Earth Records 

207 S. Ninth St 
Columbia, MO. 65201 

@ Central 

208 East 7th St 
New York, NY. 10009 

Amok 

4005 Sunset Blvd. 

L.A., CA. 90029 
(interesting mailorder 
catalog) 

Arm the Spirit 

Box 475 
253 College St 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5T 1R5 Canada 
(mailorder catalog) 

Blacklist Mailorder 

475 Valencia St 

San Francisco, CA. 94103 

(mailorder catalog only) 

Bob's News A Book-Store 
1619 S. Andrews Ave. 

Ft Lauderdale, FL. 33316 

Bound Together Books 

1369 Haight St 
\ San Francisco, CA. 94117 
(mailorder catalog also) 

City Lights 

261 Columbus 

San Francisco, CA. 94133 

Fifth Estate Bookstore 

4632 Second Ave. • 
Detroit Ml. 

[hours vary, so call first 
@ (313) 831-6300] 

Hungry Head Books 

1241 Willamette St 
Eugene, OR. 97401 

Laughing Horse Books 

1322 NW 23 
Portland, OR. 97201 

Left Bank Books 

399 North Euclid 
St Louis, MO. 63106 

Left Bank Book^are 
92 PfceSt 
Seattle, WA. 96101 

Left Hand Books 
A Records 

1200 Pearl, Lower Level 
Boulder, CO. 60302 

Living Batch BookSw 

106 Cornell SE. 
Albuquerque, NM. 


The Love Garden 

93672 Massachusetts 
Lawrence, KS. 66044 

Normal’s 

429 E. 31st Street 
Baltimore, MD. 21218 

Opening Books 

403 Pratt Avenue NE 
Huntsville, AL. 35801 

Perennial Books 

94A-1 Lake Rd. 

Valley Cottage, NY. 10989 
(mailorder catalog only) 

The Primal Plunge 

107 Brighton Ave. 

Allston, MA. 02134 

Rainbow Book Store 

426 W. Gilman St. 

Madison, Wl. 53703 

Redwing Blackbird Diet 

POB 2042 

Decatur, GA. 30031-2042 
(mailorder catalog only) 

Renaissance Books 

3688 Sunnyside Dr. 

Riverside, CA. 92516 

Reptilian Records A Comics 

403 S. Broadway 
Baltimore, MD. 21231 

Revolution Books 

38 JFK St 

Cambridge, MA. 02138 

RubyfruK Books 
666-4 W. Tennessee St 
Tallahassee, FL. 32304 

Saint Mark's Bookshop 

12 St Mark’s PI. 

New York, NY. 10003 

Salt of the Earth Books 

2128 Central Ave. SE. 
Albuquerque, NM. 

Second Story Books 
3322 Greenmount Ave. 
Baltimore, MD. 21218 

Theater Oobteck 

5153 N. Ashland 
Chicago, IL. 60640 

Wooden Shoe Books 

112 South 20th St 
Philadelphia, PA. 19103 


And outside North America: 

Black and Red 

113E Gerrard Street 
Aberdeen, AB1 1EY 
Scotland, U.K. 

Hat Fort Van SJakoo 
Jodenbreestraat 24 
1011 NK Amsterdam 
Netherlands 


Anarchy Is also handled by the following whole¬ 
sale distributors: 


A Distribution 

396 7th St, #2 
Jersey City, NJ. 07302 

Armadillo A Co., Diet 
928 California Ave. 

Venice, CA. 90291 

Daybreak Distributors 
45 Spencer Ave. 

Somerville, MA. 02144 

Don Olson Distribution 

2645 16th Ave. South 
Minneapolis, MN. 55407 

Fine Print Diet, Inc. 

6448 HWY290 East, #B104 
Austin, TX. 78723 

Left Bank Distribution 

4142 Brooklyn NE., #201 
Seattle, WA. 98105 
(these folks also have an 
extensive mailorder catalog 
for retail sales). 

Subterranean Records 

POB 2530 

Berkeley, CA. 94702 
(distributor to record stores) 


Tower Magazines 

2550 Del Monte St 

West Sacramento, CA. 95691 

Ubiquity Distributors, Inc. 

607 Degraw St 
Brooklyn, NY. 11217 


And outside North 
America: 

AK Distribution 
3 Balmoral Place 
Stirling FK8 2RD 
Scotland 

(these folks also have an 
extensive mailorder catalog 
for retail sales) 

Counter Productions 

PO Box 556 
London SE5 0RL 
England 


Inquiries lor sales or distribution to: 
Anarchy. c/o C_A.i_ 

POB 1446 

Columbia, MO. 65205-1446 
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East Berlin’s Mainzerstrasse in ruins after a massive police assault on squats. 

Photo by Peter Horrumn, reprinted from Brand #41/Dec. ’90 (Box 150 15, 104 65 Stockholm, Sweden). 


Berlin squats attacked 


Before the most brutal police action in 
recent West and East German history on 
November 14th, the Mainzerstrasse in East 
Berlin was a culturally and politically 
vibrant center for resistance in the city. 
Twelve houses—among them a gay house and 
cultural center, a women's and lesbian house, 
a bookstore and an info-coffee shop—had been 
squatted by over 100 people from East and 
West Berlin for more than six months. Several 
times, the houses had been targets of neo- 
fascist attacks because of their openly radical 
politics. Like all the other 130 squats in East 
Berlin, the Mainzerstrasse was represented in 
the squatters’ plenary which was negotiating 
with the city administration for contracts for all 
the squats. 

Despite rhetorical claims, the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party/Alternative List senate refused to 
offer contracts for the houses in the Mainzer¬ 
strasse. Then, on Monday Nov. 12th, heavily 
armed police forces evicted three other long¬ 
term squats in different parts of East Berlin in 
a surprise attack. They were not met with any 
resistance, since the general analysis had been 
that the city government would not evict any 
squats before the federal and city elections 
scheduled for December 2nd. 

When the inhabitants of the Mainzerstrasse 
learned about the evictions, which took place 
without any legal basis, some 50 people gath¬ 
ered for a spontaneous demonstration on a 
nearby avenue and a small barricade was 
erected to protect the demo from cars. The 
cops took the demo as a pretext to drive 


through the Mainzerstrasse in full force, shoot¬ 
ing CS gas and water cannons into squats and 
regular tenants’ buildings alike as a premedi¬ 
tated provocation. 

After the departure of the police forces from 
the street, people in Mainzerstrasse started to 
build serious defense barricades as a means 
to prevent imminent eviction attempts for as 
long as possible in order to gain time for 
political negotiations. Over the course of the 
afternoon and that night, more than 1,000 
supporters gathered in the Mainzerstrasse 
while police forces tried to attack the street 
several times without being able to break 
through the barricades. At the same time, 
concerned neighbors, representatives of East 
Germany's civil rights movement, as well as 
parliamentarians from the PDS and the New 
Forum formed an ad-hoc round table in sup¬ 
port of the squats and unsuccessfully tried to 
negotiate a political solution with the SPD/AL 
governing coalition. 

Tuesday say a massive media propaganda 
effort by the Social Democrats and the police 
forces throughout Germany, in order to crimin¬ 
alize the squatters and disclaim any legitimacy 
for their demands. West Berlin’s mayor Walter 
Momper (SPD) called the squatters "chaotes 
willing to kill* and stated that the 'lawless 
space of the Mainzerstrasse* had to vanish 
immediately. He denied that social problems 
(such as the fact that in East Berlin alone 
25,000 apartments remain vacant while there 
are tens of thousands of homeless) are at the 
heart of the conflict. At the same time, special 
police units were sent to East Berlin from 
around Germany. It is interesting to note that 
Continued on page 8 


1990 C.A.L. Financial Statements 

Income Satement Balance Sheet 


Income 

Sales (subscriptions, 

i_i. : _•._ i_i_» 


back issues, books). 

Distributor Sales. 

Donations. 

..$7,235.51 

...5,705.50 

...1.584.12 

Gross Receipts. 

Interest Received. 

..14,525.13 
.8.18 

Total income. 

.if4,533.JT 

Exconst: 

Cost of Printing. 

Materials & Supplies.. 
Wholesale Books Cost.. 
Total Cost of Goods... 

..$5,801.21 

.808.39 

.90.00 

..$6,699.60 

Advertising. 

Postage Costs. 

Office Expenses. 

Refunds. 

Returned Checks. 

Fees & Legal Expenses. 
Bank Service Charges.. 
Other Total Costs. 

..$2,329.00 

...5,773.74 

.136.22 

.40.76 

.12.43 

.$2.00 

.$38.71 

..$8,332.86 

Total Expense. 

MET IMCOC. 

.$15,032.46 

..<$499.15> 

(Note that CA.L. had a net Income for the 
year of -$499.15. This was made possible by 
loans from participants In the project.) 


Assets 

Cash.$33.10 

Checking Account.421.80 

Savings Account. ....154.09 

Total Cash Assets.$608.99 

Books Inventory.85.20 

Periodicals Inventory .698.99 

Total Inventory Assets_$784.19 

Sales Tax Bond. 100.00 

Total Assets.$1,493.18 

Liabilities 

Outstanding loans. .2.285.95 

Total Liabilities.$2,285.95 

Capital/Equity 

Retained Earnings_ _<792.77 > 

Total Bet Equity... .<$792.77> 

Total Liabilities 

t Equity.$1,493.18 

Despite the fact that we have enormous 
antipathy for bookkeeping and all the legal 
capitalist requirements tor maintaining a publish¬ 
ing project, we’re presenting these figures In 
order to let our readers, supporters and collabo¬ 
rators know how (A what) we’re doing financially. 
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Spring 1991 
Press run: 5,000 

Anarchy is a quarterly publication of 
C.A.L. press. We sell no advertising, have 
no paid staff, and finance this journal 
entirely through donations, newsstand 
sales and subscriptions. 

Subscriptions are currently: 

$9.00U.S./six issues in the U.S. (unwrapped, 
3rd Class bulk mall) 

$12.0011.S./six Issues In Canada or Mexico, 
8rfor U.S. subscribers who want to receive their 
subscriptions In plain envelopes (3rd Class) 

$15.00U.S./slx Issues for our library/in- 
stltutlonal rate 

$15.00U.S. for First Class subscriptions In 
plain envelopes in the U.S. 

S15.00U. S./six Issues for other continents by 
Surface mail 

$30.00U.S./six Issues for other continents by 
Airmail 

Back issues are available postpaid for $2.50 
for the first one (in the U.S. by 1st Class mail, 
Surface mail to other continents), $2.00 each for 
additional copies (2nd to 10th) and $1.00 each 
for further copies (11th and up). Airmail orders 
to other continents must include $2.50 extra for 
each copy ordered. Issues #1 & 2 (xeroxed) & 
#6 to #26 (originals) are now available. Sorry, 
#3-5 are not In print. 

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO 
THE C.A.L. (WE CANNOT ACCEPT CHECKS 
MADE OUT TO Anarchy?) And keep In mind 
that, If your subscription Is by Third-Class mail, 
YOU MUST SEND US CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
NOTICES PROMPTLY (this means at least 4 
weeks before you move!) in order to be assured 
that you’ll receive all your copies. The Post 
Office does not forward them! And we can’t 
afford to freely send out extra copies. 

Please send checks or money orders In U.S. 
dollars only. U.S., Canadian or British paper 
currencies are also acceptable. (If you must 
make out your check In a foreign currency, add 
U.S.$10.00 for conversion.) Subscriptions are 
free to prisoners. Sustaining contributors donate 
$50.00 to $100.00 per 6 Issues. Please address 
subscriptions, contributions, submissions and 
letters to: 

CJLL, POB 1446 
Columbia, MO. 65205-1446 
U.S. A. 

U.S. subscribers, please allow 90 days for 
delivery If you are subscribing at 3rd Class 
rates; 1st Class allow 30 days. Foreign sub¬ 
scribers, please allow adequate delivery time for 
Surface rate subscriptions (up to 3 months). 

We're seeking 2nd Class postal status, and 
very rarely we will exchange our mailing list with 
other publications and projects which we trust, 
nease notify us when subscribing If you do not 
want your address used for these purposes. 

Buii o o pi » for resale in North America (at a 
newsstand price of $2.00) are available at 40% discount 
for 6 to 19 copies; 45% discount for 20 to 59 copies; 
50% discount for 60 to 99 copies; and 60% discount for 
lOOormorecopies. Masthead returns are adequate. (An 
accelerated discount schedule is available for those who 
are wiling to make whole copy returns; 50% tor 40 to 58 
copies, and 60% for 60 or more copies.) Buk orders tor 
resale outside of North America (shipped by surface 
mat): 20% discount for 6 to 19 copies; 40% discount for 
20 or more copies. Overseas Airmat terms: please 
enquire. (Buk copies of selected beck issues for free 
distribution ONLY [and marked as such!] can generaty 
be ottaJned for the price of postage and handling by 
contacting us-we suggest sending about 15*20$ per 
copy for 50 to 150 copies for those who live in the U.S. 
(send a minimum of $7.50). Outside the U.S., postage is 
morel Currently, a limited number of copies of #19, 
#20/21 (double issue), #22 #23 & #24 are available.) 

For eubaiMona, please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope with at articles, stories, photos, and 
graphic art t you wish to have them returned. Short news 
and comment articles which are used in the 'The Sad 
Truth,* 'Radical News in Review,' and 'International Anar¬ 
chist News* may be edited for brevity and style. Other 
submissions (features, etc.) wtl be edited only with the 
author's permission. Untt we can afford to remunerate 
authors, photographers, and graphic artists for their 
published contributions we wtl give free issues &/or sub¬ 
scriptions, or other appropriate tokens of our ap¬ 
preciation. The deadlines for subm issions are Feb. 1 st for 
the Spring issue, May Istfor the Summer issue, Aug. 1st 
for the Fat issue, and Nov. 1st for the Winter issue, but 
t always helps to get submissions in earlier! 

Editorial advisory group: A Hacker, Shagbark 
Hickory, Toni Otter, Noa, MiketZhan, Avid Darkly, Emma 
Kotwtz (poetry editor) and Lev Chemyi. 

Many thanks for typing assistance to D.D., B. and S. 

The views expressed in the articles, graphics, letters, 
etc. published in AnercA/do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the CAL., or those of the editorial staff. 

Anticopyright-AraartAjr may be reprinted at wit for 
non-profit purposes, except in the case of individual 
articles, graphics and other contributions copyrighted by 
their creators or previous publishers. 

AnmxJiy is indexed in the Attemxttvw A i m Index 
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THE SAD TRUTH 


In the Middle East and Everywhere Else 

No state solution is a good solution 


Note: Although this essay was written before the 
U S-led mass-slaughter was unleashed upon Kuwait 
and Iraq, it remains just as important and its truth 
is as obvious and urgent as evei~for those who can 
still think for themselves. 

T he situation in the Middle East de¬ 
mands the attention and deep con¬ 
cern of all of us. Once again the gov¬ 
ernment is gearing up to solve a problem 
which past and present US administrations 
have helped to create and exacerbate. The 
media are filled with propaganda calculated to 
stampede Americans into support for a war to 
defend oil interests. But we must reject these 
tactics and their perspectives. We must not 
lose sight of the stark realities which have 
shaped the current crisis. 

For many years, and until very recently, the 
brutal, inhumane Iraqi regime was supplied 
with US military and other aid. US corporations 
had no reluctance about doing business in 
Iraq. Right up to the August, 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, the US was Iraq's largest trading 
partner. The US government willingly guaran¬ 
teed billions of dollars in loans to help this 
process along. It was common knowledge that 
a large portion was going to buy high-tech 
military instruments of mass destruction. This 
was justified as countering the Iranian funda¬ 
mentalist Moslem regime and Soviet influence 
in the region—and no US official ever showed 
any real concern for the ways in which the Iraqi 
rulers brutalized their own population, or the 
way they repressed political dissenters, not 
even when poison gas was used against entire 
Kurdish villages. The US government was most 
certainly aware, while furnishing this aid, that 
thousands of political prisoners, including pro¬ 
democracy dissenters, were detained without 
charges or trials in Iraqi prisons, or jailed after 
trials which did not meet even generally ac¬ 
cepted international standards of fairness; that 
torture of political prisoners and others was 
widespread; and that relatives, including chil¬ 
dren, of suspected dissenters where impris¬ 
oned while the authorities were seeking the 
suspects. All of this was widely publicized by 
Amnesty International and other human rights 
organizations, and was aired in the US press 
as well. 

American officials didn’t care about the fate 
of those people caught in territory occupied by 
the Iraqi army during the Iran-lraq War. They 
readily provided the Iraqi military with helicop¬ 
ters, satellite reconnaissance and other logisti¬ 
cal and economic support for the war with Iran. 
And now, in the same way, they are building 
up the Saudi Arabian military for a war with 
Iraq. 

The Bush administration was quite willing to 
countenance some Iraqi intimidation of the 
Emir of Kuwait, and even some seizure of 
disputed territory, with the aim of stopping the 
Kuwaitis from overproducing and thereby 
depressing oil prices. Only when the Iraqi 
military overstepped the bounds, and invaded 
the entire country, was Iraq condemned as a 
despotic and expansionist state on the model 
of Nazi Germany. Now, we are told, young 
Americans are to be sacrificed to rescue Ku¬ 
wait, to protect our standard of living by keep¬ 
ing oil prices down, to unseat Saddam Hus¬ 
sein, the new Hitler, to get rid of Iraqi nuclear 
weapons...or what will they tell us next? 

The Iraqi government is clearly abominable 
and has been all along, even when the US, the 
Soviets and others were aiding it. But this is no 
reason why we should support the Kuwaiti or 
the Saudi Arabian regimes, even if they repre¬ 
sent lesser evils. Neither of them have been 
anything but autocratic and exploitative. While 
we feel deep sympathy for the present suffer¬ 
ing of the ordinary Kuwaiti people, we must 
not forget the problems they had under the 
government of the royal family before the 
August, 1990 invasion. Although the Kuwaiti 
regime had a semblance of constitutional 
monarchy, a broad section of people born, 
educated and employed in the country were 
denied citizenship. Only those whose families 
could prove residence in Kuwait before 1920 
had full civil rights. Of the 1.9 million Kuwaiti 
subjects, fewer than 800,000 were considered 
citizens, and of those only 62,000 men (3 
percent of the overall population) were eligible 
to vote. No women could vote, and their civil 



rights were limited in other ways as well. Most 
political parties were outlawed. Labor unions 
and other associations were severely restricted, 
when permitted at all. Public employees could 
be fired without being given a reason or the 
right to appeal. The press was strictly censored 
on a regular basis, and newspapers were 
closed arbitrarily, also without any way of 
appealing decisions. 

Although political repression was not as 
brutal or thorough in Kuwait as in Iraq or Syria, 
or for that matter in Saudi Arabia, it certainly 
did exist. Still, there were thousands of Kuwaiti 
progressives and democrats of all sorts pro¬ 
testing against the Sabah regime. But the 
government did not want even minimal partici¬ 
pation on the part of its subjects, and therefore 
in 1986 even the semblance of democracy was 
suspended in a move to silence all those 
calling for reforms. The elected national as¬ 
sembly was dissolved by royal decree. But 
democratic-minded Kuwaitis have not ceased 
to protest against the regime's injustices. In 
late 1989 the Emir refused to accept petitions 
signed by thirty thousand citizens calling for 
more representative government and freedom 
of expression, association and the press. In 
response, thousands rallied in protests. Some 
were forcibly and brutally dispersed by police. 

Over the years, opponents of the Kuwaiti 
government have been arrested and detained 
without charges or trials, and some were given 
blatantly unfair trials. Some were tortured. In 
February of 1990 a US State Department report 
excused human rights abuses because of what 
it called Kuwaiti “security concerns stemming 
from the large expatriate population and 
Iranian-inspiredsubversion." Butpro-democrats 
have insisted that government abuses cannot 
be justified on security grounds. They have 
pointed out that the broad political repression 
struck many people beyond the small circles 
of Iranian government-inspired groups. 

Saudi Arabia, which US forces are suppos¬ 
edly “protecting'' against Iraqi invasion, does 
not even have a semblance of democracy or a 
minimum of social equality. Political dissent is 
not allowed. For years, large numbers of 
people have been arrested and held without 


charges or trials, denied contact with family, 
friends or lawyers for long periods of time. 
Torture has been common. The most brutal 
forms of punishment-including amputation of 
fingers and hands, floggings and stoning to 
death continue to be utilized. Strict censorship 
is enforced. Women are excluded by law from 
participation in most aspects of public life, 
even from driving vehicles. Those who recently 
protested against their subjugation were fired 
from their jobs, and some were jailed. The US 
government has been giving billions of dollars 
and huge quantities of arms to help strengthen 
this government. 

And what about the Bush administration's 
claims that it is going to deliver the people of 
Kuwait, to rescue them from the clutches of 
the new Hitler? The only answer has to be that 
most Kuwaitis have no reasonable hope for 
anything from US military intervention. During 
the many decades that this government has 
been playing world policemen and savior the 
record has not been good at all for the fate of 
ordinary people—although it may give comfort 
to friendly brutal regimes. From the devasta¬ 
tion of the" Philippines at the end of the nine¬ 
teenth century, to the subjugation of Haiti in 
the second decade of the twentieth, to Nicara¬ 
gua in the twenties and thirties, to support for 
the blood-thirsty regime restored to power in 
Greece at the end of World War II, the record 
is replete with examples of rescues which 
crushed popular insurgencies and left the 
majority of the people worse off. Where was 
this government’s vaunted concern for democ¬ 
racy when it was supporting Cuba’s Batista, 
the Shah of Iran, the Somoza regime, Marcos, 
the Duvaliers...? And so on. Just ask the Chil¬ 
ean people who were rescued from the Allende 
government in 1973 to be delivered into the 
monstrous hands of the military. Ask the 
people of Nicaragua, who have had to suffer 
the murderous assaults of the US-backed 
contras and the strangling of their economy by 
US sanctions. Ask the people of El Salvador, 
who are still being saved from Communism by 
death squads trained and backed by the 
United States. Ask those people of Panama 
who survived the bombing of their impover¬ 
ished neighborhoods, and are still living in 
temporary shelters, and are once again being 


subjected to a corrupt regime and ClA-spon- 
sored surveillance. 

In Grenada, since US troops rescued it, 
impoverishment has been dramatic: the major¬ 
ity of people are less able to obtain food, 
clothing, housing and even health care than 
before. Small farmers have been pushed off 
the land; unemployment has risen to an all- 
time high of 25 to 30 percent. And as for 
democracy, the post-invasion government 
under Blaize adopted an Emergency Powers 
Act in 1987, giving the police extensive powers 
to detain and deport political suspects, to 
declare curfews and enforce censorship qf 
“politically sensitive" calypso music. The only 
real beneficiaries of the US rescue have been 
a few wealthy Grenadians and big US corpora¬ 
tions operating there. 

Nor should we lose sight of this govern¬ 
ment’s support of so many other repressive 
regimes, including the South Korean police 
state, the Indonesian military mass murderers, 
and now even including the Syrian state. In 
exchange for support of its Persian Gulf adven¬ 
ture, the Bush administration is giving Syria $1 
billion in arms aid, and tacit permission to 
wipe out all opposition to Its occupation and 
domination of parts of Lebanon. Nobody 
disputes that the Syrian government is at least 
as brutal and expansionist as the one headed 
by Saddam Hussein. 

We have no reason to believe that the US 
government is motivated by concern for the 
Kuwaiti people, or the ordinary people any¬ 
where in the Middle East. As a matter of fact, 
American military action there can only make 
a horrible situation worse for the vast majority. 
A military assault to reestablish the royal family 
must inevitably bring to Kuwait a social and 
economic order even more exploitative and 
inhumane than before, when the vast majority 
of people there lived miserably. The devasta¬ 
tion already caused by the Iraqi military can 
only be compounded by a US attack. Condi¬ 
tions can only be made worse for those with¬ 
out wealth and privilege. The administration’s 
callous disregard for the human suffering that 
must inevitably result from its intervention is 
reflected in a Afewsweei article of August 27, 

1990, in which it assesses the projected cost to 
the Kuwaitis: "The damage would be immense. 
The United States might have to destroy Ku¬ 
wait—oil refineries, its port, and much of its 
capital city—to save it." The tragedy overlooked 
in this gross calculation is that many thou¬ 
sands of Kuwait's people must die horribly, or 
be permanently maimed in the process. 

The war is also certain to be an ecological 
catastrophe, leaving behind massive contami¬ 
nation of the soil, water and air. From the 
example of Vietnam, we know how long lasting 
such devastation can be. Fifteen years after 
the end of the US invasion, all living things are 
still plagued by illness and disease from the 
residue of modern US weaponry. 

The ordinary people are always the losers in 
such wars, no matter which state wins. Only 
the most brutal and brutalized have a good 
chance of surviving. These wars leave behind 
hatred, discontent and impoverishment—the 
material for more state rivalries and future 
wars. 

All those who were lured into the US military 
with promises of job training, education and 
regular employment, which they hoped would 
get them out of poverty, are now being told 
that the bill is coming due, and that the price, 
quite literally, may be their lives. It is expected 
that tens of thousands may die and just as 
many may be injured for life. Such a bargain is 
clearly outrageous and unjust. 

And here in the US, the cost of the war will 
be borne by the rest of us as well. Already the 
military has been draining vital resources away 
from real human needs. A war must erode 
rather than maintain our standard of living. It 
can only promote the interests of the well-to- 
do; strengthen the power and the profits of the 
oil industry and its capacity to destroy the 
environment. It can only serve to perpetuate 
the state’s prerogative to fling young Ameri¬ 
cans into battle to bolster the global image of 
American state power. 

And if the Iraqi regime is weakened or 
eliminated by US military force, the way will 
only be opened for the horrific Iranian, Syrian, 
and quite possibly Turkish states to become 
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The U.S. Military-Industrial-Media Complex in action 

The media war! 


W as anyone surprised? As soon as 
the air attack on Iraq was an¬ 
nounced, the U.S. media 
stepped proudly in line and trumpeted the 
opening of this despicable war. One televi¬ 
sion station even opened each of its "news’ 
segments with a martial theme as the words 
"America at War" zoomed onto center screen 
as though it were the title of a war movie. The 
message was crystal clear for anyone capable 
of a critical viewing—"This is the voice of patri¬ 
otic propaganda." However, while this propa¬ 
ganda campaign aimed at the U.S. is fairly 
obvious, it is certainly never admitted. 

The TV newspeople were proud to announce 
the latest tidbits of censored “news" thrown to 
them by the public relations arm of the U.S. 
military forces. They were all ready and willing 
to participate in their own special roles choreo¬ 
graphed for them by the Pentagon. It was 
really little more than one big psychological 
warfare program aimed at the general popula¬ 
tion of this country. How else can one explain 
the media’s repeated celebration of the sup¬ 
posed U.S. "euphoria" over the first day's 
bombing raids, with hardly a hint of question¬ 
ing or criticism? Why else was there so little 
media protest of the almost absolute U.S. 
military censorship? Why the widespread news 
blackout of the massive anti-war protests 
occurring all around the country? 

For those who didn’t know it before, it 
should now be clear that the major television 
and radio networks are quasi-official propagan¬ 
da arms of the U.S. government and its war 
machine. Where the networks aren’t owned 
outright by a major military contractbr (as NBC 
is owned by General Electric), interlocking 
boards of directors and major stockholders 
with direct military-industrial ties make ft clear 
that the media are equal and now even key 
participants in the still developing Military-In¬ 
dustrial-Media complex. 

What censorship? 

The reality is that heavy U.S. government 
censorship has distorted the picture we've 
gotten about the war so far. Iraq ordered 
journalists to leave the country. Israel has 
always practiced internal news censorship to 
help prevent the world from seeing much of its 
more fascist face. The CIA and the Army were 
reportedly given secret authorization for a 


more powerful in the region. None of these are 
good choices, any more than the Iraqi regime 
was a good choice as a balance against the 
Iranian state. But this in no way justifies Iraqi 
aggression: it only shows that no really good 
choice can be made between the various 
states involved. Even if the Iraqi regime stands 
down and war is averted, the repressive and 
degrading conditions for the majority of people 
in the region remain, as does the danger for 
future conflict. For those of us who care about 
human dignity and freedom there are no good 
state solutions. 

From now on we must refuse to choose the 
supposedly lesser evils of any states whatever. 
This is the only honest and realistic position 
we can take. All states are the enemies of 
individual and social possibilities. No matter 
their claims, ail have set the framework for 
some form of exploitation and domination of 
the majority by a minority. We have nothing to 
hope for from any state solution of the prob¬ 
lems in the Middle East or anywhere else. We 
must take a stand against all the past, present. 
and future atrocities committed by all power 
wielders, a stand against all power as a poison 
to real social possibilities. 

The only good choice is a human social 
solution, based on insurgent self-activity, not 
on any kind of statist political or military ac¬ 
tion. We can only support anti-hierarchical self¬ 
liberation from below. In the Middle East, as 
everywhere else, we must ally ourselves with 
all those who aspire to end all exploitation and 
domination, and want to create a truly social 
life for all. The only way that tyranny can be 
abolished is if those who are sincerely interest¬ 
ed in a better life for all are able to defeat 
oppressors by going beyond the deadly ideol¬ 
ogies of nationalism, religious, racial and 
ethnic bigotry, by going beyond the market 
and wage labor; beyond domination by any 
elite; and by going beyond dependency on a 
way of life based on the use of petroleum and 
other life-threatening energy sources. This is 
the only fight worth fighting, and the only one 
that, in the long run, can bring freedom for all. 
-Charlatan Stew (P.O. Box 31461, Seattle WA. 
98103). 


propaganda campaign aimed at Iraq. Appar¬ 
ently this has included the dropping of millions 
of leaflets instructing the Iraqi ground troops 
on proper surrender etiquette, if they wanted 
better odds on surviving the process. (This 
included helpful hints such as: for tank crews, 
drive toward U.S. lines with the gun turret 
facing to the rear.) But the real story which 
will never be officially revealed, is the covert 
psych-warfare on the U.S. populace which is 
so overt as to remain completely invisible to 
the vast, successfully-indoctrinated multitudes. 

The U.S. armed forces' covert war against 
the U.S. public has hardly been mentioned by 
the U.S. press, which isn’t surprising since 
most newsmen are already well-tested and 


Gay pastor 
assassinated in Paris 

O n December 1st, International AIDS 
Day, a memorial service and demon¬ 
stration was held for the assassinated 
homosexual pastor Joseph Douce. It's old 
news now, but seems to be turning into a 
major government shakeup. 

Douce was an important sexual rights activ¬ 
ist in France (Lyon, 1976) and was the director 
of the Centre du Christ Liberateur in Paris. He 
also operated a bookstore for sexual minori¬ 
ties, Autres Cultures, and provided counseling. 

On July 19th, 1990, two cops came to 
Douces’s door with a warrant. He picked up his 
Bible and went with them. It was the last time 
he was seen alive. His body wasn't found until 
October, in the Rambouillet forest outside of 
Paris. 

Before his disappearance he was being 
investigated bythe Renseignements Generaux, 
the French CIA, on the so-called suspicion of 
consorting with pedophiles. The investigation 
was headed by Inspector Jean-Marc Dufourg, 
member of an elite section of the RG. Du- 
fourg's got a scum reputation: ex-paratrooper, 
known for his extreme-right sympathies, in¬ 
volved in the disappearance of certain Action 
Directe informers; he was quoted once as 
saying he would be delighted to beat up "fags" 
in the line of duty. 

Douc6 disappeared mid-July and when the 
media finally jumped on the story, the issue 
wasn't homophobia but rather the messiness 
of the affair. The secret police hadn't handled 
themselves this badly since the Rainbow 
Warrior bombing. 


highly willing allies in this ongoing battle 
anyway. But even the mutualism of mass 
media and armed forces wasn't enough for 
those running this war. Journalists based at 
U.S. military installations in the Persian Gulf 
were restricted to what amounted to house 
arrest most of the time. They were prohibited 
from travelling anywhere except exactly where 
authorities wanted them to be, which for the 
most part was away from any real action. And 
as if this was not enough, the reports from the 
few reporters allowed into the Gulf region by 
the U.S. were all censored anyway! They were 
forced to "pass" a "security review" under 
Pentagon rules outlined before the war was 
launched. Even the U.S. reporters in Baghdad 


In September, Pierre Didier, who lived in the 
same building as the pastor, came forward to 
tell his story. Dufourg had pressured Didier to 
spy on Douc6, and when he refused, Dufourg 
and a couple of his goons fired a gun through 
the door of his apartment to scare him. This 
tactic is what finally removed him from duty 
and got him indicted; it wasn’t for responsibili¬ 
ty for Douce's disappearance, but for his 
clumsy handling of the case. 

- Meanwhile, Joxe, the Minister of the Interior, 
is hoping things will just calm down and go 
away. But Dufourg, feeling abandoned by his 
bosses, has started “singing." Talking about 
the u96 of prostitutes for entrapment, the 
wiretapping and infiltration of the RPR and the 
National Front, and the bribing of a Post Office 
employee in Metz to snatch all Communist 
Party mail, which was steamed open, copied 
and re-sent. According to the CanarfEnchainS, 
the RG recently ordered kilos of confidential 
documents and wiretap transcripts burned. 
The murder of Douc£ may have started a fun 
chain of exposures in the government. 

If so, it won't necessarily be due to the 
Douc£ supporters. At the chilly December 
demonstration at Trocadero (Museum for the 
Rights of Man...), there weren't more than 
about 200 people, tops. Pretty pitiful turnout 
for a city the size of Paris, although, perhaps it 
was due to the Act Up demo the same day. 
There was a German contingent attending, and 
I was told that some Americans from the 
Metropolitan Community Church flew in for the 
memorial service. 

It was a nice demonstration, lots of cameras 
flashing, big banners, moving speeches. But 
the speeches were about the Rights of Man, 
not about the murder of a gay man by a cop. 
It appears that the issue is no longer homo¬ 
phobia, which is both good and bad. The 


enjoyed more freedom! 

What democracy? 

The media war against the U.S. people is 
based on the decades of successful practice 
wiih the psych-warfare techniques which are 
not only used by the advertising industry, but 
which are really the essence of current adver¬ 
tising practice. Mindless consumers are flood¬ 
ed with images of their own powerlessness, 
ugliness, poverty, and unhappiness. The exis¬ 
tential anguish of bad breath, stained clothes, 
or an empty sex life is brought to a climax with 
some shiny new, orgasmic commodity which 
makes everything all better—at least for a few 
micro-seconds after its purchase. Then the 
consumer is ready to rerun the process all over 
again ad infinitum. Yesterday it was Tide, 
Borax, Chevrolet; today it’s Desert Storm, the 
War on Drugs, and Free Trade. 

In the U.S. the major media have always 
been under the direct or indirect control of 
government and business interests. And as 
early as the outbreak of the First World War 
the emerging advertising, behavioral science, 
and public relations industries were recruited 
to manipulate mass public opinion in favor of 
the war effort. Around the same time the mass 
media assisted with the Red Scare and the 
dirty counter-insurgency war directed against 
the U.S. anarchist movement, U.S. Marxists 
and the more radical segments of U.S. labor 
like the Industrial Workers of the World. As 
Noam Chomsky frequently points out, the 
"dean of American journalism," Walter Lipp- 
mann, argued that: 

"for a democracy to function properly, there 
are two different roles that have to be played: 
one is the role of what he called the sf^xJa/aatf 
class—the responsible men, a small minor¬ 
ity—and the other is the role of the public, who 
he described as a 'bewildered herd. ’ The role of 
the public, then, is to be spectators, not partici¬ 
pants; their role is just to watch and occasion¬ 
ally to ratify. The decision-making has to be in 
the hands of the elite. That’s democracy." {The 
Humanist Nov.-Dee. '90) 

What propaganda? 

In essence U.S. government propaganda 
goes something like this. Iraq is bad, unlike the 
U.S., other "developed" countries and Third 
World countries the U.S. can control. Saddam 
Hussein is like Hitler, while George Bush only 
wants to initiate a "New World Order," nothing 
at all like a "Third Reich." U.S. goals and mo¬ 
tives are always the most lofty—defending de¬ 
mocracy, non-intervention, and human rights. 
Hussein invaded Kuwait without the express 
permission of the U.S., although hints that it 
Continued on page 21 


mood that night was sadness, not rage; a 
dispirited parade of those determined to do 
the right thing, rather than a crowd in solidarity 
venting off frustration and fury. 

Maybe it has something to do with the lack 
of passion in general. The message from the 
citizens to the cops these days is, do your dirty 
work discretely. In the recent student demon¬ 
strations where a couple dozen cars and a few 
storefronts got smashed and burned, when 
Parisians learned that it had been, yes indeed, 
their own French teenagers and not foreign 
hoodlums that had gotten out of control, the 
focus was on the sloppiness of the cops. Kids 
will be kids.... 

Parisians are unmoved by demonstrations, 
unless they block traffic. They're used to them; 
there have been too many well-organized, well- 
policed demonstrations. It’s justanother distur¬ 
bance in the flow of petty details, as long as 
it’s under control. 

It’s a shame that Douc6 is gone. That I 
didn't know he existed until he disappeared. 
That even in a city as diversely populated as 
Paris, the right-wingers can do what they want 
and get away with it. It's just another day in 
the city. Another positive force gone, another 
free-thinker down. 

There has been a committee formed to keep 
pushing for the public truth on the Douc<§ 
assassination. Contributions can be sent to the 
Comit6 pour la verity sur la disparition du 
Pasteur Douc6, 32, rue Berzelius, 75017 Paris, 
France. One of the organizers, Francoise 
d’Eaubonne, has written a book about it (in 
French) called Le Scandale d’une Disparition: 
Vie et Oeuvre du Pasteur Doucd, which costs 
65F (roughly $11) plus postage (probably 
about $5 Airmail). Profits go to the committee, 
and the book can be ordered from the same 
address. -Alison Gross 



By A. Cooper (Berkeley, CA.). 
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_A L T E R N A T I V E ME D I A REVIEW 


Alternative 
press review 

Compiled by Lev Chernyi 


As always, we are happy to exchange publications with 
other " alternative " periodical publishers . I’ll try to list 
every publication I receive in a timely way, but please be 
aware that there are times when this is impossible due to 
time and space limitations. -Lev 

SHATTERED WIG #5/undated (523 E. 38th St. f 
Baltimore, MD. 21218) is an interesting 78-page lit- 
zine of poetry, short stories and bizarre graphics. 
This issue includes stories like “The Tale of the 
Raincoat in the Dimension of Etched Dreams - (unat¬ 
tributed), Alan Barysh’s very effective "Upon awaken¬ 
ing, Father Brown Finds a Solution," "Baltimore - the 
city that breeds" by the cognitive dissidents, untitled 
short stories by Madame X and Nathan Falling Long, 
"Orkney" by Louise Spiegler, "Every Bird That Falls" 
by Katherine Hollands, "The Noise of Flies" by Carl 
Watson, and much, much more. No price listed; send 
a contribution for a copy. 

CROOKED ROADS Vol.2,#1 /Jan.’91 (POB32631, 
Kansas City, MO. 64111) is a well done, 24-page 
"literary sporadical" with an eclectic content. This 
issue features Neal Wilgus’ satirical "Moebius freeway 
closed by quake," Sharon Eiker’s powerful story of 
"The salvation of Roy Junior," Lorraine Schein’s short 
but thoughtful "Rethinking the day," and a couple 
beautiful drawings by Duncan. Subscriptions are 
$5/year (3 issues). 

KATUAH JOURNAL #28/Summer & #29/Fall- 
Winter ’90 (POB 638, Leicester, NC. Katuah Province 
28748) is a very nicely produced 36 to 40-page 
bioregional tabloid for the Katuah region of Appala¬ 
chia. issue #28 includes David Wheeler on "Carrying 
capacity," "What is overpopulation? Reflections on 
China and Katuah" by Stephen Bartlett, an interest¬ 
ing account of Southern Appalachian "People and 
habitat: An historical overview" by Chip Smith & Lee 
Fawcett, and Hect&ire Condeau’s "imagining the end 
of real estate." issue #29 includes an interview with 
William McLarney titled "Profile of a Southern Appala¬ 
chian watershed: The Little Tennessee River," and 
Mary Kelly on "Headwaters ecology and high quality 
habitat." Subscriptions are $10/year (4 issues). 


ALSO RECEIVED: 

Factsheet Five #39/Dec.12,’90 & #40/undated (Gun- 
derloy, 6 Arizona Ave., Rensselaer, NY. 12144-4502) is now 
132 to 140 pages packed with hundreds of zine, software, 
book, poetry, pamphlet, comics, video, record and tape 
reviews (just imagine the page you’re reading right now multi¬ 
plied about 70 times!). Issue #39 includes Mark Bloch’s 
"Network" column on "High, low and the sub-modern model," 
more from Kerry Thornley, and another good "Fishing Hole" 
column (this time on zine advertising) by Joe Lane. Issue #40 
includes Bob Grumman’s "Experiodica" column, Joe Lane’s 
case study of a failed zine, one of Anni Ackner*s better 
columns (on the movie Henry & June), and a sample of 
Misha’s engaging fiction titled "Walking the Dead." If you 
haven’t seen a copy of this "zine of crosscurrents and cross¬ 
pollination" yet, it’s a must. Subscriptions are now $3.50( (or 
10 IRCs) per issue up to seven issues, S23 (or 68 IRCs)/year 
(8 issues). 

Clash #1/Oct.’90 &l #2/Jan.’91 (Slagersicht, Overtoom 
274, 1054 JD Amsterdam, Netherlands) is a new (60 to 80- 
page) attempt at publishing an international anti-imperialist 
magazine (in both English and German editions). Issue #1 
includes a "fairy tale" about 14 gnomes living in a forest, news 
of the destruction of a large Parisian squat by cops, squatting 
news from Norway and the Netherlands, an account of the 
Mohawk blockade at Kanehsatake (reprinted from Arm the 
Spirit), a report on the hunger strike in Spain, German RAF 
communiques, and more. Issue #2 also includes shitloads.of 
squatting news from around Europe, including a detailed 
account of the battle for the Mainzerstrasse squats in East 
Berlin. (It has to be noted that much of these issues is in very 
poor English, but the publishers are genuinely interested in 
improving this situation.) Send at least $3.50 for a sample 
copy. 

Alternative Press Index Vol.22,#3/July-Sept.’90 (POB 
33109, Baltimore, MD. 21218) is a 112-page quarterly, library- 
style index to a wide range of alternative and radical period¬ 
icals, including anarchic publications like the Filth Estate, 
Kick It Over, Open Road, Our Generation, and Social 
Anarchism, along with Anarchy. (However, the editors have 
refused to index The Match!, despite the fact that this 
publication has been publishing longer than most of the 
other @ publications listed and well deserves to be listed.) 
Subscriptions are $30/year (4 issues) for individuals & 
movement groups. 

The FI J A Activist "Special Outreach issue“/undated (POB 
59, Helmville, MT. 59843) is a special 16-page tabloid issue 
of the "Newsletter of the Fully Informed Jury Association," 
whose major purpose seems to be getting the word out to 
jurors and potential jurors that they have the power to judge 
not only the "facts" of trials, but also the law Itself, if only they 
take that power for themselves. This is useful information for 
any anarchists who have registered to vote in order to be able 
to serve on juries. Send 65$ for postage for a sample copy. 

ApaEros #30 & #31 /undated (John & Kathe Burt, 960 SW 
Jefferson Ave., Corvallis, OR 97333) is a small, always fun-to- 
read, 32-page "unedited reader-written forum about sex, 
erotica and relationships of all kinds: het, lesbian, gay, bi." I 
somehow managed to miss reviewing these two issues last 
time around. Issue #30 (the fifth anniversary issue) includes 
a story titled "Firebird Babydoll" by E.T. Latex, a future-sex 
serial by G.R. Gross titled "Rio Sombre," the very short 
Teacher" by John Roynesdal, and a rant by M. titled "Why 
lesbians might not contribute to Apaeros." Issue #331 
includes The penis as a doll" by Taurus, "Why group sex? 
One couple’s story" by Tom Banta, and episode 26 of Pat 
Underhill’s "Sensuous ground." This a.p.a. is always worth 
checking out. Subscriptions are $2/issue, but you must also 
send an age statement (that you are over 18). 

Sound Choice #16/Winter ’91 (POB 1251, Ojai, CA. 
93023) is a 96-page "Music Networking Magazine" covering a 
much wider variety of music & related topics than most zines. 
This issue includes articles such as Tune in the people’s 
radio movement" by David Ciaffardini, an interview with idiot- 
guru Timothy Leary done by Faustin Bray, a "Sound con¬ 


sciousness reading list," and an array of short pieces on radio 
titled "Radio activities: A turn-on," plus the usual pages and 
pages of music reviews. Subscriptions are $10/4 issues. 


The code of love: Troubadours, Cathars, and Ezra Pound," 
and The unexamined tarot" by Chas. Clifton. Subscriptions 
are $ 15.00/year (4 issues). 


Issue #3 includes more on the Mohawk resistance titled This 
is the beginning, not the end." Issue #4 includes a piece 
titled "GRAPO hunger strike continues..." and a "Red Army 
Fraction communique." Issue #5 includes good coverage of 
the attack on Berlin squatters titled "Life begins where the 
state ends." Subscriptions are $10/10 issues. 

Hermes Vol.29,#4/Dec.5,’90 (c/oWSA, Wesleyan Univer¬ 
sity, Middletown, CT. 06457) is a 12-page leftist student 
tabloid with good coverage of the usual disgusting activities 
of the local campus administration & bureaucracy. Issue #4 
includes articles on the U.S. preparation for war in the Middle 
East by Aaron Yeater, "Read her lips! Homoeroticism and 
‘kinkiness’ gets Madonna video axed from MTV" by Andrew 
Berman, and Michelle Allman on Top-free swimmers explain 
action." Subscriptions are $10/year (10 issues). 

Out of Order #1 /May 5,’89 thru #9/undated ’90 (Box 
5498, Atlanta.'GA. 30307) is a 2 to 4-page Discordian f disor¬ 
ganized religion" of chaos and confusion) published by Kerry 
Thornley. Send an SASE for a sample copy. 

Seattle Community Catalyst #8/Dec.’90 (6321 -A 
Roosevelt Way NE, Seattle, WA. 98115) is a 12-page eco- 
peace-community tabloid. This issue includes a story on the 
demise of a locally-produced, "progressive radio" format on 
KEZX. Subscriptions are $15/year (12 issues). 

The Honkin’ Dog #3/Winter-Spring ’91 (POB 48059, St. 
Albert, Alberta, T8N 5V9, Canada) is a 24-page punk zine 
including publisher Allen Watermelon’s "On the use of vio¬ 
lence," and an interview with the band Neurosis. Send a 
contribution for a sample copy. 

Chaotik World: News and Olds # 19/undated (Pope 
George Ringo II, TESC, Bldg.D, Room 106, Olympia, WA. 
98505) is a 22-page zine featuring several strange short short 
stories like The Parable of the Dessert Topping, Pt.5: The 
True Meaning," and The Transcendental Run, Pt.3“ by Loki, 
along with a 4-page interview of Bob Black by Christie 
Searing. Send a 75$ SASE for a copy. 

Democracy Wall #1, #2 #11 & #14/[all undated] (POB 
31340, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong) is a large-size poster/in¬ 
formation sheet series (each published in English or Chinese) 
aimed at furthering "the cause of democracy and freedom in 
China/ Hong Kong." Issue #1 covers The public order 
ordinance: Creator of police lawlessness." Issue #2 includes 
"On the freedom of speech for the opposition" by student 
activist Wang Dan (who has since been imprisoned and 
tortured). Issue #3 includes an extract of imprisoned writer 
Wang Ruowang’s "Open letter to Deng Xiaoping." Issue #6 
features student activist Ma Shao Fang (also in prison) "On 
the tasks of the student movement." Issue #7 features a 
speech given by imprisoned activist Ren Wending at Tianan¬ 
men Square titled "Long live China’s Democracy Movement." 
Issue #11 includes an interview with an anonymous member 
of the Beijing Workers Autonomous Federation and a profile 
of BWAF activist Han Dong Fang. Issue # 13 features informa¬ 
tion on the student movement in Shanghai. Issue #14 gives 
a brief biography of Yeh Wen Fu, The Tiananmen Square 
Poet." Copies are free; donations are encouraged. 

Campus Review Vol.6,#10/Dec.’90 & Vol.7,#1/Feb.’91 
(336 S. Clinton, Suite 16, Iowa City, IA. 52240) is a rabidly 
homophobic, right-wing student tabloid. Issue #10 includes 
a couple of Patrick Buchanan pieces on "Dr. King’s birthday 
and the NFL" and The McGovern-Buchanan axis," along with 
Kurt Adams’ The case for ROTC on campus." Issue #11 
cheerleads the U.S. war against Iraq. Subscriptions are 
$5/year {? issues). 

The Nuclear Resister #75/Dec.’90 & #76/Feb.’91 (POB 
43383, Tucson, AZ. 85733) is an 8-page tabloid providing 
comprehensive coverage of arrests for anti-nuclear civil 
resistance in the U.S. and Canada. Issue #75 includes 
"Infiltrators block British N-test in Nevada," and information on 
the conviction of "computer saboteur" Susan Rodriquez. Issue 
#76 includes a day-by-day account of Gulf War resistance 
arrests. Subscriptions are now $18/year (10 issues). 

No Nation Bulletin #6/Oct.’90 (People to People 
Friendship Ass., c/o Soren Groth, Industrigatan 9, 15 300 
Jarna, Sweden) is a handwritten, photocopied 12-page 
exchange of short letters from people living on different 
continents. Subscriptions are U.S.$5/year (4 issues). 

Youth Connection Vol.4,#2/Sept.-Dec.’90 (Terry Inman, 
3910 Nara Dr., Florissant, MO. 63033) is the 10-page "newslet¬ 
ter of the Libertarian Student Network." This issue includes 
articles on right-wing "libertarianism" in Argentina, Guatemala, 
and the Soviet Union. Subscriptions are $5/year (2 issues) for 
students, $ 10/year others. 

Western Review Institute Newsletter #15/Dec.’90 (POB 
806, Chino, CA. 91708) is an 8-page "educational" newsletter 
published by Robert Sagehorn. Issue # 15 includes miscella¬ 
neous thoughts on health and the development of the U.S. 
state. Subscriptions are $20/year. 

Prisoners’ Legal News Vol.2,#1/Jan.,#2/Feb. & #3/ 
Mar.’91 (POB 1684, Lake Worth, FL 33460) is a helpful 10- 
page newsletter for prisoners focussing on the state of 
Washington. Issue #1 includes The price of resistance" by 
John Perotti. Issue #2 includes The Parole Board audit 
report" by Ed Mead. And issue #3 features Dan Pens on "Sex 
offender treatment’ in Washington state," and Ed Mead on 
"Getting tough approach to crime fails to produce results." 
Send a contribution for a copy. 

Euskadi Information #2/Sept.’90 (Ekin, Apdo. 1005, 
Donostia Gipuzkoa, Spain) Is a well-produced, 32-page 
magazine dedicated to the defense of "the victims of the 
repression against the M.LN.V. (Basque National Liberation 
Movement)." This issue includes "Euskara: National language 
v of the Basque people; A brief historical outline" by Ifiaki 
Larranaga. Subscriptions are $20/year (4 issues). 

Small Press Review #215/Dec.’90, #216/Jan. & #217/ 
Feb.’91 (POB 100, Paradise, CA. 95967) is a 16-page publica¬ 
tion which concentrates on reviewing new small press poetry 
and fiction. Issue #215 includes a column by Laurel Speer on 
disappointing writers’ conferences, and one by Merritt Clifton 
titled "Publish or perish" on small press publishing. In issue 
#116 Merritt Clifton reveals In his "Help!" column that he’s 
"never known firsthand of a little magazine or alternative 
newspaper surviving for more than a couple issues as a true 
cooperative." He’s obviously never paid any attention to the 
anarchist press. Subscriptions eve $20/year (12 issues). 

Notes from the Golf Crisis unnumbered/undated 
(Nasim, c/o 1369 Haight St., S.F., CA. 94117) is a little 4- 
pagerwith a few interesting reprints of articles on Iraq and the 
Persian Gulf. Send an SASE for a sample copy. 


Maximum RocknRoll #92/Jan.’91 (POB 288, Berkeley, 
CA. 94701) remains the "punk zine of record" with 128-pages 
of coverage. This issue includes the usual pages & pages of 
letters & columns, a news section (including stories like "Did 
the U.S. provoke Iraq’s invasion?" by Joel Wing & a "Squatters 
update"), scene reports (from Australia, Yugoslavia, Italy, 
Finland & the U.S.), and band interviews (with the Derelicts, 
Citizens Arrest, Asbestos Death, Citizen Fish, the Mummies, 
and more & more), along with the usual big sections of 
record, tape and zine reviews. There are even new sections 
on radio shows and movie reviews this time around. This is 
always the zine to check if you’re interested in the current 
state of the punk scene. Amazingly comprehensive & up-to- 
date coverage, if you can stand reading all of the small, 
crammed-together print. Sample copies are $2.50; subscrip¬ 
tions are $15/6 issues. 

Utne Reader #43/Jan.-Feb. & #44/Mar.-April ’91 (Box 
1974, Marion, OH. 43305) still claims to reprint The best of 
the alternative press," though it only prints the more estab¬ 
lishment-oriented, unchallenging (&often reactionary) side of 
the "alternative press" in practice. Issue #43 focusses on the 
benefits of spiritual indoctrination and religious belief for 
yuppies, with articles like "Religion: A constant in American 
politics" by Garry Wills, "Spirituality and therapy: Toward a 
partnership" by Katy Butler, and "Do kids need religion?" (one 
might as well ask if kids "need" crippling) by Anthony Brandt. 
(At this rate I expect future issues to explore the values and 
benefits of war, big business, cops, prisons and clearcutting 
If the present editorial trajectory of this magazine holds its 
course, although in fairness, there is also an interesting series 
of short articles on the current situation in Eastern Europe in 
this issue.) Issue #44 includes articles on abortion & anti¬ 
abortion arguments, and a survey of salons & councils. Sub¬ 
scriptions are $ 18/year (6 issues). 

Kids Ub News #21 /Solstice ’90 (POB 830, Pahoa, HI. 
96778) is a photocopied, 48-page zine featuring kids lib rants 
by editor Mycall Sunanda, along with lots of reprints from 
other publications. This issue includes the editor on "Ninten¬ 
do: Video war games & WWIII" & The genius of children: The 
spirit of discovery," an interview of O. Fred Donaldson^y 
Lona Lyons titled Touch of a playmate" (reprinted from The 
Source), Laure A’s "Sexuality and the mystique of innocence" 
(reprinted from Anarchy #19), and Tender touches" by Alix 
Finkelstein (on baby massage, reprinted from Massage #29). 
Subscriptions are $ 12/year (4 issues?). 

off our backs Vol.21,#2/Feb.’91 (2423 18th St. NW, 
Washington, DC. 20009) is a 28-page tabloid with probably 
the best feminist news coverage of any North American 
feminist publication. This issue includes feminist responses to 
the U.S. war against Iraq, "Viragos take back the might" by 
Michelle Anderson, and lots of other women’s news. Sub¬ 
scriptions are $ 17/year (12 issues). 

Artpapar Vol.10,#5/Jan. & #6/Feb.’91 (2402 University 
Ave. W. #206, St. Paul, MN. 55114)) is a well-produced, 32- 
page tabloid covering the arts scene and more from an 
occasionally radical perspective. Issue #5 features comic 
artist ("Dykes to Watch Out For") Alison Bechdel’s "How to 
draw lesbians," Frank Gaard on painter Stuart Mead, and 
Judith Lewis’s "Lament for a feminist theater." Issue #6 
features Catherine Lord on "Yvonne Rainer’s Privilege ," and 
David Anger on "Drag culture." Subscriptions are $20/year (10 
issues). . 

Satyagraha #4/Oct., #5/Nov., #6/Dec.’90, & #7/Feb.’91 
(606 S. Illinois Ave., Box 819, Carbondale, IL 62901) is a 
relatively new & exceptionally interesting 20-page monthly 
tabloidforSIU-Carbondalestudents which encourages "Direct 
Action for Truth" (the rough translation of the title). Issue #4 
includes "FBI wages war against social reformers" by Brad 
Hendershott. Issue #5 includes "America’s history of repres¬ 
sion: The war on natives, wilderness" by Dave Rhodes, and 
"No ‘Just Cause’ for US invasion of Panama, delegation 
reports" by Gilma Camargo. Issue #6 includes To be or to 
have" by Robert Johnson. And issue #7 the "Conspiracy 
Issue includes "Rulers damn humanity to slavery" by Ken 
Boyte, "International bankers wage wars to gain global 
control" from Being News Service, and "Domination: Shadow 
government plots world rule" (on the Council qp Foreign 
Relations & the Trilateral Commission) also from BNS. 
Subscriptions are $ 12/year (12 issues). 

Retrofuturi8m #14/Jan.’91 (The Drawing Legion, POB 
227, lowaCity, IA. 52244) is a well-produced 52-page "Hyper¬ 
media," fringe-art periodical including material on topics like 
mail art & the art strike, as well as lots of networking info. This 
issue features "State of the art: For today’s artist" (including 
truisms like: The ‘avant-garde’ artist is an unpaid researcher 
for the mainstream.") by the Bureau of Control, and a story 
titled The magic of bigamy (An alternative to the art strike)" 
by Al Ackerman. Subscriptions are $ 10/year (4 issues). 

Mondo 2000 #3/Winter ’91 (POB 10171, Berkeley, CA. 
94709) is a slick, commercialized & thus unself-critical foray 
into cyberpunk, cyberspace, and cyberspeak. This issue is a 
bit better than the last couple, and features "A Thanksgiving 
prayer* by William Burroughs, "Do G-men dream of electric 
sheep?" (a chronology of recent repression of computer 
hackers) by R.U. Sirius & George Gleason, an interview with 
Mitch Kapor & John Barlow titled "Civilizing the electronic 
frontier," "On the road to chaos in East Berlin" by Morgan 
Russell, an interview with Emmanual Goldstein of 2600 & Rop 
Gonggriip of Hack-Tic, and lots more. This publication is very 
well done, but for the most part too superficial & cyber-"hip" 
to be of much use to radicals. Subscriptions are $24/5 issues 
(irregular). 

Gnosis # 18/Winter ’91 (POB 14217, San Francisco, CA. 
94114) is a fairly slick, 80-page journal of "the Western Inner 
Traditions." This issue focusses on The Middle Ages," includ¬ 
ing articles like The birth within: Meister Eckhart and the 
knowing of god" by Theodore Nottingham, John Kimsey’s 


OTHER SMALL PUBLICATIONS: 

The Survivor Vol.7,#10/Oct., # 11/Nov. & #12/Dec.’90 
(POB 327, Harrison, AR. 72601) is an interesting, 16-page 
survivalist tabloid published by the author of The Poor Man’s 
James Bond, and devoted to reprinting information on survival 
techniques and home technologies from earlier eras. Issue 
#7 includes "Chromium plating simplified" by Alexander 
Maxwell (reprinted from the August, 1940 Popular Mechan¬ 
ics!), editor Kurt Saxon’s commentary on the state of the 
world titled "Our point of no return!" (complete with predic¬ 
tions of "mass die-offs"), as well as a sales pitch for his home¬ 
made "pocket flame thrower" for $25. Issue #11 includes 
The unreason of economics or the beginning of the end?" by 
the editor, and "Spoon-fed plants reveal secrets of growth" by 
Andrew R. Boone (reprinted from the Sept. 1936 Popular 
Science). Issue #12 includes Saxon on "Hunger in America." 
If you don’t have access to a good library with collections of 
old magazines and books, this is the place to find this type of 
information. Subscriptions are $10/year (12 issues). 

Industrial Worker # 1530/Dec.’90, #1531 / Jan. & # 1532/- 
Feb.’91 (3435 N. Sheffield Ave. Suite 202, Chicago, IL 60657) 
is the 8-page newspaper of the Industrial Workers of the 
World the vestigial remains of a union whose apogee 
preceded WWL Issue # 1530 includes The union fight has no 
borders: Report from Stockholm," and an account of the 
destruction of Mendocino County’s "Osprey Grove" when it 
was recently logged by Louisiana-Pacific. Issue #1531 
includes "Gulf war imminent," and a reprint of "Death of a 
wobbly" (on Sam Dolgoff) by Paul Berman from The Village 
Voice. And issue #1532 includes lots of war coverage and 
criticism. Subscriptions are $ 10/year (12 issues?). 

The Printer’s Devil #9/Nov.’90-Feb.’91 (Mother of Ashes 
Press, POB 66, Harrison, ID. 83833-0066) Is a very useful and 
interesting 24-page zine subtitled "Graphic Arts for the Small 
Press." This issue includes many letters, along with articles on 
"Perfect binding by hand" by editor Joe Singer, "Make your 
own mimeograph" by John Verilla Jr., "How to make rubber 
stamps for pennies," and a column titled "State of the Art." If 
you run your own small press shop (or would like to) this is a 
must! Subscriptions are now $4.50/year (3 issues). 

Grub #74/undated (RR#1, Maynooth, Ontario K0L 2S0, 
Canada) is a 46-page, Gestetnered community publication 
containing poetry, letters,arguments, comix and stories. This 
issue includes "A Christian anarchist does something about 
racism," "On panarchy" by David Taylor, and lots of controver¬ 
sy over a nasty letter published In the last issue. Every 
community could benefit from having an open means of 
communication like this one! I just hope this publication 
doesn’tcollapse due to the present controversy. Subscriptions 
are $12/4 issues. 

Its Only the Beginning # 11/Oct.-Nov.’90 (Box 1653, 
Hampshire College, Amherst, MA. 01002) is a 12-page 
newsletter for People for a Socially Responsible University. 
This issue includes The value of electoral reform." Subscrip¬ 
tions are $ 15/year (? issues). 

Third World Forum Vol.19,#5/Nov.12 thru #7/Dec.3,’90 
& Vol.20,#2/Jan.28 thru #4/Feb.11,’91 (ASUCD 4000, 13 
Lower Freebon, U.C.D., Davis, CA. 95616) is a nicely-pro¬ 
duced, 8 to 12-page weekly student tabloid covering a pleni¬ 
tude of third world issues from liberal to left perspectives, pub¬ 
lished at the University of California in Davis. Issue #5 
includes "Farrakhan: Messenger of inspiration" by Jean-Pierre 
Fancillette. Issue #6 includes "Puerto Rico: Statehood, the 
next step?" by Carolina Gusman. Issue #7 includes The 
struggles of the United Farm Workers" by Analisa Alvarado. 
And issue #2 includes "Genocide of the African American" by 
Kenneth Mitchell. Send an SASE for a sample copy. 

X #2/Dec.’90 & #3/undated (The Collective, POB 350395, 
Tampa, FL 33695) is a 16-page social/political zine which has 
become an 8-page tabloid with #3. Issue #2 includes articles 
like the unattributed "Creating peace: Ending business as 
usual," and S. Conspiracy’s "Personal transformation and 
community struggle." Issue #3 includes unattributed pieces 
like The gospel according to Shrug," and "Cannon fodder for 
what?" Send a 45$ SASE for a sample copy. 

Osho Times International Vol.3,#7/April ’90 (POB 318, 
Mill Valley, CA. 94942) is a slick, 28-page, fortnightly tribute 
to the ego of "Beloved Osho" a guru-buffoon, whose newest 
book (for sale in a full-page color ad on the back cover) is 
titled Communism & Zen Fire, Zen Wind. Every page features 
at least one photo of this egomaniac spouting his spiritual 
drivel. Subscriptions are $40/year (24 issues). 

Portland Free Press #8/Feb.’90 (333 SE 3rd, Portland, 
OR. 97214) is a 16-page tabloid focussing on environmental 
issues. This issue includes some dirt on the polystyrene/ 
styrofoam industry, The secret deforestation of Bull Run" by 
Tracy Maier, and Marlene Smith on "Panama: The Free Press 
looks at the paid press." Subscriptions are $20/year (12 
issues?). 

The Southern Willamette Alliance Vol.10,#2/Feb.’90 
(454 Willamette St., Eugene, OR. 97401) is a 16-page tabloid 
with a leftist/greenish perspective. This issue features a story 
on "Yolanda King at the Hult: And why you might not have 
heard all..." by Adam Bacher. Subscriptions are $ 10-25/year 
(12 issues?). 

Across the Lines Vol.ll,#2/undated (2440 16th St., Box 
241, S.F., CA. 94103) is the 8-page newsletter of Seeds of 
Peace, a non-violent direct-action group. This issue includes 
a call for a Test ban treaty now!" and coverage of "Redwood 
Summer" actions. Send a donation for a sample. 

Arm TheSpirit#3 / Aug.-Sept., # 4/Oct. & # 5/Nov.-Dec.’90 
(Box 475,253 College St., Toronto, Ont.,M5T 1R5 Canada) is 
a 6 to 8-page newsletter of an "autonomous" information 
collective "focussing on militant and revolutionary struggles." 
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_ ALTERNATIVE M ED I A REVIEW _ 


Hard times & soft times 

A review of Joseph Tainter’s The Collapse 
of Complex Societies by Alice Carnes 


The Collapse of Complex Societies by Joseph A. 
Tainter (Cambridge University Press; New 
Rochelle, NY, 1988) 260pp. $ 49.50 hardcover; 
$ 19.95 paper. 

T his ambitious and spellbinding book 
was not written to advance a universi¬ 
ty career. Its author, an archaeologist, 
goes out on an academic limb by undertaking 
a cross-disciplinary survey and analysis that 
draws upon history, economics, ecology, and 
other fields of study. Tainter seeks the causes 
of the collapse of three complex societies. 
Chaco culture flourished in the San Juan Basin 
of New Mexico from ca. 500 to 1000 AD, then 
faded, leaving North America’s most spec¬ 
tacular ruins; classic Mayan civilization is 
traceable from 1000 BC to about 900 AD; the 
Western Roman Empire was dominant in the 
Mediterranean for several hundred years be¬ 
fore the last Emperor of the West was deposed 
in 476 AD. 

The ruins of Chaco Canyon, little known 
outside the Southwest, are the closest we have 
to Machu Picchu, the Great Wall, or Carcas¬ 
sonne. For several hundred years, this now- 
remote region was the hub of a network of 
trading partners, apparently linked by political, 
cultural, and religious ties. In a place with less 
than an inch of mean annual rainfall, more 
than 5,000 people lived as city dwellers. Pueb¬ 
lo Bonito, the largest of the abandoned towns 
in what is now Chaco Culture National Park, 
has hundreds of apartments (as we call them) 
and may have housed 1,000 people. 

An ingenious system of channels, flood¬ 
gates, irrigation ditches, and sunken beds 
enabled Chacoans to sustain themselves with 
corn and other crops. Archaeologists hypothe¬ 
size that an administrative network coordinated 
the storage and sharing of surplus food, to 
compensate for localized harvests. Engineered 
roads, with masonry curbs, causeways over 
drainages, and carved stairways up cliff faces, 
led in radiating straight lines to outlying com¬ 
munities that may have supplied specialized 
resources, such as the estimated 150,000 to 
100,000 trees it took to roof all those buildings. 

Just as surely as the archaeological record 
from 500 to 1050 AD demonstrates the heyday 
of Chaco culture, later evidence shows a 


decline, first gradual and then precipitous. By 
1300 AD, nearly all the people had left, proba¬ 
bly to found new, much smaller towns—the 
pueblos of today. 

Tainter’s comprehensive and critical review 
of theoretical explanations for collapse of the 
Chaco, Classic Mayan, and Roman societies 
leads him to a compelling conclusion. "Com¬ 
plex societies...are recent in human history...," 
he writes. "Collapse then is not a fall to some 
primordial chaos, but a return to the normal 


human condition of lower complexity." When 
barbarians entered the Roman campagna in 
the 5th century AD, they were welcomed as 
liberators by a peasant population impover¬ 
ished by Roman taxes and administration. 
Primary food producers, Tainter notes, may 
even benefit from the collapse of political and 
cultural systems. 

As I paged through Tainter's arguments, I 
kept wondering what he was going to say 
about now. So many authors seem to shrink 


from logical but unhappy endings. But Tainter 
pursues his line of reasoning to a cautiously 
phrased, well documented, and plausible 
conclusion: "However much we like to think of 
ourselves as something special in world histo¬ 
ry, in fact industrial societies are subject to the 
same principles that caused earlier societies to 
collapse." 

The implications are unavoidable. How 
many of us are primary food getters or produc¬ 
ers, or would even know how to begin fending 
for ourselves? What portion of the world’s 
population could survive without transported 
food and fuel? As increasing numbers of us 
have become schooled, industrialized, electri¬ 
fied, communication-networked, automated, 
computerized, and car and video-dependent, 
we have set aside the human affinities and 
capabilities that sustained us as a species for 
a million years. Most of us no longer know 
how to live in anything but an artificial world; 
and what is worse, we prefer it to the real, the 
natural world. 

This piece of graffiti, collected in 1929 by 
reporter Walter Winchell, is an echo from 
Chaco Canyon that foreshadows our collective 
future: 'Hard times are not coming, brother. It's 
the soft times that are going." 

Anarchy subscribers 

Don’t lose us! 

If you don’t let us know well ahead of 
time when you move, your subscription 
copies won’t reach you. If you are receiving 
a 3rd Class bulk mail subscription (and most 
of you are), the Post Office won’t forward 
your copy to a new address. Please let us 
know at least 4 weeks before you move so 
that you don’t miss an issue. Due to our 
marginal financial position we simply can’t 
afford to send out extra copies at the First 
Class rate when subscribers miss copies 
because they didn’t notify us of changes of 
address! Please let us know when you move! 

CAL, POB 1446, 

Columbia, MO. 65205-1446 



New Liberation Newe Service #S/Jan.4, #7/Jan.21, & 
#8/Feb.6,'91 (POB 41, MIT Branch, Cambridge, MA. 02139) 
is a 12 to 14-page compilation of articles (largely taken from 
the North American radical leftist student press with a few 
anarchist contributions thrown in) intended for reprinting by 
member periodicals. Issue #5 includes articles like an 
"Interview with Ramsey Clark" by Joseph Rubin, and Steve 
Penn’s article on "Hydro Quebec: Death and destruction." 
Issue #7 includes a city by city update of anti-war activities 
and issue #8 includes lots of war news, along with wildly 
varying casualty statistics from various sources. No price 
listed. 

Plan: Public Lands Action Network #1 /Summer '90 
(POB 5631, Santa Fe, NM. 87502-5631) is a new 4-page 
newsletter aimed at "combatting" overgrazing in the U.S. 
West. Subscriptions are included with membership at $20 or 
$50/year. 

The J@ km #4/5, Samhaln/Yule *90 (POB 256, Hampden- 
Sydney, VA. 23943-0256) is the 6-page newsletter of the 
Association for Creative Adventuring. Send an SASE for a 
sample. 

Youth Ub *Zlne #4/undated (Syndicat des Elfcves, 2035 
Boul. St-Laurent, Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3, Canada) is a 28- 
page, (mostly) English & (partly) French-language, photocop¬ 
ied zine "promoting youth and children’s liberation." Most of 
the articles are cut-out reprints focussing on various aspects 
of the oppression of children around the world, including 
Brazil, Nicaragua, Colombia and Romania, besides the U.S. 
and Canada. Single issues are $2 each. 

Yawn #24/Dec.24, #25/Jan.2, & #26/Jan.9,’90 (POB 
227, Iowa City, I A. 52244) is a 2-page newsletter, subtitled 
"Sporadic Critique of Culture," featuring continuing commen¬ 
tary on the "art strike." Issue #24 includes The happy 
blunting of the institutionalized avant-garde." Subscriptions 
are $10/25 issues. 

The Torch Vol.2,#3/Sept.’90 (Socialist Party, 516 W. 25 
St., N.Y., NY. 10001) is an 8-page tabloid of "democratic 
socialism" and "youth liberation" published by the Young 
Peoples’ Socialist League. This issue includes a hilarious 
article titled "Yipsel explores Soviet Union" by Dan Sawyer 
(my favorite line: "The Russians were either very surprised 
when I told them I was a socialist or they laughed. 1 didn’t 
think it was that funny; after all, they have Lenin’s face on 
everything"). Subscriptions are $2.50/year (? issues). 

Turning The Tide Vol.4,#1/Jan.-Feb.’91 (POB 1990, 
Burbank, CA. 91507) is an 8-page "Anti-Racism Newsletter." 
This issue includes Tom Metzger and WAR: Down but not 
out," and an "Anti-racist resource list." Send 50$ for a sample 
copy. 

Dialogue #85/Jan. & #86/Feb.’91 (POB 71221, New Or¬ 
leans, LA. 70172) is the 20-page "New Orleans' Progressive 
Community Journal," focussing on local news. Issue #86 
includes anti-war news, and a defense of the ideology of 
"Nonviolence" by Ed Hedemann. Subscriptions are $5/year (4 
issues). 

Blue Ryder #2/Feb.-Mar.’91 (POB 587, Olean, NY. 14760) 
is a new 36-page zine taking the place of HEATHENzine and 
temm, subtitled “Radio Free America," which consists of 
"excerpts from underground, small press, and micropress 


publications." This issue includes "Northcoast death squads: 
Who’s in charge" by Paul Encimer (from Star Route Journal). 
Subscriptions are $15/ yaars (6 issues). 

New World Rising #14?/undated (Box 33, 77 Ives St., 
Providence, Rl. 02906) is a virtually unreadable (at least for 
me) collection of writings, graphics, rants, letters and messag¬ 
es (the producers say, "selected almost randomly" from 
contributions) apparently meant for distribution through the 
subterranean Grateful Dead network. Send an SASEforafrap 
sample. 

New Options #71/Oct. & #72/Dec.’90 (POB 19324, 
Washington, DC. 20036) is an 8-page newsletter synthesizing 
New Age, "green" and "postliberal" perspectives. Issue #71 
features "Some of our daughters, some of our lovers," on 
editor Mark Satin’s experiences interviewing Washington, D.C. 
streetwalkers. Issue #72 consists of the letters fallout from the 
editor’s coverage of the national green gathering in Estes, 
CO. last year. Subscriptions are still $25/year (11 issues). 

Ufe During Wartime #4/Winter ’90 (59 East Van Buren 
#1400, Chicago, IL 60605-1218) is an interesting, 20-page 
zine produced by the American Friends Service Committee. 
This issue includes "The 1990s: Empire in decline" (recogniz¬ 
ing that the new wave of U.S. intervention & militarism arises 
from "weakness, not strength^, "Crisis on the European front" 
by R. Hutchinson, and L Byster*s The Pacific Command and 
the Pacific century." Subscriptions are $ 10/year (3 issues). 

MSRRT Newsletter Vol.4,#1/Feb. & #2/Mar.’91 (Chris 
Dodge/Jan DeSirey, 4645 Columbus Ave. S., Mpls, MN. 
55407) is the 16-page newsletter of the Minnesota Social 
Responsibilities Round Table. Issue #1 includes a MSRRT 
"Gulf resolution" condemning the war with Iraq. Send a 45$ 
SASE for a sample. 

The Southern Libertarian Messenger Vol. 19,#6/Oct. & 
#7/Nov.’90 (Rt.10 Box 52A,-Florence, SC. 29501) is a 6 to 8- 
page, photocopied, right-wing/Christian "libertarian" publica¬ 
tion made up largely of clippings from other publications. 
Subscriptions are $6/year (12 issues). 

Mirkwood #1/Sept. & #2/Nov.-Dec.'90 (POB 4083, Terre 
Haute, IN. 47804) is an important new 4 to 8-page newsletter 
published "between editors and publishers of small press 
periodicals." The editor, Joe Lane, writes a fairly new column 
called The Fishing Hole," which appears in Facteheet Five. 
The first issue of Mirkwood features different publishers 
talking about distribution of their publications, including Fred 
Woodworth (The Match!), Donna Kossy (Kooks), and Joe 
Singer (Mother of Ashes Press). Recommended for all small 
publishers. Issue #2 features Paul Leonard’s The rise and fall 
of Fnord magazine." Subscriptions are $1.00/issue (for up to 
5 issues). 

The American Rationalist Vol.35,#5/Jan.-Feb.’91 (POB 
994, St. Louis, MO. 63188) is a 16-page magazine subtitled 
The alternative to religious superstition." Issue #5 features "In 
defense of eupraxophy." Subscriptions are $6/year (6 issues). 

Direct Confrontation [unnumbered] Oct.-Nov. & Dec.’90 
(Constitutional Revival, 29 Fairfield Rd., Enfield, CN. 06082) is 
an 8-page "minimal government" newsletterfocussing on the 
Bill of Rights. Subscriptions are # 12/year (irregular). 

Storm Warning! #17/Jan.’91 (WAW-AI, 4710 University 


Way NE., Suite 1612, Seattle, WA. 98105) is a 32-page anti¬ 
imperialist veterans newsletter (fronting for the R.C.P. as I 
hear). This issue includes "Reports on ‘Bringing the war 
home,’" and "Gl resistance can stop the war." Subscriptions 
are $10/year(?) (10 issues). 

Big Forehead Express #8/Oct., #9/Nov.-Dec.’90 & 
#10/Jan.-Feb.’91 (Incite Information, POB 17406, Arlington, 
VA. 22216) is a moderately interesting, little 16 to 24-page 
bulletin of "News Analysis and Commentary" from a vaguely 
libertarian left perspective. Issue #9 features predictions about 
the US-lraq war, "What’s wrong with McDonald’s" (reprinted 
from LirmAahi), and Adam Starchild’s interesting essay on 
The altering of court transcripts." Issue #9 features a reprint 
of the eye-opening "Sexual apartheid in Saudi Arabia” by 
Marie Desantis (from off backs), and the Boston Anarchist 
Drinking Brigade’s "Abolish all prisons." Issue # 10 includes a 
reprint of Tom Wetzel's The case against the auto" (from 
Ideas & Action), and editor Mark Hand’s column of miscella¬ 
neous media criticism titled "Dirty work." Subscriptions are 
$ 10/year (6 issues). 

Celtic Pamplemousse #1 /undated (Jim Druid, 66 
Greyhound Dr., Willowriale, Ontario M2H 1K3, Canada) is a 
20-page photocopied rant-zine, including short pieces on 
"Abortion," "Junior Rangers ’89," and "Why Pm going straight." 
Send a (Canadian) SASE or a contribution for a sample copy. 

Decadent Worker # 193/Aug., # 194/Sept., # 198/Nov.'90, 
#197/Jan.12, & #198/Jan. 17,’91 (Packrat Press, Box 5498, 
Atlanta, GA. 30307) is a meandering 2-page monologue sheet 
published by Kerry Thomley on his connections with Jim 
Garrison, Lee Harvey Oswald & the JFK assassination 
conspiracy, among other topics. Send $1/5 issues. 

Recon Vol.13,#4/Jan.’91 (POB 14602, Philadelphia, 
PA. 19134) is a 16-page anti-militarist, Pentagon-watchers’ 
newsletter. This issue includes coverage of changes in 
foreign-based U.S. troop numbers and U.S. foreign military 
sales. Subscriptions are $ 15/year (4 issues). 

Any Time Now Vol.2,#1 /Winter ’91 (Affinity Place, 
Argenta, B.C. V0G 1B0, Canada) is a small, yet thoughtful 12- 
page zine featuring Larry Gambone on a few aspects of 
current trends toward "Decentralization," a celebration of 
"Socialization and socialism" also by Gambone, and Ken Yee 
Yip with a probing, though still very problematic interpretation 
of "’Max Stimer and alienation" (though for all its faults this 
essay is far and away better than the typical smears of Stimer 
made by most critics). Subscriptions are $4/year (4 issues). 

These EXIT Times #1/1991 (POB 86646, Portland, OR. 
97286-0646) is the first 8^page issue of this tongue-in-cheek 
newsletter of the "Voluntary Human Extinction Movement 
(VHEMT)."This issue includes a humorous "Eco depth gauge: 
How deep is your ecology?" Send an SASE for a sample. 

The Other Israel #45/Jan.-Feb.’91 (I.C.I.P.P., POB 956, 
Tel-Aviv 61008, Israel) is the courageous 12-page newsletter 
of the Israeli Council for Israeli-Palestinian Peace. Each issue 
includes accounts of recent events in the Middle East, Israel 
and its occupied territories from the perspective of the small 
Israeli peace movement. This very interesting issue includes 
"No to the war!" by Matti Peled, "War diary" by Adam Keller, 
and The day after" by Uri Avnery. Subscriptions are $30/year 
(6 issues). 


Combat #1/undated (ALFSG, Box 42, 10024 82 Ave., 
Edmonton, Alberta T6E 1Z3, Canada) is the militant new 16- 
page "newsletter of the Animal Liberation Front Support 
Group (Canada)" providing coverage of ALF actions & wrests. 
Subscriptions are $6/year (? issues). 

Cerro GordoTown Forum Vol. 16,#2/Autumn '89 (Dorena 
Lake, Box 569, Cottage Grove, OR. 97424) is a 16-page 
newsletter about efforts to create a "symbiotic, self-sustaining" 
eco-village. This issue includes news on the project, along 
with short essays like Richard Register's "What is an ecocity?" 
Send an SASE for a sample copy. 

Bon It Dead # 11/Winter ’90-91 (POB 3166, Hollywood, 
CA. 90028) is a better-than-average, 40-page punk-zine 
carrying the usual array of show & record & band reviews, 
interviews and ads. This issue focusses on "obsessions, bad 
habits and addictions," and includes an interesting interview 
with "graffiti artist" Sleez, along with chapter 4 of Jack Mar¬ 
quette’s The art(s) of producing an ’underground’ music/art 
special event" on "Finances." Subscriptions are $ 10/year (4 
issues?). 

Prison Nows Service/The Marionette #28[52]/Jan.- 
Feb.’91 (POB 5052, Sin. A, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5W 
1W4) is a combined, 12-page tabloid doing a good job of 
covering North American prison issues. This issue includes 
"Shattering social mythology* (covering the results of the 
recent Prison Discipline Study) and "Whither anti-authoritari¬ 
an? (on the direction of "the anti-authoritarian movement") 
both by Bill Dunne. Send a contribution for a sample copy. 

Funmare #1/undated (627 Taylor St., #21, San Francis¬ 
co, CA. 94102) is 32 pages of seemingly random meander- 
ings through the meaninglessness & boredom of the contem¬ 
porary urban landscape. Send a 52$ SASE for a sample 
copy. 

Slingshot #39/Oct.19,’90 (700 Eshleman Hall, Berkeley, 
CA. 94720) is an energetic, 16-page monthly student paper 
for the University California at Berkeley community. This one 
is a "Women’s issue," including pieces like "Queer" by Sun¬ 
shine Smith, and "‘Pro-lifers* mandate murder" by Laura. Send 
a contribution for a sample copy. 

Resistance #14 (Friends of Durruti, POB 790 Stn. A, 
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 2N6, Canada) is a 16-page tabloid 
"covering militant autonomist, anti-imperialist, national 
liberation, feminist and anti-nuclear struggles in advanced, 
capitalist countries." This issue features a good discussion of 
"Khanawake and Kanesatake: The struggle continues" (on the 
Mohawk/Canadian confrontation last year), and a Revolution¬ 
ary Cells "Discussion paper: What is patriarchy?" Subscrip¬ 
tions are $6/year (? issues). 

Pagans for Peace #47/Feb. 9991 A.D.A. (POB 86134, 
North Vancouver, B.C. V7L 4J5, Canada) is an 8-page 
newsletter for socially-activist pagans. Issue #47 includes 
"Advice for the warlom" advocating resistance to the Persian 
Gulf war. Subscriptions are $ 15/year (13 issues). 

Masodik Latas #5/Nov.’90 (c/o Racz MihAly, 1172 
Budapest XIII. u. 35, T: 1586410, Hungary) is a 72-page, 
Hungarian-language fanzine. This issue includes an interview 
with Patti Smith, among other things. Send $1.00 for a 
sample copy. 
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Anarchy and Civilization by Mitchell Halberstadt 
(MitchellHalberstadt, 30-3415 Newport Parkway, Jersey 
City, NJ. 1990) 42pp. $3.25 paper 

I n the last few years there have been 
few themes which have aroused as 
much discussion in the anarchist press 
as that of the relation of ecological radical¬ 
ism to anarchist theory and practice. This 
discussion has also mirrored (though it has 
usually far surpassed) the growing concern 
within the North American left to finally deal 
more thoroughly with the implications of 
ecological radicalism. 

The most consistently radical ecological 
critiques have tended to congeal around three 
perspectives: (1) the "biocentric" creeds that 
usually go by the name of "deep ecology" 
which have exerted a heavy influence on the 
Earth First! activist network, (2) the left-anar¬ 
chist naturalism fashioned by Murray Bookchin 
that has claimed the title "social ecology" and 
established its influence over a substantial 
minority of the major North American "green" 
organization, and (3) the anti-technological 
anarcho-primitivism which is largely associated 
with the Fifth Estate group in Detroit, who 
publish the single most influential paper within 
the North American anarchist movement. It is 
no coincidence that two of these general 
perspectives are explicitly anarchist, while the 
other also includes a significant number of 
anarchist proponents among its more numer¬ 
ous statist proponents. The lines of disagree¬ 
ment and divergence, as well as the fields of 
agreement and convergence, among these 
perspectives are too complicated to adequate¬ 
ly portray here. But what should be abundantly 
clear is that the bulk of the discussions over 
the orientation of radical ecology are basically 
discussions concerning the orientation of the 
eco-anarchist critique. While the major themes 
under discussion include the nature of civiliza¬ 
tion, of technology, capitalism and culture, 
along with the place of social theory, morality, 
ecology as science, and ideology in environ¬ 
mental theory and practice.' 

Mitchell Halberstadt's new pamphlet, Anar¬ 
chy and Civilization, is an attempt to intervene 
in this ongoing discussion by one who believes 
that the increasingly ecological orientation of 
the anarchist movement has simply gone too 
far in renouncing civilization and its values. 
Unfortunately, Halberstadt does not give his 
readers much in the way of an overview of the 
discussion he enters into, preferring to snipe 
obliquely at ill-defined positions held to varying 
degrees by proponents of each of the three 
general eco-anarchist perspectives. This will 
undoubtedly leave many wondering what he’s 
talking about, or at least why he has picked 
such an idiosyncratic range of targets. Still, for 
those already familiar with the situation I've 
outlined so far, the terrain he attempts to 
negotiate will be a bit more comprehensible. 
The title of the pamphlet is actually a suc¬ 


cinct statement of the author’s goal, with an 
emphasis on the conjunction—anarchy and 
civilization! In his concern for the growing 
influence of the biocentric-deep ecologists as 
well as the anarcho-primitivists within the 
anarchist movement, Halberstadt wants to 
reaffirm what he sees as the overwhelmingly 
positive values of civilization. He points out 
that while the anarcho-primitivists and the 
deep-ecologists spar over the value of social 
theory and the influence of capitalism, they 
both largely share an antipathy to civilization. 
This antipathy can be threatening to the great 
majority of people who as yet have no commit¬ 
ment to preserving what's left of the wilderness 
and their own wildness, much less in expand¬ 
ing them and destroying the megamachine. 
However, Halberstadt doesn’t really argue his 
case so much as he meanders along through 
a circuitous, discursive narrative which gives 
him a chance to make multiple assertions 
whose contexts and meanings are not always 
well established. 

Halberstadt claims that "The purpose of this 
essay is to forge a new position in this discus¬ 
sion-one that recognizes and salvages the 
best of civilized values, while facing squarely 
the twin crises of human freedom and plane¬ 
tary ecocide." But, while he does attempt to 
salvage civilization, he does this precisely by 
evading a thorough examination of the "twin 
crises" of freedom and ecocide. For him, 
human freedom outside of his notion of "net¬ 
work consciousness" 2 —requiring a highly indus¬ 
trialized, market economy for its base—is sim¬ 
ply inconceivable. And any specific talk of 
ecology usually refers to the pamphlet's subti¬ 
tle "The Ecology of Consciousness," rather 
than to the planetary ecology. If the author has 
any concrete notions of how humanity might 
confront the current ecological crisis they are 
strangely absent from the text. 

In the end his arguments come down to a 
defense of a highly idealized (most anarchists, 
I hope, would say "unrealistic”) notion of civili¬ 
zation and the Enlightenment. Despite all the 
records of history which show civilization to be 
overwhelmingly based on hierarchy, military 
aggression, slavery (& wage-slavery), and the 
dogmas of religion and ideology (including 
rationalism), he maintains that the "true basis" 
of civilization is supposedly "a cosmopolitan 
vision" with "love" at its "heart"! Even if one 
wants to make a case that "cosmopolitanism" 
and "urban sophistication" may be a couple of 
the more valuable aspects of modern civiliza¬ 
tion, it seems odd that these could ever be 
identified as central aspects of civilization 
rather than as accidental "spin-offs" principally 
enjoyed by privileged minorities. 

Much of Halberstadt’s narrative is concerned 
with belittling and dismissing those aspects of 
anti-Enlightenment, anti-civilization critique 
which promote the value of wilderness, the 
deconstruction of the technological mega¬ 
machine and the value of free play (over work 


and capitalist exchange). However, due to his 
lack of concern for establishing contexts or 
convincingly fleshing out his arguments, they 
only tend to leave this reader with more and 
more questions about the author’s own unstat¬ 
ed assumptions and unjustified assertions. For 
example, a quotation from the Christian Bible 
about the Garden of Eden hardly seems to 
make any sense as a refutation of Paul Si¬ 
mons' summary of the recent anthropological 
revisionism which claims primitives lived in the 
original "abundant societies.” And the sneering 
toneof some of his comments elsewhere—as 
when he accuses George Bradford (of Fifth 
Estate) of promoting "sheer demagoguery," or 
else being "ultimately as Puritanical, anti-cos- 

More on 

Anarchy & Civilization 

Review by Laure A. 

T his pamphlet tries to add new depth to 
the ongoing discussions on civilization 
such as have appeared in the pages of 
Anarchy and Fifth Estate. Unfortunately 
Mitchell Halberstadt begins this piece with the 
pretense of addressing it to a general reading 
audience, claiming to want to offer a jargon- 
free overview of the many issues. Not only 
does he fail to steer clear of the jargon, but he 
decides to go into quasi-moralistic definitions, 
laments and calls to rationality—all the while 
using annoying "we"s. Mingled in with his 
definitions of anarchy are leftist definitions of 
left and right, and a two line summary analysis 
of the history of civilization and oppression. I 
couldn't read through it a second time, much 
less pay attention the first. One would do 
better to skip over the first 12 to 14 pages and 
pick it up where it actually starts to get inter¬ 
esting. (Unless, of course, your life is boring 
and you have absolutely nothing better to do, 
in which case you could come over to my 
house and answer my mail for me—which may 
be more exciting—and I'd probably even be 


mopolitan, and anti-intellectual as the blather 
offered by every yahoo with a revival tent"— 
doesn't compensate for the lack of explicitly 
developed reasoning behind statements of 
Halberstadt's own judgements. 

For those who share a relatively blind taste 
for technological "convenience" (while ignoring 
the general debasement of life necessary to 
provide it) and the illusion of urbane cosmo¬ 
politanism (which historically rests on hierarchi¬ 
cal social stratification and exploitation), Anar¬ 
chy and Civilization will be a welcome diver¬ 
sion. For them it may provide some relief from 
the generally anti-civilization direction that the 
ongoing discussions between the various eco- 
anarchist tendencies seems headed. For those 
interested in searching for counter-arguments 
to the critique of civilization, this pamphlet 
may provide some food for thought and a few 
very valid warnings, despite the overall lack of 
convincing argument for its central theme. But 
for those who prefer to dig a bit deeper into 
the origins of the world’s social and environ¬ 
mental crises, the obvious choice will be to 
continue their investigations elsewhere. 
Notes: 

1. Although some anarcho-syndicalists (notably in the 
page of Ideas & Action) have finally entered this 
discussion in an attempt to regain a bit of the legitimacy 
the syndicalist tendency has lost in the last couple 
decades, their contributions are most likely to be seen 
as "too little, entirely too late." While the brazen oppor¬ 
tunism of the I.W.W. (Industrial Workers of the World, 
a syndicalist though substantially non-anarchist proto¬ 
union gang) during the last couple years in its "alliance" 
with elements of Earth First! is unlikely to ultimately 
fool very many ecological radicals into joining its "One 
Big Union" crusade. 

2. What situationists would call an ideology of "spectac¬ 
ular" consciousness. As Halberstadt puts it on page 34 
of the pamphlet, "our role as conscious beings...is to 
traffic in information," and on page 38, "information- 
. .becomes the criterion for all other values and the basis 
for evolution...." 


nice to you in that case.) 

The next 25 or so pages bring up many 
fundamental issues relative to human exis¬ 
tence and are for the most part interesting and 
lively. I'd recommend it to anyone even if 
solely as a basis for more discussion. (Mitch at 
times gets bogged down in specifics and only 
touches on vital issues; further discussion had 
to be what he had in mind as it is ridiculous to 
think of a comprehensive treatment of these 
subjects in 40 pages.) Among the issues 
discussed is the primacy of human welfare in 
relation to the history of the Earth; human exis¬ 
tence and mortality in' relation to planetary 
evolution & events is one of the cornerstone 
issues in any lengthy discussion of biocen¬ 
trism. And even for those of you who’ve had 
enough of all this, you might still find this a 
good read as he handles many topics with 
humour, he gets in a few good jabs at the 
romanticism of wilderness worship and ad¬ 
dresses the issues—ranging from the ambigu¬ 
ity of prehistory to the racist opinions of certain 
Earth Firstlers—with an enjoyable, socially 
motivated sarcasm. 

Warning: Mitchell has copyrighted this 
pamphlet so if you pirate a few copies, and tell 
him, expect him to get upset. Just goes to 
show, even half-baked individuals can produce 
half-interesting pamphlets. 


Berlin squats attacked 


Continued from page 3 

no ex-DDR police officers were deployed lor 
these actions. Last minute negotiation efforts 
by members of the Alternative List, the civil 
rights movement and the Lutheran bishop of 
East Berlin failed—the responsible Social Demo¬ 
cratic government officials simply refused to 
pick , up their phones or to make time. 

In the early morning hours of Wednesday, 
over 4,000 police sealed off the whole neigh¬ 
borhood around the Mainzerstrasse. Shortly 
after 7 AM the police attacked the streets with 
yet another round of CS gas (which causes 
asthma attacks, vomiting, eye irritation and 
mental confusion), water tanks, eviction tanks, 
and police commandos that came over the 
rooftops of neighboring houses. Then shock 
grenades and CS gas grenades were deliber¬ 
ately aimed at people on rooftops and barri¬ 
cades. The cops also used rubber bullets and 
live ammunition, injuring two squatters with so- 
called "stray bullets." For about three hours 
over 800 people defended the streets with 
rocks, molotov cocktails and barricades, before 
police forces broke through the last barricades 
and the remaining people gathered in the last 


two houses. Over 400 people were arrested 
and often brutally beaten during the arrests or 
while in custody. One woman remains in 
intensive care with life-threatening injuries 
inflicted by police beatings. 

On Wednesday evening, more than 15,000 
people gathered in East Berlin for a peaceful 
demonstration in support of the squats and in 
protest against the police brutality. The dem¬ 
onstration was later broken up by heavy police 
forces. Since then the neighborhood around 
the Mainzerstrasse has been turned into a 
military occupation zone with police every¬ 
where. The street itself has been completely 
sealed off by cops while construction workers 
are demolishing the houses. 

Support actions for the squatters have taken 
place across Germany, Western and Eastern 
Europe. In several cities in Germany demon¬ 
strations and nightly attacks on banks, depart¬ 
ment stores and police stations took place. In 
Copenhagen, the German embassy was at¬ 
tacked with molotovs. In Milano and in Prague, 
hundreds of people tried to occupy the Ger¬ 
man consulates. Over 100 leftist organizations 
in Germany have issued an appeal demanding 
thatthe houses be given back to the squatters, 
that the charges be dropped against all arrest¬ 
ed, that the city offer contracts to all squats, 
and that the mayor and the senator of the 


interior of West Berlin step down. The Alterna¬ 
tive List left the governing coalition with the 
Social Democrats because of the police at¬ 
tacks. 

The new standards for police measures 
against the radical opposition which were set 
over the week are meant as a warning for the 
citizens of East Germany, whose social and 
economic conditions are deteriorating rapidly. 
They are supposed to understand quickly that 
any serious protest and resistance has to 
remain within the limits the system sets, other 
wise they will be brutally punished. The esca¬ 
lating force by the police also sets new stan¬ 
dards for future militant movements to be 
aware of. The German government is clearly 
afraid that the potential for social unrest during 
the current transition period is growing. There¬ 
fore, they want to destroy the existing basis 
and the structures of the militant left before¬ 
hand and split the resistance along the lines of 
"violence" vs. "non-violent protest." On a Euro¬ 
pean scale, the German government and 
police are following the guidelines set by the 
TREVI commission. TREVI stands for "Terror¬ 
ism, Fladicalism, Extremism, Violence, Interna¬ 
tional" and functions as the West European 
counter-insurgency planning committee. Ac¬ 
cording to the TREVI-commission guidelines, 
all squats in Western Europe are to be evicted 


by 1992. 

Any examples of self-determination and 
alternatives are being perceived as a threat to 
the New Greater Germany; the internal opposi¬ 
tion has to be pacified or extinguished, espe¬ 
cially in the designated capitol. As one squat¬ 
ter said after the eviction: 

"H is not a coincidence that the state chose 
Berlin and. this particular time to show its full 
force. In the Mainzerstrasse we attempted to 
create different living conditions with as much 
self-determination and solidarity as possible 
against the growing racism, neo-fascism and 
police-state measures. The state forces became 
clearly afraid of us because here people from 
different movements and ordinary citizens lived 
and talked with each other, and we were devel¬ 
oping a new reality as an example for others as 
well. We always knew that ultimately we would 
not be able to win a military confrontation with 
the state forces, and we were trying to negoti¬ 
ate a political solution for months before the 
eviction. But it was also known that we would 
not give up our houses that easily or quietly. 
And the last 48 hours have also been an in¬ 
credible experience in solidarity and struggling 
together." 

Source: Arm The Spirit #5 (B<vc 475, 253 College St., 
Toronto, Ontario, M5T1R5, Canada). 






INSTEAD OF @ MAGAZINE #50/Winter 91 
(POB 433, Willimantic, CT. 06226) is a lively 
little 52-page reader-written journal. This issue- 
one of the better ones—starts out with "Some 
facts about war, anarchy and the Middle East!" 
It also features a variety of essays like Robert 
Shea's reasoned apology for armchairism titled 
"The joy of baking pie in the sky," L. Gam- 
bone's Hegelian interpretation of "Anarchism 
and the end of history," an idiosyncratic de¬ 
fense of anarchist nationalism by K.R. Bolton 
titled "Anarchism & the folk community" (advo¬ 
cating the principle "Down with states; up with 
borders"), and Neal Keating’s unusual "Anarchy 
& anarchists: A critical perspective (Part I)"—ac¬ 
cording to which "We are all standing in Dog- 
gy-doo." Subscriptions are $6.50/4 issues. 

SMUT (Smile) #5/undated (c/o Schiz-Flux, 
Box 3502, Madison, Wl. 53704) is an exciting 
and intelligent, 44-page zine subtitled "Journal 
of Illicit Sex and Hardcore Exposure." This 
issue includes a very nicely done essay (possi¬ 
bly reprinted from Artpaper?) on "Wild chil¬ 
dren," a tribute to conspiracy researcher Mae 
Brussell, "Live TV - Action (’Transvestite)," "A 
vicious cycle, indeed!" (on the repression of 
children’s sexuality), a fairly competent over¬ 
view of the S.I. titled "Drifting with the Situa- 
tionist International,“ and an overview of the 
upheavals in Eastern European titled “The 
revolutions of 1989." At times academic semi- 
otic/post-structuralist terminology seems to 
take over, but for the most part this is a very 
readable periodical. Help fight the attempts at 
censorship & repression of this zine (appar¬ 
ently many printers refused to print it, etc.) by 
sending for a copy before it’s too late. Recom¬ 
mended. Sample copies are $2; subscriptions 
are $8/4 issues. __ 



AGAINST SLEEP AND NIGHTMARE #3/un- 
dated (POB 3305, Oakland, CA. 94609) is a 
fairly sophisticated attempt at extending the 
situationist critique, while remaining within the 
Situationist International’s self-contradictory 
theoretical framework of Marxist council com¬ 
munism. This issue includes “Some fragment¬ 
ed views of a fragmented world" (a critique of 
news), "Casey’s brain: The proverbs of modern 
terrorism," "Hate radio," "Classic rock," and 
"The theory of spectacular sex." In this one- 
person periodical, all articles remain unattribut¬ 
ed. Recommended. Subscriptions are $6.00/4 
issues. (Any checks must be made payable to 
"cash.") 

ALSO RECEIVED: 

Bulletin of Anarchist Research #22/Nov.’90 (T.V. 
Cahill, Dept, of Politics, Univ. of Lancaster, Lancaster 
LAI 4YL, England) is the 36 to 40-page newsletter of 
the Anarchist Research Group. Issue #22 includes 
reviews of Factsheet Five by Bob Black, of Lorraine 
Perlman’s Having Little, Being Much: A Chronicle of 
Fredy Perlman’s Fifty Years by John Moore, and of 
Alice Wexler's Emma Goldman in Exile: From the 
Russian Revolution to the Spanish Civil War by Tony 
Powell, among others. Also included Is an essay by 
Dave Morland titled "The Crito and the community 
charge," a piece by Paul Marshall on "Chomsky's 
anarchism," and Michael Duane on "Anarchism and 
nature." Usually worth checking out. Airmail sub¬ 
scriptions are £7/6 issues (checks must be in 
Stehing, or send the equivalent in cash). 

Profane Existence #8/Jan.’91 (POB 8722, Mpls, 
MN. 55408) is now a monthly 40-page anarcho-punk 
fanzine. This issue begins with an "Echomedia news" 
section (on the eviction of Berlin squatters, Lubicon 
direct action, & the "Catalyst" student environmental 
conference), and also includes "What Is the Anarchist 
Black Cross," "Anarchism, terror and propaganda by 


Anarchist 


press 

* Compiled by 

the deed’ by Professor Felix, "Hunt saboteurs’ by 
Simon, an Interview with the Belfast "Warzone Collec¬ 
tive," and band Interviews with F.UAL, Karma Sutra 
and Citizen's Arrest, along with record & zine reviews. 
Subschptions are $18/year (12 Issues). 

The Shadow #15/Dec.'90-Feb.'91 (POB 20298, 
New York, NY. 10009) Is an energetic 20-page tabloid 
covering the squatting, homeless and Tompkins 
Square Park scenes on the Lower East Side in New 
York. This issue includes numerous articles on the 


review 

Lev Chernyi 

Ecomedia Bulletin #87/Nov.6, thru #92/Jan.15, 
’91 (POB 915, Stn. F, Toronto, Ontario M4Y 2N9, 
Canada) is a 4-page fortnightly anarchist news bulle¬ 
tin. These Issues Include a story on political prisoner 
Alan Berkman, "The Colonization of Quebec: A brief 
history," "B.C. squats squashed,' a piece on the new 
Canadian GST tax, and an article titled 'Lubicon 
Nation not sub|ect to Canadian Jurisdiction: Sover¬ 
eignty in the courtroom." Subscriptions are $15/year 
(26 issues). 


Ross Gardiner in this issue. Send a contribution for a 
sample copy. 

OTHER NON-ENGUSH-LANQUAGE 
PERIODICALS RECEIVED: 

Trafik #33 (Eduardstrasse 40, D-4330 Mulheim 1, 
West Germany) is a well-produced 68-page, German- 
language "international Journal for Libertarian Culture 
and Politics." This issue Is entirely devoted to a 
German translation of Donald Rooum's "Wildcat & 
Co: Libertare Comics." Single copies are 7DM plus 
postage. 

Umanita' Nova Vol.70,#32/0tt.28 thru #39/Dic. 
23,’90, Vd.71.#1/Gen.20 & #4/Feb.10.’91 (Via 
Ernesto Rossi 80, 57100 Livorno, Italy) Is the 8-page 
weekly newspaper of the Federazionq Anarchica 
Itallana. Issue #32 Includes an article titled "Propa¬ 
ganda anarchica nel dopoguerra: Armando Borghi In 
Calabria nell’estate del ’46," and a short history of the 
Dutch anarchist movement f orthe last 40 years. Issue 
#33 includes more news on resistance to the Persian 


war with Iraq and anti-war activities in New York, an 
article covering the attack on Berlin squatters last 
Fall, an account of "Arrests at AIDS Brigade needle 
exchange" by Cisco, and lots of other short articles. 
Subscriptions are $10/year (7 issues). 

OTHER SMALL PERIODICALS RECEIVED: 

Green Anarchist #25/Autumn ‘90 (Box H, 34 
Cowley Rd„ Oxford OX4 1HZ, U.K) is a lively 24- 
page magazine dedicated to creating a society of 
"Autonomous, self-sufficient villages, bringing regres¬ 
sion of technology: no industry, no pollution, no 
hunger, no bomb." Issue #25 includes an account of 
the fate of the latest Summer solstice Stonehenge 
festival attempt, "Development in the U.K... and In the 
Third World," and "How to stop the developers - Sab¬ 
otage: The ultimate veto." Subscriptions are £5.50/- 
10 issues. 

The Party’s Over #1 /Oct. & #2/Nov.’90 (Auto- 
nome Forum, POB 366, Williamstown, MA. 01267) is 
a new 4-page streetsheet focussing on reprinting 
news of autonomist actions in tiny, tiny print. These 
issues cover the recent battles between squatters & 
cops in Berlin, the KKK march in Washington, DC., 
and the German protests against unification. Send an 
SASE for a sample copy. 

Poison Pen unnumbered/undated (POB 71 
Hastings, E. Sussex, England) is an 8-page newslet¬ 
ter with a front page essay titled "Smash the poll 
tax!!" and an interesting article titled "Unleaded con" 
(on benzene as an additive In unleaded gasoline). 
Send a contribution for a sample copy. 

Class War #1 /undated (c/o Profane Existence, 
POB 8722, Mpls, MN. 55408) is the first 4-page 
tabloid Issue of the New York City edition of the well- 
known English paper. Three groups have started a 
new U.S. Class War Federation: the Bayou La Rose 
group in Tacoma, the Profane Existence group in 
Minneapolis, and a NYC group. Send an SASE for a 
sample copy. 

Love and Rage/Amor y Rabia #6/Oct. & #7/ 
Nov.’90 (Box 3, Prince St. Station, New York, NY. 
10012) is a controversial, 16-page anarchist news- 
monthly. issue #6 features articles on the Middle 
East crisis including a lead article by Wayne Price 
titled "Oil war," "The Gulf crisis In context" by Zoltan 
Grossman, and "Out now! Toward a strategy of 
resistance" by Christopher Day, along with a feminist 
rant (critical of male anarchists who avoid intimacy) 
by Zelda, and a reprint of the first part of an anarcho- 
Lenlnist, anti-spontaneism pamphlet by the Anarchist 
Workers Group titled "Organizing for Anarchy: An 
Historical Overview." Issue #7 includes a review of 
John Stoltenberg’s Refusing to be a Man (from an 
ideologically feminist perspective) by Paul Toupe, a 
page of anti-war articles including "We'll bum your 
fucking banks’ by Matt Black, and the second part of 
the Anarchist Workers Group pamphlet, titled "Orga¬ 
nizing for anarchy: Principles of organization." Sub¬ 
scriptions are $7.00/year (12 issues). 

The Infinite Onion #5/undated (POB 263, Colora¬ 
do Springs, CO. 80901) is a lively, 24-page anarcho- 
punk zine featuring an article titled ‘Losing again" (on 
the progressive loss of U.S. civil rights) by Avi Naftel. 
Subscriptions are $5/year (5 issues). 

A-Infos #1/Nov.’90 (8, Arlstidou St., 10559 Ath¬ 
ens, Greece) Is a new 4-page, English-language 
Information bulletin produced by the same people 
who publish the Greek-language streetsheet The 
Anarchist. Send a contribution for a sample copy. 

Dumpster Tlmes#8/Jan.'91 (W.S.D., POB 80044, 
Akron, OH. 44308) is an eclectic 40-page zine. This 
Issue features "The spirit of government" ("The state 
has set itself up as a sort of god...") by Allen Thorn¬ 
ton, "What is art for?" by W.S.D., and a short story 
titled "Eyes of Flesh, Eyes of Fire" by Mitch Kalish. 
Send $2.00 or equivalent for a sample copy. 

Little Free Press #81/Dec.'90 & #82/Jan.’91 
(Rt.1, Box 102, Cushing, MN. 56443) is a 4 to 8-page 
description of Ernest Mann's own individual solutions 
to living as far outside the money economy as he 
can, along with his ideas for instituting a Priceless 
Economic System. Issue #81 includes his thoughts 
on how to end "Forest ctearcutting." Issue #82 
includes his suggestions on "How to stop war!" Send 
an SASE for a copy of this newsletter. 


Black Flag #196/Jan., #200/Sept. & #201/ 
Nov.'90 (BM Hurricane, London WC1N 3XX, England) 
Is an 8-page, bimonthly anarcho-syndicalist newspa¬ 
per (with the emphasis always definitely on news), 
subtitled "For Anarchist Resistance." Issue #200 
includes news on the "Poll Tax autumn of discon¬ 
tent," "Trafalgar Square - The resistance continues," 
"Squatting in East Berlin," "The Mohawk struggle," 
and an account of "Anarchist resistance in Nazi 
Germany." Issue #201 includes "No war but class 
war!" and "A history of imperialist intervention" (both 
on the Persian Gulf war). Subscriptions are £6/6 
issues. 

Envision Life undated/unnumbered (T.E.S.C., 
Bldg.F, RM. 208E, Olympia, WA. 98505) is a 4-page 
zine featuring a short rant titled "Stop dreaming...nev¬ 
er!" Send an SASE for a sample copy. 


Gulf war mobilizations, and the Italian anarchist 
centers under threat of expulsion. Issue #34 includes 
a commentary on the Persian Gulf crisis titled "Senza 
limit! I'ipocrlsia degll Stall." Issue #35 includes 
Information on the reborn Bulgarian anarchist move¬ 
ment. Issue #38 Includes "La confessione" on the 
importance of the Italian "Gladla* scandal. Issue #1 
of volume 71 starts off with "La guerra dei padroni," 
which urges people to desert from their armies and 
democracies. Subscriptions are US$55.00/year. 

Perspectief Vol.5,#20/Jull-Sept.'90 (Ubertaire 
Studlegroep, Dracenastraat 21, 9000 Gent. Belgium) 
is a 40-page Dutch-language journal of libertarian 
perspectives. This issue features "Standpuntbepaling: 
de Golfkrisls" by Dirk Sluljs, and "Een nleuw synthe- 
tisch wereldbeeld" by Leo Apostel. Single copies are 
40Fr. plus postage. 


The Alarm #3/Wlnter '91 (2518-4 Seaford Circle, 
Tampa, FL 33613) is a 12-page, left-anarchist tabloid, 
recently moved from Chicago. This issue includes 
"The folly of opposing Saddam" by Lance Klafeta 
(who thought the attack on iraq would end in a rout 


of U.S. forces!), a couple good letters from Bob 
Black, and "The relevance of Pierre Joseph Proud¬ 


hon" (unattributed). Subscriptions are $5/year (4 



Anti Clock-Wise #13/undated (POB 175, L69 
8DX, Liverpool, Merseyside, England) is a lively & 
interesting 12-page, situationist-influenced bimonthly, 
subtitled "Nihilists, one more effort if we are to be 
revolutionaries." Issue #13 includes "Animal rights: A 
model for Insurrection or single issue, intolerant 
fanatics?", a piece titled "RANT: All I want is a room 
somewhere..." (on housing), and a reprint of "Theory 
of spectacular sex* (from Against Sleep & Night¬ 
mare #3). Individual copies are 40p plus postage. 


FreeZine Vol.3,#1/Nov.'90 (POB 1465, Troy, NY. 
12180) is a nicely-produced 20-page magazine. This 
issue includes numerous short essays, including 
"Some reasons why I might bum an American flag" 
by T.L Stone, as well as a couple pages of poetry. 
The publication is free, but send a contribution for 
postage. 

Green Perspectives #21/Dec.'90 (POB 111, 
Burlington, VT. 05402) is an 8-page "Left Green" 
publication featuring a very interesting series of 
statements titled "Voices of the German left: On 
parliamentarism, party formation, and the state" in 
this issue. If you're interested in understanding the 
failure of the German Greens, this ts a good starting 
point for study. Subscriptions are $10/10 issues. 

Pepgtrlzzine #1?/undated (Siobhan, POB 20801, 
NYC, NY. 10009) is a small-format, 28-page comic 
zine featuring characters like Sledgehammer Sue, 
Kail Molotov and Circular Saw Sally. Send $5 for a 
copy. 

The State Adversary #16/Dec.'90 (AAA POB 78- 
104, Grey Lynn, Auckland, Aotearoa/New Zealand) is 
a 12-page newsletter featuring a piece on the "Third 
World war* (war against the Third World, that is) by 


Uberecana Llgllo #71/K.’90 (P.Persson, Svart- 
vlksvagen 14, S-123 52 Farsta, Sweden) is the 20- 
page bulletin of the libertarian/anarchist faction of the 
Esperanto-language workers' organization S.AT., 
headquartered in Paris, issue #71 Includes an article 
titled "Pri anarkiismo en sennacieca." Send a contri¬ 
bution for a sample copy. 

Rojo y Negro #22/Nov.'90 (Sagunto 15, pal., 
28010 Madrid, Spain) is 16-page, Spanish-language 
newspaperof the reformist anarcho-syndicalist C.G.T. 
(Confederacion General del Trabajo), better known 
outside of Spain as the "Renovados" (a minority split 
from the more traditionally anarcho-syndicalist C.N.T. 
in Spain). Lots of news on the "Elecclones sindicales 
'90" (with which the CNT has refused to participate) 
along with other union and general economic news. 
Subscriptions are 1,000ptas/year (12 issues). 

Telegraph #15/Okt,23, #16/Nov,23, & #17/Dez. 
21.'90 (Schliemannstr. 23, Berlin 1058, D.D.R) is a 
small format, 36-page German-language publication 
from East Berlin. Issue #15 includes articles like "Ein 
neuer Anfang fur die Basisgruppen? Protestaktlon 
gegen die Verschleppung der Slasi-Akten, Teil 2," 
and an "Interview mit Wolf Bierman." Issue # 17 starts 
out with "Blut und Ol: Erklarung zur Golf-Krise." 
Single copies are 1,50M plus postage. 

Le Libertaire; Revue de Synthese Anarchiste 
#111 /Dec.’90, #112/Jan. & #113/Fev. 91 (25 rue 
Dum6 d'Aplemont, 76600 Le Havre, France) is a 4- 
page, monthly, French-language "review of synthetic 
anarchism" published by the Union des anarchistes. 
International subscriptions are80F/year (10 Issues). 

El Liber1@rio #18/Set.'90 (Brasil 1551, 1154 
Buenos Aires, Argentina) is the 4-page, Spanish- 
language newspaper of the Federacion Libertaria 
Argentina. This Issue includes articles titled "Pena de 
muerte," "Venta de empresas estatales: Feria de 
vanldades," and a reprint of an article by Gaston 
Leval titied "Por una reconstruccion libertaria" (from 
the review Reconstruir). Send a contribution for a 
sample copy. 

Brand #41/Dec.'90 (Box 150 15, S-104 65 Stock¬ 
holm, Sweden) "Is the only anarchist monthly maga¬ 
zine In Sweden." This is a very lively Swedish-lan- 
guage magazine (published since 1898), with some 
of the best photography of any radical publication 
I've seen. And for English subscribers, there is usual¬ 
ly an English summary of contents included in each 
issue. Number 41 includes news of attacks on squat¬ 
ters in Malmd, an article on "Kapitalets kris, kapi- 
talets krig," and a 17-page section on prisoners & 
prisons. Cover price is 20KR; send a contribution for 
a sample! 

The Anarchist #34, #35, #40/Nov.17, #42/ 
Dek.’90 & #43/ren.'91 (Y.Kastanaras, Arglroupoleos 
27, Athens 11471, Greece) is a 6 to 12-page Greek- 
language street-sheet from Athens featuring anarchist 
news. Send a contribution for a sample. 

CNT #121/Dic.-Enero '90-91 & #122 Feb.'91 
(CNT-Peri6dico, Apartado, n. a 282, 48080 Bilbao, 
Spain) is the 20-page, Spanish-language newspaper 
of the anarchosyndlcalist ConfederaciOn Nacional 
del Trabajo (National Confederation of Workers 
union) in Spain. Issue #121 includes an article titled 
"De ios males que aquejan al Anarquismo," along 
with lots of world news. Issue #122 includes 
"i j Contra la masacre!!' (against the war In the 
Gulf), and "Terroriso de Estado" by Antonio Uceda. 
Subscriptions are 1900ptas./year (12 issues). 

Continued on next page 
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L AN ARC HIST NEWS 


Anarchism in Hungary 


I n Hungary’s political life anarchism has 
not been present for about 70 years. 
Though there were some anarchist philoso¬ 
phers and activists back in the turn of the 
century, anarchy never became a real move¬ 
ment in Hungary. One of the main thinkers of 
that time was Jeno Henrick Schmidt. Mostly he 
wrote his philosophical works in German, but 
in the 1910s he also published a periodical in 
Hungarian under the title Without State. His 
concept of anarchy was influenced by Tol¬ 
stoy's philosophy. Another name to be men¬ 
tioned is Ervin Batthany. He was a landowner 
and on his estate he founded an experimental 
settlement, where he tried to involve people in 
a communal mode of production, with no 
hierarchy in the work organization. And there 
are some historians who interpret some fea¬ 
tures of the 1919 commune in Budapest to be 
anarchistic. Actually, the role of anarchist 
activism within the communist movement has 
not been clearly revealed yet. 

From the 1920s on there were hardly any 
anarchist activities or organized groups. (Of 
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, Continued from page 9 

Rosso e Nero Vol.2,#15/Dic.'90 & #16/Gen.'91 
(Via del Campani n.69, 00185 Roma, Italy) Is a 4 to 
6-page, Itallan-language newsletter. Send a contribu¬ 
tion for a sample. 

Solidaridad Obrera #213/Nov. & #214/Dic.'90 
(Pza. Medinacell, 6, pral. 1 *, 08002-Barcelona, 
Spain) is the 12-page, Spanish-language regional 
newspaper of the anarchosyndicallst C.N.T. In Cata¬ 
lonia. Issue #213 focusses on the ’cElecclones 
sindicales?" Cover price: 65ptas plus 20ptas postage 
for a sample. 

Schwarzer Faden #35/Feb. & 36/Mar.’90 (Post- 
fach 1159, 7043 Grafenau-1, Germany) is a lively, 
well-produced 72-page, German-language magazine. 
Issue #35 includes articles like "Wle die fehlenden 
Bananen der Macht zum Verhangnis wurden," and 
■Wer bezahlt den Anschluss? Oder Die gezielte 
'BlauSuglgkelt' deutscher Polltiker." Issue #36 
Includes 'Fluchtlingspolitik In Mittelamerika," and 
■Die TAZ lOgt und wir mussen dran glauben" (TAZ 
Is short for the alternative Berlin daily paper, die 
Tageszeitung). Subscriptions are 50.-DM/8 Issues. 

Guingara Libertaria Vol.11.#44/Otoho '90 
(ISHSS, POB 1516, Riverside Station, Miami, FL 
33135) Is a nicely-produced, 32-page, Spanish- 
language journal produced by Cuban anarchist 
exiles. This Issue Includes "Eprtafio para una uto- 
pfa' (on the USSR) by Juan Benemelis. Send a 
donation for a sample copy. 



Mordicus #1 /Dec.'90 & #2/Jan.'91 (BP 11,75622 
Paris Cedex 13, France) is one of the most interesting 
publications to come out of France. Issue #1 of this 
24-page, French-language tabloid includes "Les 
manipulateurs puent la peur," and "Hommes rouges 
contre hommes de fer” (on the Mohawk/army con¬ 
frontation at Oka), along with many more articles. 
Issue #2 Includes "Nl de votre guerre, ni de votre 
pale," & "Les derniers jours du communlsme de 
guerre' (on the USSR) by C. Logre. (Note: In January 
thirteen people, many associated with Mordicus, 
were apprehended by cops In the area of Paris and 
the negatives for the 2nd Issue were seized, appar¬ 
ently as part of a sweep looking for clues to the 
identity of the group Os Cangacelros who have been 
Investigating and attacking the French prison sys¬ 
tem.) The cover price of this Issue is 15F; Subscrip¬ 
tions are 10OF. 


course we have to remember the self-orga¬ 
nized workers councils in 1956 during the 
revolution, but they never explicitly called 
themselves anarchist.) After World War II, in 
the frozen political atmosphere no indepen¬ 
dent alternative political initiatives were tolerat¬ 
ed. As a result of the totalitarian control social 
movements like those which were present in 
Western countries from the 1960s on—like, for 
example, anti-nuclear power movements, 
feminist or ecological ones—could not develop. 

The end of the 1980s brought some chang¬ 
es. And by the year 1988, through the weaken¬ 
ing of the central power of the ruling party, the 
moment arrived to form an anarchist group. 
The founding members of the group called 
Autonomia were basically university students. 
For a short period they had their weekly meet¬ 
ings in private apartments. In the winter of 
1988 they decided to make the foundation of 
the group public and published leaflets to 
inform others and also to invite people to join. 
From that time on, all through Autonomia’s 
short history of two years existence, they had 
open meetings every week in a student club in 
the center of Budapest. The meetings became 
frequented by a large group of supporters, 
mainly young people. Topics like anarchism 
and feminism, anarchist ideas on education, 
the problem of violence, and also syndicalism, 
workers and anarchism were discussed in a 
self-organized group for the first time in Hun¬ 
gary. 

Among Autonomia’s activities there were 
demonstrations and street-theater-like actions. 
(In the years 1989 and 1990 they demonstrated 
among other things in these issues: anti-nucle¬ 
ar power and weapons, support action for the 
struggle of the Innu people—natives in North 
Canada—to prevent a construction of a military 
base near their villages, in August 1989 there 
was a demo against the Berlin wall and 
against all state borders in general. There was 
also a public burning of identity cards and 
army papers.) Autonomia published only one 
issue of a magazine under the same name, in 
1989, and also some newsletters (Anarcho-lnfo) 
about their activities. 

The group drew the attention of several 
anarchist organizations from Europe and other 
parts of the world, e.g. Canada, USA, Japan, 
Australia and started to be integrated into 
these international connections. The group 
participated in different meetings, like the East- 
West anarchist congress in Trieste, April 1990. 
That was the first time East-European anar¬ 


chists contributed to an international meeting 
since 1945. Bythesummerof 1990 Autonomia 
grew quite large and it turned out that it had 
too generally defined issues. Besides, there 
were some oppositional views about the way 
the group was be organized, and also some 
disagreements on certain political questions 
like feminism, for example. So a decision was 
made to split and form smaller affinity groups, 
according to the various fields of interest. So 
recently there are three groups in Budapest 
working on anarchist issues. 

One of them is called A NAP. Its special field 
is to support alternative culture, punk groups, 
writers or other artists. They also try to start 
squat movements in Budapest by organizing 
groups of homeless people. Squatting has not 
been practiced successfully so far in Hungary. 
There were a few initiatives but the squatters 
could never keep the places for a long time. 

The second group is called GEO, and it is 
oriented towards ecological problems. In the 
long run they intend to found a settlement in 
the western part of Hungary, near the Austrian 
and Yugoslavian border. In this anarchist 
community people would have common prop¬ 
erty and grow their food themselves. So far 
some land has already been bought and the 
planning has started. 

The third group has just been formed and 
most probably will have the name, Budapest 
Anarchista Csoport. In a way they carry on the 
things Autonomia started, having a very wide 
range of issues to work on. They also want to 
construct a very conscious organizational form, 
that is, to have a permanent self-reflection, in 
which way they want to avoid the development 
of latent dominance or hierarchy within the 
group. There are also some activists who used 
to belong to Autonomia but are not members 
of any of these groups. They still support the 
movement in various ways. Some of them 
want to found an archive collecting material 
they receive from abroad and things published 
by Hungarian groups. Some of the women, 
once members of the anarchist group, are now 
active in a very new organization called Femi- 
nista Halozat (Feminist Network). 

As far as the recent political atmosphere is 
concerned in which these groups appeared, 
one can not be very optimistic about it. The 
changes now, following a short liberalizing 
period are quite controversial. There is a very 
strong pressure now from a nationalistic, 
Christian line in everyday political life. One can 
also doubt the tolerance of the new leadership. 


The government’s economic policy is to turn 
Hungary into a free market economy, and it is 
ready to take everything without criticism from 
the capitalist states. Also there are an increas¬ 
ing number of foreign investments. The prob¬ 
lem with them is that as Hungarian workers 
still do not have their strong independent trade 
unions and organizations, they are not able to 
defend their interests in this new sphere of 
competition. Recently Hungary has had to face 
increasing unemployment as well. There is 
another large social group, women, who do 
not necessarily benefit from the new system. 
They are now challenged by all the means of 
the media to give up their jobs, go back home, 
and fulfill the "real women’s role" by running 
the household and educating children. Also 
there is a group in the parliament (mainly 
Christian Democrats) which wants to pass a 
law to make abortion illegal. The strengthening 
nationalist trend threatens some minority 
groups, both religious and ethnic. Nowadays it 
is not very easy to express any criticism 
against these things without being called 
agents of the previous system. One can say 
that there is not a leftist opposition now 
though some of the politicians of the "Commu¬ 
nist" regime are still present and are active but 
strangely enough they are loyal to the system. 
There are only a few organizations that anar¬ 
chists could have similar concerns with. These 
are: the Greens, some independent environ¬ 
mental groups, feminists, and also some 
radical workers’ councils. 

Reprinted from The Anarchist Age tf 2/Winter '91 
(Mutual Aid, POB 20, Parkville 3052, Melbourne, Victo¬ 
ria, Australia). 


Contacts in 

Hungary: 

GEO 

Feminista Halozat 

Budapest 1399 

Budapest 1056 

Pf. 701/546 

Szerb u.8. 

Hungary 

Hungary 

A NAP 

Mester Bela 

Budapest 1399 

Nyiregyhaza 4400 

Hajdu u.17. 4/29 

Sostoi ut 31/b 

Hungary 

Hungary 

BACS (Budapest Anarchista 

Nemeth Tibor 

Csoport) 

Eger 3300 

Budapest 1399 

Rozsas dulo ut 8. 

Pf. 701/800 

Hungary 

Hungary 



Free Women 


From April 12th to the 15th of last year 
Free Women groups from different coun¬ 
tries met in Bilbao (in the Basque Provinc¬ 
es of Spain). They stressed the specificity of 
the Free Women's movement, independent of 
any political, syndicalist, philosophical or 
religious organizations. 

They wantto crush both the sexist caricature 
of feminist militancy and the moral chains in 
which society wishes to keep women enslaved. 
Their goals are: 

1) The elaboration of libertarian society, 
which obliges each woman to know her own 
aspirations and motives; 

2) The struggle against ignorance, narrow¬ 
mindedness and dogmas coming from all 
kinds of beliefs; 

3) Sexual education and freedom; 

4) Anarchism in all its aspects—individual¬ 
istic, syndicalist or communist. 

Their critical propaganda refers to the position 
of women as well as that of men, it attacks the 
foundations of authority and of exploitation of 
which men and women are victims. 

It was decided to found a bulletin published 
in 4 languages (Spanish, French, English, and 
Esperanto) to spread the plans of the different 
groups. The minimal subscription fee is 
5FF/month. More information can be obtained 
at: Femmes Libres 

61, rue Pauly 
33130 B&gles 
France 

Contributions can be transferred to postal 
check account no. 073822 H022/75 Bordeaux 
(France). International meetings will be held 
regularly. 


Continental Gathering Note 

It doesn’t look like the continental 
gathering which had been anticipated for 
Mexico City this Summer is likely to take 
place. Address any further inquiry to: 
Regeneration (Motin, Apdo. Postal 9090, 
Mexico 1, D.F. Mexico. 


Anarcho-lnfo Hungary 


Here we are again, more in number 
and in a new composition. Some of you 
may have heard already that Eastern Europe 
no longer looks the same as it used to, say, 
last year. 

Well, the situation is similar in Hungary, 
too. The dictatorship of state bureaucracy 
failed. Here’s the new nationalist democracy. 
Our situation is easier from the point of view 
that now-we have certain rights: we can 
demonstrate, we can take actions against 
the government. However, our situation is 
more difficult, since the current parliamenta¬ 
ry democracy is the result of social 
consensus. No one wants a one-party 
system but for most people pluralism is the 
ultimate possibility of freedom, even though 
the party in power is not the one they have 
voted for. 

Recently the alternative social movements 
that used to form the opposition against the 
communists have partly integrated into the 
parliament and have partly grown stronger 
outside the parliament (ecologists, women’s 
movement). 

These are the most important social 
issues in Hungary today: the possible 
restriction of the abortion law, the issue of 
religious education in the state schools 
(which has recently been introduced), the 
danger of the return of prewar feudal- 
capitalist property conditions, the ever¬ 
growing power of the church, the budget 
reductions for education and social welfare 
services, the appearance of racism (against 
Gypsies) and anti-Semitism. 

There’s a general feeling of insecurity: the 
rate of unemployment is on the increase and 


is worth less and less. In addition, people 
have lost the values of the old Communist 
system and today they can’t fall back on 
anything else. 

Now, what about the anarchists? 

After several months of internal dispute, 
the search for new directions and the crop¬ 
ping up of personal conflicts, the Autonomia 
Group (Budapest) split on the basis of a 
mutual agreement. The fact that more and 
more people attend our meetings, played an 
important role in this; you could often hardly 
breathe in the Eotuos Klub [where Autono- 
mia held its meetings]. The group dynamics 
didn't come up to the mark, either. The 
dictatorship of structurelessness gave no 
chancefor many people to participate in the 
discussions. The group got divided accord¬ 
ing to different interests. We would get 
together without an agenda or concrete 
goals, we also stopped talking about theory. 
We lived out of our actions which didn't 
suffice for the creation of the knowledge and 
consciousness of an anarchist group. 

Of course, the groups don’t only mind 
their own business. Once a month we would 
like to hold an "anarchist forum," where 
apart from the members we welcome every¬ 
body interested. Our common aim is to 
create an "Anarchive" (that is, a libertarian 
documentation center), and perhaps to 
organize an Alternative Center with the 
Feminist Network (founded in June 1990) 
and the Green Alternative. 

Reprinted from Anorctut-Info Hungary, thanks to On 
Gogol Blvd. News Service (c/o Bob McGlynn, 528 5th 
St., Brooklyn, NY 11215). 
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An interview with a member of the Soviet KAS 

Interview with Vladimir Gubarev on the train from Trieste to Zagreb. April 21, VO 


Note: this interview was done by Stefan 
Wray-editorial comments are by Laure A. The 
Soviet anarchists had themselves at a difficult 
point; both Vladimir and Laure discussed the 
makings of a civil war frequently in the Soviet 
Union. This will pose an interesting situation for 
the Soviet anarchists who may well have to face the 
realities of increased military-civilian fighting. The 
KAS (Confederation of Anarcho-Syndicalists with 
groups in 37 cities) anarchists are not a violent 
revolutionary group. The Soviets have had to live 
with the effects of violent revolution and political 
power and have, therefore, developed a special 
critique of revolutionary methods. (For more about 
KAS, see the March VO issue of Ferment, Box 
11255, Berkeley, CA. 94701. Send a few bucks.) 

Vladimir was the only person from the Soviet 
Union to attend the Trieste East-West anarchist 
meeting. He's a member of the Moscow group 
of KAS and an editor of Obschina('Kommune‘). 
Started in '87, Obschina is now a monthly 
anarchist paper. Vladimir is 25, but has been 
involved with political activity for the past 10 
years. 

He had gone to Micano for a few days direct¬ 
ly after Trieste. It happened I was getting on the 
same train that he was on going to Yugoslavia 
I got off in Zagreb and he continued on to 
Budapest for a train change for Moscow. 

Question: Are you now or have you ever 
been a member of the Communist Party? 
Answer: (Laughter) Well everyone when they 
are young has to be part of one kind of Com¬ 
munist youth group. First there is October 
Children from ages 7-9, then Pioneers from 9 
or 10 to 14, then Komsomol from about 14 to 
27. Of course I was part of these, even Komso¬ 
mol, but no longer. This whole system is 
changing now...we really have a totalitarian 
education system. One teacher for 40 students 
who acts as some kind of boss. 

Q: What were you taught about the U.S. in 
school when you were young? 

A: The country of the enemy, imperialism, 
capitalism, very rich. A lot of bad sides of 
America, explosions, racism, militarism. Not 
such good education about the U.S.A. Studied 
the independence of the U.S.A., and 18th and 
19th century in school. Contemporary issues 
as well, but more about history. 

I personally know a lot about the U.S. I read 
American writers: Mark Twain, Hemingway, 
Salinger. If I think about it, I can remember a 
lot of authors. I knew different sides of Ameri¬ 
can life, that it was just another country, not an 
enemy. 

When I was young I knew a little about 
opposition movements. Indian rights, Martin 
Luther King. Never heard anything about 
anarchists except Sacco and Vanzetti and May 
1 (Chicago). 

Q: What impressions do you have now about 
"Americans"? 

A: Everyone is an individual. Interesting for me 
to contact them. American style of life is very 
different than Soviet and European. It is very 
difficult to understand things that are normal 
for you, but strange for us...so I must under¬ 
stand why. 

About KAS 

Q: Do people in KAS have a sense of humor? 
A: Yes. Why not? 

Q: Are meetings serious? 

A: Yes serious, but a lot of funny situations. 
We have our anecdotes inside KAS. 

Q: What about women in the anarchist move¬ 
ment? 

A: Maybe 1/3 women. Not so much. In Mos¬ 
cow and all places. Perhaps less. It’s difficult to 
say. I cannot meet all KAS members. 

Q: Will Firth’s article "Anarchists Stirring in 
Soviet Union" said there were very few wom¬ 
en? 

A: Will only met 2 or 3. There are more. Espe¬ 
cially in the pedagogic directions. 

Q: Teachers? 

A: Yes, but not only. 

Q: What is the reason? 

A: Normally women don’t participate in poli¬ 
tics. It’s complicated for women to make 
decisions, to start connections with groups. 

Q: Why complicated? 

A: Not only girls, but boys too. The result of 
education during school. All decisions are 


made by teachers, at the top. It's usual that 
other people make decisions for them. 

Q: Do any women anarchists know about 
feminist ideas? 

A: They know, but I don’t think it is very 
strong. In our country women fight against 
equality...a tot of women work now in industry. 
During the war, women worked in the factories 
and mines, etc. I think it’s not so good for 
women to always be working. A women must 
be a mother too. In our country any women’s 
movement can be seen as a movement for 
"normal" conditions, not for equality. 

Q: What do you mean by normal conditions? 
A: I mean defense of labor. The work must be 
without danger to health especially for women, 
in the chemical industry.’ 

Q: Amongst anarchists is there any kind of 
critique of patriarchy? 

A: We have patriarchal families and matriarchal 
families. Now women in the Soviet Union are 
self-managed [Note: maybe he means inde¬ 
pendent]; in a lot of families the women are 
like the chiefs. 

Q: What about violence against women? 

A: Yes. It’s a problem of alcoholism. Violence 
is connected with this. We have a tradition—- 
when a man beats a woman it means he loves 
her, but now it is not so. Maybe in the country¬ 
side. Now it is more often that women beat 
husbands. If a man beats a women he can go 
to prison. If a women beats a man, the police 
say he’s crazy if he reports it. 

Q: How does your consensus work? 

A: Our experience made us adopt consensus. 
We have few conflicts. We tried to decide by 
votes, but it’s impossible. In Oct. ’87 we start¬ 
ed to practice consensus. We had a big split 
over whether or not to do public actions. If we 
weren’t able to agree with the decisions we 
could all be enemies. If someone doesn't 
agree, they can have their opinion, but not 
stop the actions. It works. Good idea for confe¬ 
deral structures. One decision good for you. 
One for part. It doesn't work if you are a syn¬ 
thetic union, but if you think similarly it is very 
good. 

Q: What groups does KAS work with? 

A: Ecological groups, cultural groups, a group 
called "Memorial" 9 who are people researching 
names and places of people repressed during 
Stalinism, workers clubs, strike committees, 
independent trade unions, music groups, 
artists, groups studying regional history, 
groups restoring old buildings. We have a 
special theme—Ecology of Culture because our 
culture is very bad. 

Q: What do you know about social ecology? 
A: We received books from Stephen Donko- 
wich. The social ecologists in the West are 
against the market economy. The greening of 
the city is not a political or economic decision. 
A lot of people are capitalists and spend a lot 
of money to change the environment. They 
want to change their mind. In the Soviet Union 
it is necessary to get information about ecolog¬ 
ical education and ecological technology. We 
have absolutely no kind of ecological technolo¬ 
gy- 

Q: What about artists? 

A: Sometimes they help us make things. We 
use their spaces. We have a tradition of free 
art (separate from the state). Art must be 
separate from politics. 3 Now some artists only 
think of money. It’s hard for me to see how 
these people are changing. Not all. 

Q: Is art used as a way to express political 
ideas? 

A: Yes. Now very popular is rock music. These 
musicians are not members of KAS, but they 
are very close to us. We don’t have a lot of 
time for this, but sometimes KAS organizes 
concerts. Concerning painters, it's more diffi¬ 
cult to connect with painters because it's more 
of a closed thing. 

Q: What have you heard about situationism? 
A: I know about France in '68 but these ideas 
about post-situationism or others are new to 
me. 

Q: Which specific anarchist groups do you 
have contact with? 

A: SAC in Sweden, the IWA in Denmark, Black 
Flag in England and some people from the 
States. 4 Strongest connections are with social 
scientists (historians). 

Q: What other kinds of manifestations of 
anarchism is there besides KAS? 


A: It's a big country. There must be other 
anarchists doing things. If they exist, they are 
not well known. 3 In Moscow there is a small 
(conspiratorial) anarcho-communist union. 
They call KAS opportunists because we are 
opposed to violence in the revolutionary strug¬ 
gle. 

Impressions of Trieste 

Q: What were you impressed with in Trieste? 
A: It was very pleasing to meet with East 
Germans. Autonomia from Budapest is very 
close to the way we think. 3 Everyone with 
whom I spoke was very interesting for me: the 
Italians, Spanish, Americans, Canadians. The 
Polish were interesting, but they seemed to 
have a different point of view. 7 France is com¬ 
plicated. They use words which they think 
mean something, which for us, have a different 
meaning like "election" or "revolution." They 
use those words in a different context. France 
is very traditional, strong tradition. A problem 
exists, maybe this is not for the interview, but 
maybe the French are more Communist than 
anarchist and they have some kind of an 
organization complex. 3 It’s interesting that I 
only found out about M.A. (Polish "Anarchist 
Inter-City" group) in Trieste and in Italy. I saw 
some addresses and magazines of these 
Polish groups, but with M.A. it was only possi¬ 
ble to speak about M.A. It didn’t seem impor¬ 
tant for the Polish to speak to me. 

Q: Well, what about the Yugoslavians? 

A: We spoke on the 1st day. They have a 
cultural direction more than political.* It’s okay, 
but I don't know more. They are against na¬ 
tionalism, which is good. 

Q: What do you feel now after Trieste? 

A* Now I’m tired. Too fast, too much in little 
time, but very good. 

Q: Does KAS have an influence? 

A When we started in '86/87, there was no 
group or organization which said "federalist" 
everybody said "centralist" or "centralism". But 
after one year, it was a bad term to say "demo¬ 
cratic centralism." And now Komsomol, an 
official organization speaks about federalism, 
in an interview with someone from Komsomol, 
this person spoke highly of Bakunin's ideas. 
Three years ago, they would have said, "Anar¬ 
chism! Ah! Trouble!"'° 

Influence, okay, articles published in Qb- 
sclma in '87 are now published in official 
newspapers.” 

Sometimes there are problems between the 
official and our unofficial press. To the state, 
we don't exist. So they can take any articles 
from us. They can take our information without 
our cooperation. 

For our articles, we used books published in 
Prague. The officials used only our material. 
Funny, because our typist made one typo error 
and the officials made the same. 

Local and regional newspapers, even in 
Siberia, used our materials. Now it is normal to 
see anarchist black flags and big posters. 
There are interviews on television about situa¬ 
tions, about KAS, about anarchism, so we exist 
and we are famous. 

Q: What about elections? Considering the 
election results of East Germany and Hungary, 
do you foresee a right wing victory as well in 
the Soviet Union? 

A Radical opposition is very strong. There is 
not the threat of a conservative government 
like in the DDR, or in Hungary, at least not 
now. For us it’s not important which kind of 
government. 

In the Soviet Union we have the same forces 
in conservative and radical. So our voice can 
change the situation. If it will be a conservative 
majority. In the condition of Russia, this is 
dangerous, but in the conditions of the East¬ 
erners, this is not so dangerous. 19 
Q: Do you see potential for more repression? 
A For us repression is more traditional. It's 
necessary to have a political lobby like a 
guarantee against repression. We have some 
connections with radical people, some who are 
members of the party. This helps us some¬ 
times. In our country there is not a guarantee 
that there will not be further repression, but I 
think in Eastern countries this is so because of 
the other groups that can lobby for human 
rights. There's a big difference between Mos¬ 
cow and the provinces and in the provinces 
the repression is much harder. 


Notes & comments 

1. in the Soviet Union, women participate In an 
abnormally high percentage of manual labor. This 
Includes construction and road work, as will as 
agriculture. However, this hard labor Is not always 
compensated for monetarily. On a typical kolkhoz 
(collective farm) for example, men may work )obs that 
are more 'skilled' such as agronomist or operators of 
tractors and other machinery while women will do the 
heavy physical work In the field. These 'skilled* 
positions of course demand higher salaries. Since 
women in the Soviet Union have to work the most 
ob|ectlonable jobs, there Is a movement against these 
conditions. Many women use the Inherent sexism In 
Soviet society to launch arguments against this work: 
women shouldnl have to do such labor. Many 
women extol the virtues of motherhood and complain 
that work takes them away from family responsibili¬ 
ties. Soviet women who have to both work and do 
housework are tremendously overworked. Mother¬ 
hood Is almost a saintly virtue In Soviet society; It Is 
particularly touted amongst ethnic Russians who have 
the lowest birth rale and are encouraged by the racist 
Ideas of Russian chauvinism to have more children to 
counteract the much higher birth rale among Mos¬ 
lems, Aslans and other ethnic minorities. 

2. Not to be confused with Pamyat. 

3. Note the difference between this idea and the Idea 
of politicizing aft so common In the West. Art forms 
had been used to Ideological ends for so long In the 
Soviet Union that the only way to save Its destruction 
from 'politicization' was to demand the separation of 
the two spheres (Note: the term politics Is used In Its 
narrowest form). For a good discussion of socialist 
politics and literature, see Sinyavsky, On Socialist 
Realism. 

4. People In KAS are tar more Interested In their local 
projects than In ‘networking,* and rightly so. (Note: 
SAC Is not a specifically anarchist group as much as 
a syndicalist one.) 

5. There are other groups, but communications 
remains poor between them. I received several 
anarchist papers while in the Soviet Union, for 
example, but never Otmfibm. the largest In circula¬ 
tion. KAS Is a high profile group whereas the others 
are small groups; there are also many Individuals 
here and there; quite a number of people seem 
Interested In Individualism. 

6. In that they donl believe In violent revolution. 

7. Some Polish anarchists were networking lunkies 
and seemed to be far more Interested In International 
promotion than in local projects. One or two seemed 
entirely 'action' oriented. 

8. The differences between communist and anarchist 
Ideas Is necessarily more delineated In the mind of 
the Soviet anarchist. In America, also. It seems that 
there Is a resurgence of communist politics amongst 
people calling themselves anarchist, further aggravat¬ 
ed by the fact that many anarchists have not studied 
communist theory. 

9. Again, a Soviet division between natural and 
political life, a vestige of 'communist' education. 

10. Anarchism Is seen as part of The lunatic fringe,' 
particularly as there was a strong anarchist tradition 
In Russia. In recent talks with deputies and foreign 
officials from the Soviet Union, each one Incktently 
mentioned the anarchist movement, offering Informa- 

C before I even solicited It or let them know I was 
rested. There has been an official rehabilitation of 
many anarchist ideas In the past two to three years. 

11. For example, the article 'Bakunin Against Stale 
Socialism* was published In the official paper Arpr- 
martfs A fad s, an Interesting paper with a circulation 
of 34 million copies. Other articles, for example on 
Kronstadt and the Astrakhan Ian workers rebellion 
against the Bolsheviks In 1919, were also republished 
without their foreknowledge. 

12. Vladimir stales correctly that the people are split 
about 50/50 between conservatives and radicals. 
This means that there Is a stronger radical (socialist, 
communist) base than In many of the old bloc 
countries. However, one cannot Ignore the fact that 
the conservative population Is growing at an Incredi¬ 
ble rate. Years ago, there was only a very small 
conservative population, many of whom were villag¬ 
ers; now there are conservative elements even In the 
Intelligentsia. Prior to the events of the '80s, politics, 
although It was forced down people’s throats, was 
often Ignored, much as in the American populace. 
Many of these people are now taking political stances 
and putting themselves Into the conservative camp. 
There does however, remain a good radical segment 
of the Soviet population. (Note: The American press 
will describe these radicals as 'conservatives.' in 
other words, Marxists and other socialists.) For that 
reason the emergence of a radical majority poses a 
more dangerous situation than perhaps in Eastern 
Europe. There have been Increasingly numerous 
incidents of violence based on nationality, economics 
and Ideology. It Is hard to predict what will happen In 
the future—perhaps civil war, pemaps martial law. 
(Note: The power of the right wing Is an Issue of 
disagreement between several of us.) 
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Eastern Europe: 

Real Revolution? 


La Cooperativa 
Tipolitografica 
in Carrara, Italy 

A printshop in Carrara was started 
in 1974 by two anarchist comrades 
who decided to quit their jobs and 
start up an independent anarchist 
printshop. At that time the anarchist 
papers appearing in Italy were all using 
commercial printers, like the Communist 
Party owned commercial press. 

After searching throughout central Italy 
for a location for the printshop, (Rome 
was deemed too dangerous, since in 1974 
there had been a wave of bombings of 
liberal and left enterprises by the neo- 
fascists) the two would-be printers accept¬ 
ed the invitation of comrades from Carrara 
to locate there. Soon the new shop was 
printing the anarchist weekly, Humanita" 
Nova, which was followed by A Rivista 
Anarchica and Volunta. These were in turn 
followed by anarchist books and other 
projects. They printed a new edition of 
Malatesta's writings, books and maga¬ 
zines for the French Anarchist Federation, 
Antistato, La Baron ata and material for the 
then-underground Spanish anarchist 
movement, etc. When Volunta, Antistato 
and A Rivista decided that it was more 
expeditious to print in Milano, the shop 
acquired new publications to replace 
them. They include Antogastione, Senza- 
patria, Anares, Ferroieri, etc. Today, the 
bulk of the work this printers cooperative 
produces is for the anarchist movement. 

When in 1976 one of the two founding 
comrades left the shop, in order to assure 
that the printshop remained in anarchist 
hands, the printshop was reorganized as 
an anarchist cooperative. The membership 
of the co-op varies from time to time from 
between 30 to 70 members, with a mean 
of 40 members being most constant. The 
cost of membership shares in the co-op 
varies with ability to pay: from 5,000 to 2 
million lire. All of the machinery and 
equipment has been purchased by, or 
donated by members of the co-op. The 
co-op tries to keep abreast of the latest 
developments in the printing trade. Three 
to five comrades take care of all the tech¬ 
nical work and earn their living doing so. 
Because of their commitment to anarchist 
ideals, they are able to produce work for 
the movement well under average costs. 

At the anarchist East-West meeting in 
Trieste in Spring ’90, it was learned that 
the Polish Anarchist Federation was 
anxious to start up a printshop. At the 
suggestion of Carrara comrades, the 
Polish group is sending a couple of 
people to Carrara to be taught the trade. 

Besides making efforts to help re¬ 
establish what was once a large and 
active anarcho-syndicalist movement 
amongst the local marble quarry workers, 
the printshop comrades have also been 
influential in sparking the ongoing 
ecological struggle against the Mont¬ 
edison Chemical Plant which produces 
chemical weapons as well as severe 
pollution. To date they have been suc¬ 
cessful in preventing Montedison from 
opening a number of new dump sites in 
the neighboring mountains. 

From its beginning the authorities have 
done whatever they could to shut down 
the printshop, though they have been 
deterred by its local popular support. Now 
the owner of the building has been 
convinced to sell out, forcing the print- 
shop to vacate. Since inexpensive space 
is scarce in Carrara, this would threaten 
the co-op’s future. But according to an 
Italian law, the printshop as a "commer¬ 
cial" enterprise has the first right to 
purchase the property. After a series of 
meetings, it was decided to try to raise 
the money necessary to buy the property. 
As of this report, only one-third of the 
needed 180 million Lire (about $160,000) 
has been raised. So the co-op is asking 
for the support of all anarchist comrades. 
Help and suggestions should be sent to: 

La Cooperativa Tipolitografica 

via S. Piero 13A 

54033 Carrara, Italy 


R ecent rapid changes in Eastern Eu¬ 
rope countries may seem to be 
quite incredible; in fact they are so. 
In "normal" conditions one hundred years 
would probably not be enough to reconstruct 
so much. But the problem is of a different 
nature; the point is that conditions have never 
been "normal” in Eastern Europe, at least since 
the Second World War. 

Growing optimism of Western leaders and 
sudden growth of feelings of freedom among 
those who have been living under the shadow 
of Big Brother for so long, inevitably brings us 
to the basic question: why did it all happen? 
The fact is that the Western world has always 
been known for its political blindness. That 
over 40 years of communist tyranny in almost 
half of Europe did not teach it anything, is 
nothing new. But some of those who had to 
live behind the Iron Curtain are much more 
careful and do not jump to conclusions so 
easily. 

What seems somewhat incomprehensible 
for the West, and what is quite clear for us, is 
that perestroyka did not come as a godsend 
and that not a single tyrant gives away his 
power for nothing. Perestroyka which (it is 
obvious for us) has strangled modernization of 
the Soviet state—and the whole Eastern bloc as 
well—was a necessary condition which had to 
be fulfilled in order to retain the powerful in¬ 
ternational position of the Soviet Union. The 
only purpose of perestroyka is to strengthen 
the existing system. The methods being used 
are quite new but necessity is the mother of 
invention and the old methods of the Stalinist 
era are no longer effective. There are many 
ways of keeping power but it is enough to give 
two examples: Poland and Romania. 

The case of Poland 

Alliance of the opposition and communist 
regime, agreed to during the "round table" 
negotiations in Poland, is based mainly on the 
approval for a procapitalist course of the Polish 
economy. The immediate effect of this pact is 
that the old crew’s domination got some new 
camouflage in exchange for giving Solidarity 
entrance to sharing power. Solidarity as a 
trade union is no longer an organization fight¬ 
ing for the working class’s rights, it has be¬ 
come an instrument of authority. This concep¬ 
tion aims at transforming a free trade union 
into a mechanism of transmitting orders from 
the authorities to the people. As previous ways 
of exercising power became useless, it was 
necessary for the old oligarchy to adapt, in the 
hope of making the old bosses feel secure and 
help in retaining power. This situation precipi¬ 
tated the change from the worn out commu¬ 
nist mask of the Polish United Workers Party 
(PZPR) to a new social democratic one. In fact, 
nothing has changed, and communists are still 
keeping tight hold of key institutions, like the 
Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of National 
Defence and all local authorities around the 
country. 


The motivation for the alliance with Jaruzel- 
ski’s gang was described by Walesa and his 
people in terms of state and geopolitical 
conditions. In fact the communist government 
used to justify the state of war, in 1981, in 
exactly the same way. As the hopeless situa¬ 
tion of the economy in Poland threatened 
communists with the danger of facing mass 
explosions of anger, the government was 
forced to seek some form of agreement with 
the opposition. Since the situation in Poland at 
the time of "round table" negotiations was 
characterized by a complete lack of democra¬ 
cy, the elite of the opposition which was mak¬ 
ing an alliance with the communists, usurped 
the right to represent society as a whole. The 
best proof for this is that the only political 
force with unlimited access to mass-media, TV 
mostly, is Solidarity. Other parties or groups 
can share it only if they unconditionally agree 
to take part in creating new authoritarian 
systems. 

As the old regime was unable to overcome 
its economic difficulties, Solidarity offered itself 
as a discreet intermediary between Poland and 
foreign capital in order to attract investors. In 
this way the old PZPR apparatus takes care of 
Solidarity’s positive image and, simultaneous¬ 
ly, tends to offer a view of Solidarity as a 
leading force on the political scene. In fact all 
decisions are still dependent on the old re¬ 
gime. In exchange Solidarity offers credibility 
for the old oligarchy and some help in adapt¬ 
ing it to a new political situation. Because the 
Soviet economy is no longer strong enough for 
Poland to rely on it, our authorities, already 
driven to despair, are feverishly seeking allies 
among Western capitalists. The enormous 
indebtedness of Poland and an old fashioned 
economy provide good prospects for those 
who are interested in making a quick buck 
with no questions asked. Sooner or later for¬ 
eign capitalists will take complete control of 
Polish industry and will start to impose their 
conditions and set their own rules. Accepting 
credit, so eagerly granted by the West, can 
only result in further economic dependence of 
the country and will finally result in total politi¬ 
cal incapacitation. Joining the international 
capitalist market will at once put Poland 
among the Third World countries. The majority 
of our society find it most difficult to make 
ends meet as most of their earnings are spent 
on food, which is terribly expensive (that is the 
very first achievement of Mazowiecki’s "market 
economy"). That is why the so-called middle 
class, which is so important in developed 
capitalist countries, can never appear here; 
although our government has already based its 
vision of economic development on this non¬ 
existing class. These processes can only cause 
poverty (anyway it has already reached mea¬ 
sures unknown even under communist rule) 
and will surely result in both mass unemploy¬ 
ment and the growth of anger among the 
working class people. No doubt there will soon 
become great problems in Poland and the 
question of class war will be back here again. 


Of course according to the best totalitarian 
traditions, government does not bother itself 
with asking for people’s permission to do this 
or that and nobody gives a damn what the 
people think. 

Romania-same difference 

The situation in Romania, although it may 
seem to be completely different, is in fact 
another example, of what intentions the state 
has in order to maintain power. 

As a matter of fact no one tried to analyze 
the backstage arrangements in the communist 
apparatus of Ceausescu—the whole world was 
paralysed by what had happened in Romania. 
Now when the fight is over, we can try to gain 
a more considered opinion. 

What can be easily noticed is that the new 
Romanian authorities are dominated by ex- 
communists from the old regime or, at least, 
by those who are not directly involved in 
Ceausescu’s mafia but who were still doing 
well at that time. And in Romania "doing well'' 
meant obviously to collaborate with oppres¬ 
sors. How did it happen that those people are 
back there again? Why did they give up all 
the profits they used to have just because they 
were lucky enough to belong to the commu¬ 
nist elite? 

The national salvation front, which was 
"spontaneously" created at the height of street 
fighting in Bucharest in fact had been formed 
long before troops were sent to Timisoara. The 
number of casualties, previously estimated at 
80,000, eventually dropped to some 600. Why? 
Who was so particular about making people 
impressed by a bloodbath? The famous photo¬ 
graph, which has shocked the world showing 
the body of a young woman with a baby 
nearby, turned out to be a hoax, as bodies had 
been dragged out from two different graves 
and had nothing in common with the famous 
Timisoara massacre. Who did it and what for? 
General Vald, previously in charge of tl)e 
secret police, declared that his troops joined 
the "revolution" just at the beginning of the 
uprising. If so why did this new authority find 
it so important to keep on repeating that there 
were still strong Securitate troops fighting back 
in major cities? 

We will never know anything for sure, but 
what now can be said is the "spontaneous 
revolution" was a mockery prepared by the old 
oligarchy. The bloodbath was to clear the 
hands of those who "voluntarily" joined insur¬ 
gents, while Ceausescu’s hasty execution was 
just to silence him (just in case) and was 
aimed at gaining a reputation among the 
people. 

It seems quite impossible that Ceausescu’s 
machine was not good enough to measure 
public feelings long before such social discon¬ 
tent began. The whole thing was probably a 
well arranged trick played by those who were 
still planning to keep power, although under a 
new name. Forthcoming elections (so-called 
"free" ones) are to guarantee that no other 
party will be quick enough to get organized 
and appoint its candidates, so the Front will be 
the only one to count (two members of the 
Peasants Party have recently been murdered, 
or rather slaughtered while sticking up post¬ 
ers—they were found with their tongues cut off). 

Those Western politicians who kindly believe 
in the thoughtfulness of changes in Eastern 
Europe, will get a shock one day. A system 
which is fifty years old does not fall into pieces 
in a couple of days. What is more, it is strong 
enough to fool not only the foreign mass- 
media but people here too. Nations of Eastern 
Europe have been living in bondage for a long 
time and they are too quickly taking substi¬ 
tutes for real things. It is not only in Poland 
and Romania—this mechanism is working 
perfectly all over Eastern Europe, no matter 
what it is called. 

What is the lesson for us, then? In fact 
nothing is new. It has been proved again that 
government is murder. We should not let big 
bosses fool us, as it is our life and we can 
change it by ourselves only. Nobody will do it 
for us and, what is more, we should not let 
anybody do so if we do not want to replace 
old masters with new ones. We should also 
remember that there are dozens of leaders 
saying they have the right answers but the 
only thing they are all about is riding on our 
backs. They are as much an obstacle to 
change as the state itself. If you disagree, just 
turn on your TV—there well always be a seg¬ 
ment with some Walesa. 

-Piotr J. K. Tyminsky 

Reprintedfrom TheArumMstAge #2 /Dec. '90 (Mutual 
Aid, POB 20, Parkville 3052, Melbourne, Australia). 



RSA "Stop Unemployment''demonstration In Poland last year. Photo by Howard Besser 
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INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST NEWS 


Anarchy in 
the Netherlands 

II n Saturday, with two from the Spui 
Group in Amsterdam, we set off for 
the annual Dutch Anarchist Camp near a 
small village in the north of Holland. This 
anarchist camp has been around since the 
'20s. In 1933 the land was bought. It is owned 
collectively by the North Holland Federation. 
With only a break during the period of the 
Second World War, there has been an anar¬ 
chist camp every year at the same weekend, 
some Christian holiday that always happens 
around the beginning of June and people have 
off work for. Sometimes there are a lot of 
people. In 1986 there were 1,000 for an ''inter¬ 
national'' camp. This year there weren’t nearly 
that many, a couple hundred. Someone said it 
"is difficult to say if that is an indication that 
the anarchist movement is getting smaller. But 
at this moment, of course, there are not as 
many people active as in Spain or Italy. Nearly 
always so." 

Anyway, we arrived on Saturday afternoon. 

I may have been the only foreigner except for 
a guy from England who came the next day, 
so not too much attention was given to transla¬ 
tion. I had to always bug people, saying over 
and over again, "What did they say?" "Can you 
translate that?" or "What are they talking 
about?" So I wasn’t really able to follow any 
discussions too well. There were sort of what 
you might call workshops or small discussion 
groups about anti-militarism, economics, 
education, the Trieste anarchist meeting, and 
a few anarchist coordinating meetings. Food 
was made by a collective from Sittard called 
Rampen Plan. There was an excellent theater 
group from Nicaragua that is on tour here, 
Nixtayolepo. They came partly for a Third 
World Festival that was in Utrecht. Also, there 
was a theater/music group from Belgium, 
which comes every year. I got bored with it; 
nobody was about to translate a play, nor 
would I think to ask that. But the Nicaraguan 
piece was very well received. 

On Saturday night some of us went to visit 
the jails in the area where some of the 150 
people who had been arrested the previous 
weekend during a squat eviction in the Gronin¬ 
gen area were incarcerated.. We made a lot of 
noise, banging pots and pans, whistling, 
screaming, singing, chanting, banging metal 
together, hitting garbage can lids and a very 
resonant metal sculpture, as well as drums. 
We made a hell of a lot of noise. The whole 
point was to let the people inside hear that we 
were outside and they were not alone. The 
next night we saw a video and there was a 
discussion about what had gone on in Gronin¬ 
gen. To make a long story short, a squatted 
building that had been occupied for 4 or 5 
years was faced with imminent eviction. Rather 
than wait for the police to make a move, they 
decided to go first and began making barri¬ 
cades in the street. A lawyer who had been 
particularly nasty to the squatters and was in 
some sort of corporation involved in specula¬ 
tion was targeted. His office was trashed. So 
was a "yuppie" bar. They used the insides to 
make barricades in the street. They did a lot of 
damage, maybe $500,000 worth. Some peo¬ 
ple, including those from just about every 
political persuasion, say that they went too far. 
So a lot of the discussion was around this: the 
questions of violence, what is the limit of 
destruction? Should the bar have been de¬ 
stroyed? Etc. Well, the police prohibited exit 
and entry into the building and just waited for 
peoples' energy to run out, since, they had 
closed themselves in. The next morning those 
inside, in a way, just gave themselves up, 
seeing that there was no way out past all the. 
fully-equipped cops. Now the discussion also 
is about people in the jails. Some unprece¬ 
dented things are happening. No one expect¬ 
ed people to be held for so long. (It is. now 8 
days.) And no one expected them to hold 
everyone, spread out around 15 jails in Hol¬ 
land. At the moment there is much coverage of 
the events in Groningen and squatting in 
Holland in general. One thing thatthe media is 
saying is that the squatters of the early '80s 
were different. Then it was mainly based on 
the fact that people needed a place to live, 
while now squats are places for "terroristic" 
groups. Some politicians are calling for strict 
punishment for those involved in the damage 
in Groningen—longer prison sentences, big 


fines, even going to the idea of taking money 
out of their welfare checks as a way to force 
them to pay. Others say that squatting should 
be made illegal altogether. In some towns this 
has happened. It could happen in Groningen. 
But there are a lot of rumors floating around 
about what did happen, what could happen. 
There has been little said yet by the people 
who are actually in jail now, so we don't know 
their side too well. The situation could be a bit 
difficult for foreigners. There are people from 
the states and from Canada who I know who 
are in prison. It is not clear yet whether or not 
the police have identified them. Only a few 
people have given their names. It seems that 
the level of noncooperation is strong. They had 
sort of a pact of silence, of not saying anything 
to the police. Well, maybe that is enough on 
Groningen. I just want to add, to put it in a 
larger context, that this eviction is not an 
isolated incident. Last Fall, in the Winter, and 
this Spring, there have been others, not nearly 
with as much resistance as in Groningen, 
though. They’ve been taking a beating lately. 

What else happened at the anarchist camp? 
Some people tried to explain to me where 
anarchism is right now in Holland. They say 
that as far as actual groups that call them¬ 
selves anarchists go, it is quite small. A lot of 
people who think of themselves as anarchists 
are involved in other things, such as the anti- 
Shell campaign or squatting. Perhaps the 
number and frequency of anarchist publica¬ 
tions is some indication of the extent of the 
"movement," if one dares to call it such. There 
is De As, theoretical quarterly, the Dutch ver¬ 
sion of the British Raven. There is De Raaf, 
which means "raven," which is meant to be a 
discussion paper, coming out maybe 5 times 
a year. Although the problem is “not a lot of 
discussion." It does have a lot of international 
coverage and always is filled with addresses 
and contact lists of groups and projects in 
other countries. People involved with it can 
translate from many languages. Then there is 
Recht Voor Allen ("Justice for All"), which 
comes out 5 times a year. They said that was 
it for explicitly anarchist magazines. They 
spoke about De Vrije, a magazine started by 
Ferdinand Domela Nieuwenhuis, the most 
famous Dutch anarchist, more than 90 years 
ago. But they call it now a “former anarchist 
paper." As far as groups go, or getting in 
touch with anarchists in Holland, I imagine it is 
best just to write to LAO, Landelijk Anarchis- 
tisch Overleg. It acts as a coordination or net¬ 
work of anarchists in Holland (not all anar¬ 
chists, of course). If you ever go to Amsterdam 
look for the Fort Van Sjakoo bookstore. Not 
everyone in the collective is an anarchist, but 
some are, and they have an assortment of 
anarchist magazines and books, with a good 
amount in English. Someone from the Spui 
Group said that there had been an anarcho- 
feminist group in Amsterdam, but he didn’t 
know now if they still existed or not. But then, 
he added that there is not such good commu¬ 
nication or coordination between the different 
groups in Amsterdam, of which there are few 
anyway. The Spui Group, which I’ve mentioned 
twice, in addition to helping to put out De 
fiaaf, organizes anarchist study groups or 
classes at the university. They said that if they 
had time and money they would like to orga¬ 
nize international seminars like what has 
happened in Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia. NN is 
another paper, which while not explicitly anar¬ 
chist is still good, more widely read, and more 
frequently distributed than others. It also has a 
few anarchists writing for it. It is good if you 
want to know what is going on during the 
month. 

There were some people at the camp at 
Appelscha that are part of a small group in 
Amsterdam that have just started an interna¬ 
tional anarchist newspaper named Alive. They 
have big ideas about putting out news from 
anarchists from all over the world. They really 
want it to be an international effort and not a 
paper from any one country. They want it to be 
in English. There is no doubt that they would 
welcome contact with anyone in North America 
who would be willing to gather and send them 
news from North American anarchists. 

Also at the camp there was someone from 
Gent in Belgium who is working with comput¬ 
ers and interested in the idea of a sort of 
anarchist computer network as a means of 
better information exchange. We both said that 
whatever happens in regards to trying to 
improve the flow of anarchist information 
between Europe and North America, and 
within Europe, it can not rely solely on one 
element, such as a computer network, but 


must be something that functions on many 
levels. -Stefan Wray 


Contacts: 


AS 

PB 43 

2750 AA Moerkapelle 
Netherlands 

De Raaf 

PB 51217 

1007 EE Amsterdam 
Netherlands 


Green Tree Newt 

PB 566 

6130 AN Sittard 
Netherlands 

LAO 

PB 3105 

Nijmegen 

Netherlands 

(Loose federation or network) 


Hacktic 

PB 22953] 

1100 DL Amsterdam 
Netherlands 

(Anarchist computer freaks) 

Recht Voor Allen 

PB 48 

8430 AA Oosterwolde 
Netherlands 

Recht Voor Allen 

Van Under Up 
PB 37 

8426 ZM Appelscha 
Netherlands 


Noordelijk Gewest Van 
Vrije Soclallsten 

PB 37 

8426 ZM Appelscha 
Netherlands 

(Will organize 1991 camp) 

Alive 

c/o J.V. Lennepkade 122 
1053 MT Amsterdam 
Netherlands 


The anarchist scene 


Compiled by Lev Chernyi 


LEFT BANK BOOKS IS A COLLECTIVELY 
owned and operated project now In Its 15th year, 
operating with a tiny staff and the aid of volun¬ 
teers. The pro|ect includes Left Bank Books (92 
Pike St., Seattle, WA)~which carries new and 
used books, a/k/a Books (5241 University Way 
NE, Seattle, WA)~which carries used books, Left 
Bank Distribution (4142 Brooklyn NE, Seattle, WA 
98105)—which provides both retail mail-order and 
wholesale distribution, and a Books-to-Prisoners 
project (Box A 92 Pike St., Seattle, WA). Send a 
large SASE for a copy of the latest catalog. 

BACK ISSUES OF ANARCHY; A Journal Of 
Desire Armed are available for free distribution 
In bulk for the cost of postage and packaging. We 
have extras of several Issues Including #19, 
#20/21 [double Issue], #22. #23 and #24 still 
available. For those living in the U.S., we suggest 
you send about 10* to 15* (depending on the 
size of the Issuejs] requested) for 50 to 150 
copies (send a minimum of $5.00). We'll mark 
them "Free” on the cover. To order bulk copies 
for resale, see the terms listed in the masthead 
box on page 3. 

THE BAY AREA DIRECT ACTION NETWORK 
(contact: Seeds of Peace, 244016th St., Box 241, 
San Francisco, CA 94103 & Earth Action Net¬ 
work, 1711 M.L King Way, Suite D., Berkeley, 
CA 94709) was formed In November '90 In San 
Francisco to bring together activists "from diverse 
direct action groups" to organize activities against 
the war being prepared in the Middle East. They 
are urging that direct action groups around the 
world begin "forming a broader network of resis¬ 
tance." 

THE RAINBOW HAWK/SERGEI TROYANSKY 
Defense Committee (c/o Bob McGlynn, 528 5th 
St.. Brooklyn, NY. 11215) has published a new 
20-page pamphlet titled Free U.S. and Soviet 
Political Prisoner: Rainbow Hawk and Sergei 
Troyanski. Copies are available for $1.00 each. 

THE BRITISH NEWSPAPER CLASS WAR CAN 
be contacted through the London Class War 
group at POB 467, London E6 3QX, England. The 
Class War Federation International Secretary 
reports that alter the Poll Tax riots there was "a 
fair bit of harassment. Our post box was closed 
down but we have recently opened a new one." 

OUR TIME HAS COME, 1991 WILL BE A 
week-long conference to be held In London from 
Sept. 23-28, hosted by the Class War Federation. 
There will be discussions "at rallies and work¬ 
shops [of] subjects including: the situation In 
Europe, poll tax struggles In Britain, the rise of 
racism and fascism In Europe, Class War—who 
we are, housing, football, music and counter¬ 
culture, religion, industrial struggles in Europe 
after 1992, nationalism and armed struggle, 
propaganda, towards an international movement, 
sex and sexuality, the Eurof>ean car Industry, 
working class culture, the death of communism?, 
Arab nationalism and Moslem fundamentalism, 
what should revolutionaries be doing?, the work¬ 
ing class—alive and kicking, riot and revolution, 
culture and nation states, learning from history." 
For more Information contact: London Class War 
(POB 467, London E6 3QX, England). Sugges¬ 
tions are invited. 

BATTERY IS "THE BASIC STATEMENT OF AN 
anonymous anti-authoritarian collective," address¬ 
ing "codification, sensual play, the communica¬ 
tion age, clockwork music, atrocity and more." 
Well worth checking out, this 16-page pamphlet 
Is available for $2.00 from 127 House (POB 
11481, Knoxville, TN.37939). 

DIRECT DEMOCRACY NETWORK (c/o Mick 
Parkin, 39 Vesta Road, Brockley, London SE4 
2NJ, England) Is "an International project which 
aims to produce some practical analysis of direct 
democracy (Its strengths and weaknesses) with a 
special interest in mass organizations which use 
rotation of delegates (eg. the Spanish dockers' 
Co-ordinadora or the CGT-CNT branch at Mlche- 
lin in the Basque Country)." They "would like to 
hear from anyone with practical experience or 
who Is Interested in giving criticisms of drafttexts, 
doing translations, or In any way getting Involved. 
Various already existing texts on this subject will 
be sent to anyone interested." 


THE NUCLEAR RESISTER (POB 43383, 
Tucson, AZ. 85733) is collecting Information 
about arrests or jailings of war resisters In the 
U.S. and Canada They are asking for local 
reports Including: date, city, state and number of 
arrests, charges filed, names & jail (or support 
group) addresses, the legal status of prisoners 
and trial or release dates, a contact name with 
address & phone number for more Information. 
Nuclear Resister publishers Felice and Jack 
Cohen-Joppa are also asking for help in distribut¬ 
ing the paper, as well as for donations to help 
purchase a new computer. 

FREE THE GENITALS, CAGE THE GENERALS IS 
an Imaginative, 24-page mini-pamphlet put out by 
the folks at Schiz-Flux (Box 3502, Madison, Wl. 
53704), whose contents consist of a partial re¬ 
printing of Smile #1 focussing on the "Revolution 
of Desire." Send two 29* stamps for a copy. 

THE FREER PLACES PROJECT (Pat Underhill, 
c/o Correspan, POB 759, Veneta, OR. 97487) "Is 
compiling a directory of cities, small countries, 
and other areas (in the U.S. and elsewhere) 
which have less taxes, fewer restrictions on small 
businesses, fewer barriers to low-cost bulld-it- 
yourself housing, fewer barriers to food self- 
reliance, less Interference with travel, fewer laws 
against victimless "crimes" or less enforcement of 
them, and more tolerance of unorthodox consen- 
suality, etc., than do most comparable places." 
The deadline has apparently already passed for 
submissions for the first edition, but send an 
SASE for more information. 

"FANATICS OF FREEDOM" Is a 27-page 
English-language essay on "freedom from an 
anarchist point of view" by Amadeo Bertolo, 
presented at the Centro Studl Ubertart (via Ro- 
vetta 27—20127 Milano, Italy). Send a contribu¬ 
tion for a copy. 

THE ANTI-ART FESTIVAL III will take place 
Haymarket Holiday weekend at the Mlllworks In 
Akron, OH. "No entry fees, no panel of distin¬ 
guished judges, no money. This year's "theme": 
Anarchy—Art on the Cheap. Performers need 
only to contact WSD (c/o Mlllworks, 540 S. Main 
St., Bldg.#17, Akron, OH. 44311-1010) in order to 
secure a space on the schedule. Exhibitors of 
propaganda in whatever medium, need only to 
show up for the event. Do not send us any written 
proposals or application forms, slides or videos. 
Save your $ for a bus ticket to Akron!" 

THE ALBERT J. NOCK FORUM & SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA SUPPER CLUB (90370 World Way 
Centre, Los Angeles, CA. 90009; [213] 285-8171) 
is "an agora of absolute free speech and good 
manners" which meets monthly In LA. area 
restaurants for food, drink, presentations and 
discussion. Guest speakers in March were Paul & 
Shirley Eberle on "The Politics of Child Abuse." 
Upcoming speakers Include Jim Bennett on "After 
the Nation-State, What?" (April 2nd) and Durk & 
Sandy Pearson (May 7th). 

THE TRAFALGAR SQUARE DEFENDANTS' 
CAMPAIGN PRISONER SUPPORT GROUP (c/o 
Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers, Room 205, 
38 Mount Pleasant, London, WC1X0AP, England) 
is Issuing 4 page updates on their campaign to 
defend victims of police repression stemming 
from last year's London Poll Tax rioting, as well 
as providing legal back-up (and counter-docu¬ 
mentation) for present and future popular demon¬ 
strations. So far they have raised "thousands of 
pounds," but still need many times that. Send a 
contribution for details of their work. 

DAWN PRESS (POB 02936, Detroit, Ml. 48202) 
has published a book titled AnarchoHealthcare. 
and has asked that we announce that it Is avail¬ 
able for $10.95. 

If you have announcements concerning anar¬ 
chist gatherings, new publications, or other anar¬ 
chist activities or projects which our readers might 
find of use, you can send them to: Attn. Anarchist 
Scene, c/o C.A.L., POB 1446, Columbia, MO. 
65205-1446. Please remember, for more informa¬ 
tion, or for ordering materials listed In this column, 
you must write to the addresses given above and 
not to C.A.L. 
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The impossibility of communication: 

Power as universal mediation 

In the realm of Power, mediation is the falsified necessity wherein people learn to lose 
themselves rationally. Mediation’s power to alienate is now being reinforced, and also 
brought into question, by the dictatorship of consumption (chapter seven), by the 
predominance of exchange over gift (chapter eight), by cybernetization (chapter 9), and by 
the reign of the quantitative (chapter ten). 

The age of 

happiness 

The contemporary welfare state belatedly provides the guarantees of survival which were 
demanded by the disinherited members of the production-based society of former days (1). 
Affluent survival entails the pauperization of life (2). Purchasing power is a license to purchase 
power, to become an object in the order of things. The tendency is for both oppressor and 
oppressed to fall, albeit at different speeds, under one and the same dictatorship: the dictatorship 
of consumer goods (3). 


T 1 

if he face of happiness van- 

-A- . ished from art and liter¬ 
ature as it began to be reproduced 
along endless walls and billboards, 
offering to each passerby the uni¬ 
versal image in which he is invited 
to recognize himself. 

Three cheers for Adam Smith and 
Jeremy Bentham: happiness is not a 
myth! "The more we produce, the bet¬ 
ter we shall live," writes the humanist 
sociologist Fourastie, and another ge¬ 
nius, General Eisenhower, takes up the 
refrain: "to save the economy, we must 
buy, buy anything." Production and con¬ 
sumption are the nipples of modern 
society. Thus suckled, humanity grows 
in strength and beauty; rising standard 
of living, all modern conveniences, 
distractions of all kinds, culture for all, 
the comfort of your dreams. On the 
horizon of the Khrushchev report, the 
rosy dawn of communism is breaking at 
last, a new era heralded by two revolu¬ 
tionary decrees: the abolition of taxes 
and free transport for all. Yes, the 
golden age is in sight, at least within 
spitting distance. 

In this upheaval one thing has disap¬ 
peared: the proletariat. Where on earth 
can it be? Spirited away? Gone under¬ 
ground? Or has it been put in a muse¬ 
um? Sociologi disputant. We hear from 
some quarters that in the advanced 
industrial countries the proletariat no 
longer exists, that it has disappeared 
forever under an avalanche of sound 
systems, color TVs, waterbeds, two-car 
garages and swimming pools. Others 
denounce this as sleight of hand and 
indignantly point out a few remaining 
workers whose low wages and wretched 
conditions do undeniably evoke the 
nineteenth century. "Backward sectors," 
comes the retort, "in the process of 
re-absorption." "Surely you must admit 
that the direction of economic develop¬ 
ment is towards Sweden, Czechoslova¬ 
kia, the welfare state, and not towards 
India?" 

The black curtain rises: the hunt is on 
for the starving, for the last of the pro¬ 
letarians. The prize goes to the one 
who sells him his car and his blender, 
his bar and his home library; the one 
who teaches him to see himself in the 
leering hero of an advertisement that 
reassures him: "You smile when you 
smoke Brand X." 

And happy, happy humanity so soon 
to receive the parcels which were redi¬ 
rected to them at such great cost by the 
rebels of the nineteenth century. The 
insurgents of Lyons and Fourmies have 
certainly proved luckier dead than alive. 
The millions of human beings who were 
shot, tortured, jailed, starved, treated 
like animals and made the object of a 
conspiracy of ridicule, can sleep in 
peace in their communal graves, for at 


least the struggle in which they died has 
enabled their descendants, isolated in 
their air-conditioned apartments, to 
believe, on the strength of their daily 
dose of television, that they are happy 
and free. The Communards went down, 
fighting to the last, so that you too 
could qualify for a Caribbean cruise. 

A fine future, and one fit to realize the 
headiest revolutionary dreams of the 
past, there is no doubt about it. 

Only the present is left out of the 
reckoning. Ungrateful and uncouth, the 
younger generation doesn’t want to 
know about the glorious past which is 
offered as a free gift to every consumer 
of Trotskyist-reformist ideology. They 
claim that to make demands means to 
make demands for the here and now. 
They recall that the meaning of past 
struggles is rooted in the present of the 
men who fought them, and that despite 
different historical conditions they 
themselves are living in the same pres¬ 
ent. In short, one might say that radical 
revolutionary currents are inspired by 
one unchanging project: the project of 
being a whole man, a will to live totally 
which Marx was the first to provide 
with scientific tactics. But these are 
pernicious theories which the holy chur¬ 
ches of Christ and Stalin never miss a 
chance to condemn. More money, more 
freezers, more holy sacraments and 
more GNP, that’s what is needed to 
satisfy our revolutionary appetites. 

Are we condemned to the state of 
welfare? Peace-loving citizens will inevi¬ 
tably deplore expressions of opposition 
to a programme with which everybody 
agrees, from Khrushchev to Albert 
Schweitzer, from the Pope to Fidel 
Castro, from Aragon to the late Mr. 
Kennedy. 

In December 1956, a thousand young 


people ran wild in the streets of Stock¬ 
holm, setting fire to cars, smashing 
neon signs, tearing down hoardings and 
looting department stores. At Merle- 
bach, during a strike called to force the 
mine owners to bring up the bodies of 
seven miners killed by a cave-in, the 
workers set about the cars parked at 
the pit-head. In January 1961, strikers in 
Liege burned down the Guillemins 
station and destroyed the offices of the 
newspaper La Meuse. Seaside resorts in 
England and Belgium were devastated 
by the combined efforts of hundreds of 
mobs and workers in March 1964. In 
Amsterdam in 1966 the workers held 
the streets for several days. Not a 
month goes by without a wildcat strike 
which pits the workers against both em¬ 
ployers and union bosses. Welfare 
State? The people of Watts have given 
their answer. 

A French worker summed up his 
difference of opinion with the propon¬ 
ents of welfare-statism and other watch¬ 
dogs of the future in the following 
terms: "Since 1936 I have been fighting 
for higher wages. My father before me 
fought for higher wages. I’ve got a TV, 
a fridge and a VW. If you ask me it’s 
been a dog’s life from start to finish." 

In action, as in words, the new poet¬ 
ry just doesn’t hit it off with the welfare 
state. 

2 

In the kingdom of consumption the 
citizen is king. A democratic monarchy: 
equality before consumption, fraternity 
in consumption, and freedom through 
consumption. The dictatorship of con¬ 
sumer goods has finally destroyed the 
barriers of blood, lineage and race; this 
would be good cause for celebration 
were it not that consumption, with its 


logic of things, forbids all qualitative 
differences and recognizes only differ¬ 
ences of quantity between values and 
between people. The distance has not 
changed between those who possess a 
lot and those who possess a small but 
ever increasing amount; but the inter¬ 
mediate stages have multiplied, and 
have so to speak, brought the two ex¬ 
tremes, rulers and ruled, closer to the 
same level of mediocrity. To be rich 
nowadays merely means to possess a 
large number of poor objects. 

Consumer goods are tending to lose 
all use-value. Their nature is to be 
consumable at all costs, like the noth¬ 
ing-box. And as General Eisenhower so 
candidly explained, the present econom¬ 
ic system can only be rescued by turn¬ 
ing man into a consumer, by identifying 
him with the largest possible number of 
consumable values, which is to say, 
non-values, or empty, fictitious, abstract 
values. After being "The most precious 
kind of capital," in Stalin ’s happy 
phrase, man must now become the 
most valued of consumer goods. The 
stereotyped images of the star, the poor 
man, the communist, the murderer-for- 
love, the law-abiding citizen, the rebel, 
the bourgeois, will replace man, putting 
in his place a system of multicopy cate¬ 
gories arranged according to the irrefut¬ 
able logic of robotization. Already the 
idea of ‘teenager’ tends to define the 
buyer in conformity with the product he 
buys, to reduce his variety to a varied 
but limited range of objects in the 
shops (records, guitars, Levis...). You 
are no longer as old as you feel or as 
old as you look, but as old as what you 
buy. The time of production—society 
where ‘time is money’ will give way to 
the time of consumption, in every sense 
of the word, a time measured in terms 
of products bought, worn out and 
thrown away: a time of premature old 
age, which is the eternal youth of trees 
and stones. 

The truth of the theory of immisera- 
tion has been demonstrated today not, 
as Marx expected, in the sphere of 
goods necessary for survival, since 
these, far from becoming scarce, have 
become more and more abundant; but 
rather in terms of survival itself, which 
is always the enemy of real life. Afflu¬ 
ence had seemed to promise to all men 
the dolce vita previously lived by the 
feudal aristocracy. But in the event 
affluence and its comforts are only the 
children of capitalist productivity, chil¬ 
dren doomed to age prematurely as 
soon as the marketing system has trans¬ 
formed them into mere objects of pas¬ 
sive consumption. Work to survive, 
survive by consuming, survive to con¬ 
sume: the hellish cycle is complete. 
Under the reign of ‘economism’, surviv¬ 
al is both necessary and sufficient. This 
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is the fundamental truth of bourgeois 
society. But it is also true that a histori¬ 
cal period based on such an antihuman 
truth can only be a period of transition, 
an intermediate stage between the life 
that was lived, if obscurely, by the feu¬ 
dal masters and the life that will be 
constructed rationally and passionately 
by masters without slaves. Only thirty 
years are left if we want to end the 
transitional period of slaves without 
masters before it has lasted two centu¬ 
ries. 

3 

With regard to daily life, the bour¬ 
geois revolution looks more like a coun¬ 
ter-revolution. The market in human 
values has rarely known such a collapse; 
never has man’s conception of existence 
undergone such rapid devaluation. The 
aristocratic life with its wealth of pas¬ 
sions and adventures suffered the fate 
of a palace partitioned off into fur¬ 
nished rooms, gloomy holes made even 
more unbearable by the sign outside 
which proclaimed, like a challenge 
hurled at the Universe, that this was the 
age of freedom and well-being. From 
now on hatred would give way to con¬ 
tempt, love, to attachment, the ridicu¬ 
lous to the stupid, passion to sentimen¬ 
tality, desire to envy, reason to calcula¬ 
tion, the taste for life to the fear of 
death. The utterly contemptible morali¬ 
ty of profit came to replace the utterly 
detestable morality of honor; the mys¬ 
terious and quite ridiculous power of 
birth and blood gave way to the quite 
Ubuesque power of money. The chil¬ 
dren of August 4th, 1789 took bankers’ 
orders and sales charts as their coats of 
arms; mystification came to reside in 
the account book. 

Wherein lies the mystery of money? 
Clearly in the fact that it represents a 
sum of beings and things that can be 
appropriated. The nobleman’s coat of 
arms expresses God’s choice and the 
real power exercised by his elect; mon¬ 
ey is only a sign of what might be ac¬ 
quired, it is a draft on power, a possible 
choice. The feudal God, who appeared 
to be the basis of the social order, was 
really only its extravagant crowning 
excuse. Money, that odorless god of the 
bourgeois, is also a mediation; a social 
contract. It is a god swayed not by 
prayers or by promises, but by science 
and specialized know-how. Its mystery 
no longer lies in a dark and impenetra¬ 
ble totality, but in the sum of an infinite 
number of partial certainties; no longer 
in the quality of lordship, but in the 
number of marketable people and 
things that half a million dollars, say, 
puts within the reach of its possessors. 

In the economy of free-trade capi¬ 
talism, dominated by the imperatives of 
production, wealth alone confers power 
and honor. Master of the means of 
production and of labor power, it con¬ 
trols the development of productive 
forces and consumer goods and thus its 
owners have the pick of the myriad 
fruits of an infinite progress. But as this 


capitalism undergoes transformation 
into its opposite, into a state-planned 
economy, the old prestige of the capi¬ 
talist playing the market with his mil¬ 
lions fades away, and with it the carica¬ 
ture of the pot-bellied, cigar-puffing 
merchant of human flesh. Today we 
have managers who derive their power 
from their talent for organization; and 
already computers are doing them out 
of a job. Managers do, of course, get 
their fat monthly pay checks. But how 
can they vaunt their wealth? Xanadus, 
harems and all the trappings of unboun¬ 
ded riches are beyond their reach. For, 
unfortunately for them, the imperatives 
of consumption have so democratized 
the need to display power, that the 
symbolic force of wealth has been lost. 
Under the dictatorship of consumer 
goods, money melts away like a snow¬ 
ball in hell, its significance passes to 
objects with more representational 
value, more tangible objects better 
adapted to the spectacular ideology of 
creeping state socialism. Consumer 
goods encroach on the power of money 
because, trapped in ideology, they are 
the true signs of power. Before long, 
money’s only remaining justification will 
be the’quantity of objects and useless 
gadgets it enables one to acquire and 
throw away at an ever-accelerating 
pace; only the quantity and the pace 
matter, because mass distribution auto¬ 
matically wipes out quality and rarity 
appeal. Only the ability to consume 
faster and faster—cars, alcohol, houses, 


TVs and playmates-shows how far 
you’ve got up the hierarchical ladder. 
From blue blood to the power of mon¬ 
ey, from the superiority of money to the 
power of the gadget, the nec plus ultra 
of Christian/Socialist civilization: a 
civilization of prosaism and vulgar de¬ 
tail. A perfect nest for Nietzsche’s ‘little 
men’. 

Purchasing power is a license to 
purchase power. The old proletarian 
sold his labor power in order to subsist; 
what little leisure time he had was 
passed pleasantly enough in conversa¬ 
tion, arguments, drinking, making love, 
wandering, celebrating and rioting. The 
new proletarian sells his labor power in 
order to consume. When he’s not flog¬ 
ging himself to death to get promoted 
in the labor hierarchy, he’s being per¬ 
suaded to buy himself objects to distin¬ 
guish himself in the social hierarchy. 
The ideology of consumption becomes 
the consumption of ideology. East-West 
cultural detente is no accident. On the 
one hand, homo consumator buys a 
bottle of whiskey and gets as a free gift 
the lie that accompanies it. On the 
other hand, communist man buys ideol¬ 
ogy and gets a bottle of vodka for free. 
Paradoxically, Soviet and capitalist 
regimes are taking a common path, the 
first thanks to an economy of produc¬ 
tion, the second thanks to an economy 
of consumption. 

In the USSR, the surplus labor of the 
workers does not, strictly speaking, 
directly enrich their comrade, the direc- 
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tor of the enterprise. It simply strength¬ 
ens his power as an organizer and bu¬ 
reaucrat. His surplus value is a surplus 
value of power. (But this new-style 
surplus value is nevertheless subject to 
the tendency for the rate of profit to 
fall: Marx’s laws of economic life are 
confirmed today in the economy of 
life.) He earns it not on the basis of 
money-capital, but on the basis of a 
primitive accumulation of confidence- 
capital obtained through the docile 
absorption of ideological matter. The 
car and the dacha, which are thrown in 
to reward his services to the Fatherland, 
to Output and to the Cause, prefigure a 
form of social organization in which 
money will indeed have disappeared, 
giving way to honorific distinctions of 
rank, a mandarinate of boy-scout ma¬ 
chismo and specialized thought. (Re¬ 
member the special treatment given to 
the Stakhanovites, to ‘heroes of space’, 
to scrapers of violin strings and daubers 
of canvas.) 

In capitalist countries, the material 
profit reaped by the employer from 
both production and consumption, 
remains distinct from the ideological 
profit which the employer is not alone 
in deriving from the organization of 
consumption. This is all that prevents us 
from reducing the difference between 
manager and worker to the difference 
between a new Rolls Royce every year 
and a VW lovingly maintained for five. 
All the same, the tendency is towards 
planning, and planning tends to quantify 
social differences in terms of ability to 
consume and to make others consume. 
With the differences growing in number 
and shrinking in significance, the real 
distance between rich and poor is di¬ 
minishing, and mankind is leveled into 
mere variations on poverty.The culmi¬ 
nation of the process would be cyber¬ 
netic society composed of specialists 
ranked hierarchically according to their 
aptitude for consuming, and making 
others consume, the doses of power 
necessary for the functioning of a gigan¬ 
tic social computer of which they them¬ 
selves would be at once program and 
print-out. A society of exploited exploit¬ 
ers where some slaves are more equal 
than others. 

There remains the ‘third world’. 
There remain the old forms of oppres¬ 
sion. That the serfs of the latifundia 
should be the contemporaries of the 
new proletariat seems to me a perfect 
formula for the explosive mixture from 
which the total revolution will be born. 
Who could dare to suppose that the 
peons and Indians of South America 
will be satisfied with land reform and 
lay down their arms when the best paid 
workers in Europe are demanding a 
radical change in their way of life. The 
revolt against the welfare state will set 
the minimum demands for world revo¬ 
lution. You can choose to forget this, 
but you forget it at your peril. As 
Saint-Just said, those who make a revo¬ 
lution by halves are only digging their 
own graves. 





































Swamp Rats of the World Unite! 

A Secret History of"The Other America" 



1. OH, MY BROTHERS 

F reemasonry arose as 
a white, middle-to- 
upper class male 
conspiracy against 
God and King which 
sought to establish a 
new deal of the ages. A wholly 
rational infrastructure, adminis¬ 
tered by white male land-owners of 
the merchant class, so beautifully 
logical in its operations as to cause 
order to reign forever, in spite of 
human nature. White because the 
child-races were not ready. Male be¬ 
cause logic was alien to women. Land- 
owners because they alone knew re¬ 
sponsibility. Merchants because they 
knew how to balance the books. The 
celestial clockwork of the church was to 
be anchored firmly in the earth. 

The royal monopoly on nobility was 
to be smashed and redistributed among 
all who could pass the entrance exam 
and return the secret handshake. So 
constituted, Freemasonry was not so 
much a body as a big fat head in search 
of a muscular mass to ride into the 
perfectible future. It succeeded with a 
vengeance in realizing the glorious 
dream: a racist, sexist, reductivist, venal 
order, headed by lawyers and accoun¬ 
tants; an order so universally establish¬ 
ed that its logic is almost inescapable. 
Nearly everyone serves the planetary 
work and war machine, and a great 
many subscribe to its religion of profits 
and progress, persuaded by its logic- 
"Ya gotta work to survive.” 

Freemasonry, hybrid seed of the 
Renaissance quest to reassemble the 
potsherds of the Golden Age, spent its 
17th-Century adolescence sifting 
through sand-piles of symbols, searching 
for portents, seeking the future in the 
detritus of the past. America opened 
her arms and offered herself as an 
only-slightly-smudged slate on which to 
write the New Jerusalem. 

In the eighteenth century, after New¬ 
ton fused heaven and earth, the project 
began to seem more practical than 
philosophical. Gravity was the key by 
which their mad celestial schematics 
could be drawn down to enshroud the 
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earth, to impose the map upon the 
unruly territory. No matter that the fit 
was imprecise; that the great, green riot 
of life was forever poking through the 
gaps, mocking from beyond the edges, 
No matter that our movement and 
speech were infected with its mad jazz 
patterns. When you live in the map you 
hardly notice these things, any more 
than you notice the nameless ones 
silently slipping beyond the pale, leaving 
the map behind. Who cares who goes 
there, who goes nowhere? 


2. BEYOND THE PALE 

/ n 1717 the Grand Lodge of Eng¬ 
land was formed and the "respect¬ 
able" half of masonry began push¬ 
ing the "irregulars" off the map. Trades¬ 
men, including any stone masons who 
might have been in Freemasonry, were 
among the exiles. In 1741 members of 
the black-listed lodges staged a wild 
masonic parade in London to ridicule 
the Grand Lodge. They called them¬ 
selves Scald Miserable Masons. 


By this time numbers of exiled ma¬ 
sons were washing up on the American 
shores—convicts, vagrants, rebels, Irish- 
sentenced or sold into plantation servi¬ 
tude from which they escaped at their 
earliest convenience. Most headed west 
of the seaboard colonies, keeping ahead 
of the advancing map, (the great wagon 
road making its way, north to south and 
west), joining the multi-racial maroon 
communities of the South Carolina hills 
and elsewhere, some whole communi¬ 
ties calling themselves Freemasons. But 
we may safely assume that at least a 
few of these Scald Miserable Masons 
were guided to the secret maroon capi¬ 
tal of the upper south, there to become 
citizen-warriors of the Great Dismal 
Swamp, on the Atlantic coast where 
Virginia and Carolina meet; the heart 
of the New World. 

3. THE OTHER AMERICA 

K—tj ver since 1524 when the Spanish 
fHj founded the first European (and 
M African) settlement in what is 
now the U.S., slaves had been walking 
away from bondage, joining or forging 
alliances with friendly Indian nations. In 
the early days most of these Maroons 
were white—at least from among the 
English colonies—Irish and poor English 
convicts, indentured servants arid slaves. 
There were also a great many Ameri¬ 
cans who had been taken as slaves and 
escaped, only to find their tribes deci¬ 
mated. The growth of the African slave 
trade brought increasing numbers of 
Africans into the Maroon camps. In 
1586 Sir Francis Drake, returning north 
from the wars with Spain in the Carib¬ 
bean, carried a shipload of former 
Spanish slaves—300 South American 
Indians, 200 Guinea Coast Africans, 200 
Moors—as a sort of gift to the English 
colonists on Roanoke Island, (Raleigh’s 
second attempt to establish a colony 
there). No sooner had they arrived than 
a great storm blew up, frightening the 
English back to England with Drake. 
When they returned a year later to try 
again they were dismayed to find that 
their servants had deserted, joined the 
Indians on the mainland. A year later, 
when Raleigh’s ships returned to repro- 






























vision the colony the white colonists had 
also deserted. Raleigh’s agents could 
find no trace of them on the mainland 
and the Indians just shrugged their 
shoulders. Perhaps they were hiding out 
in the nearly impenetrable Great Dis¬ 
mal Swamp nearby. Perhaps, four hun¬ 
dred years ago, these Maroons of four 
continents held a big pow-wow, dedicat¬ 
ing themselves to the fight against slav¬ 
ery even then. 

As the English colonies up and down 
the Atlantic seaboard bustled with new 
settlement and commerce, North Caro¬ 
lina, the ancient Albemarle, was 
strangely silent. The lords proprietors 
collected enough rent to keep them¬ 
selves comfortable and left the inhabit¬ 
ants to their own devices. The Tuscaro- 
ra nation still exercised considerable 
influence in the region, and the settlers, 
it seems, had no objection to this ar¬ 
rangement. The settlers were, by and 
large, Maroons. By 1650 they had their 
own government under Nathaniel Batts, 
who converted to the Tuscarora religion 
and was accepted as an honored mem¬ 
ber of the tribe. The settlers had full 
representation in the governing councils 
of the Tuscarora nation. New fugitives 
arrived regularly to join them. They 
lived at their ease, hunting, fishing, 
trapping, adventuring together and 
generally celebrating their good fortune 
to live free and among friends. 

By 1708 political forces in England 
had determined that the time had ar¬ 
rived to develop North Carolina as a 
commercial plantation slavery colony. 
This necessitated a full-scale war 
against the old settlers, which was fol¬ 
lowed by a full-scale war with their 
allies, the Tuscarora nation. The British 
declared victory and established their 
colony. The Maroons never admitted 
defeat. They retreated to the depths of 
the Great Dismal Swamp and from 
their sanctuary waged a 160-year guer¬ 
rilla war against slavery. In the end, 
they won. 

They fought alongside the British 
under Lord Dunmore in the revolution, 
because Dunmore promised an end to 
slavery and gave them uniforms with a 
special sash that read "Freedom For 
Slaves." They fought as "Buffalo Sol¬ 
diers" on the side of the Union in the 
Civil War, holding all the surrounding 
territory without army support. 

In between, they sent out continuous 
raiding parties to free slaves and dis¬ 
courage slavers. They established an 
extensive communication system 
throughout the upper south through a 
network of plantation preachers and 
conjuremen and women. The swamp 
had been considered a holy place by the 
Indians since time immemorial. It was 
now doubly so for the slaves and Ma¬ 


roons. There were many Maroon en¬ 
claves up and down the coast in the 
swamps and pine barrens, but none 
larger or more militant than the Great 
Dismal. Here was the original Rainbow 
Coalition. 

With Emancipation they left the 
swamp to make a life in the open, but 
their triumph was short-lived. Some 
were absorbed into the African-Amer¬ 
ican community, some went to the 
reservations and a few passed for white, 
but the majority had no desire to be so 
segregated. This was true of the other 
maroon enclaves as well They emerged 
to find slavery being replaced by a rigid 
caste system that had no place for 
them. They were marginalized, isolated 
and despised. Some even went back to 
the swamps. They were our Dark Se¬ 
cret, an enormous blind-spot in our 
collective psyche. Within twenty years 
liberal progressive Christians had 


tries, most notably Germany, where it 
served as the legal foundation for an 
escalating series of racial laws that led, 
ultimately to the Nazi Final Solution. At 
Nuremburg after the war there was 
much debate over whether or not 
forced sterilization could be prosecuted 
as a war crime. Of course, they decided 
it could not be, as it was still legal in 
the U.S. Today the descendants of the 
Maroons are still with us, some still 
living in the cracks, many more have 
blended into the crowds of the name¬ 
less. You may be one, in blood, or 
spirit, or both. Search the dark, rough 
recesses of your heart and mind. See if 
you can find traces of that Other Amer¬ 
ica, the one that did not build its celes¬ 
tial city on a foundation of cruelty, 
murder and deceit, but gathered the 
exiles of four continents in its Great 
Dismal City of Refuge. 
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Collage from Legend of the Great Dismal Maroons try James Koehnline (Panic Publishing, POB 1696, Skokie, IL. 60076). 


launched a "scientific" crusade to deal 
with the problem—the American Eugen¬ 
ics Movement. By the early years of this 
century they were promoting a Final 
Solution—compulsory sterilization. In 
1907 Indiana was the first state to pass 
a compulsory sterilization law. It was 
aimed at a nomadic, tri-racial tribe in 
that state, the Tribe of Ishmael. Rather 
than submit to this the Ishmaelites 
dispersed. This law, which came to be 
known as "The Indiana Plan," seemed 
like such a great idea that within twenty 
years 29 states had adopted similar 
eugenic laws and the Indiana Plan had 
been adopted by seven European coun- 


4. TOWARD THE SWAMP: 
THE WAY HOME 

r rapped between faith and fear, 
progressive liberalism is adrift 
in the current of modernity 
which eats away at faith and builds fear, 
moving toward an end which is only 
that: Finis. Lacking an articulate alter¬ 
native, lacking, too, the communal basis 
of alienation, ours is a vague search for 
something which is missing. What is it? 
The counter-culture has always been 
just that. A negation bound up with 
what it rejects; the underside of liberal¬ 
ism. Its notions of human communion 


are tied to the immediate realization of 
something very like the old liberal uto¬ 
pia-total private liberty and gratification 
of desire. That old utopia is wholly 
blind to the nature of communion, 
rooted in self-loathing and fear of the 
other; hostility to the ego, a desire to 
blot it out; fraternity as alliance of 
embattlement again. The possibility of 
citizenship has been eclipsed, and, hav¬ 
ing been eclipsed, it waits to be born 
anew. It awaits a new polity, and in the 
dismal swamp heart of the "inner" city 
something stirs. Still we hide our bones 
for fear of being born because birth’s 
first lesson is loneliness, when chance 
shall throw us together, and find the 
means for affirming our mutual "patrio¬ 
tism." 

We are obliged to set an example, to 
be the preachers and poets and tellers 
of tales of the great dismal city of ref¬ 
uge. We must steer clear of the Jeffer¬ 
sonian fraternal ideal which, in the 
name of unity, blows up such a cloud of 
sentiment as to obscure a dark and 
violent city. We must avoid charity as 
the plague it is, with its ethic of conde¬ 
scension. We must remember that war 
is no medicine for loneliness. Try love- 
laughter-song-dance; the tonics, before 
resort to narcotics and final solutions. 
In the lonely crowds of the urban wil¬ 
derness there is mingled a saving rem¬ 
nant, a band of brothers and sisters, 
mostly unknown to each other, whose 
lavish hearts still accommodate the 
possibility of The Other America —who 
are holding the pass, so to speak, until 
we are ready, each in his or her own 
time to go back over all the rough, dark 
places, to try, and finally, to fathom our 
old love- America. We must make the 
pilgrimage of Huck Finn, back to the 
beginning, divesting ourselves of false 
romance, disciplining our imagination in 
the school of nature, seeking fraternity 
with the strong victim, one to one, with 
the strength of personal character and 
devotion such that both of us are 
stretched toward our full stature. Then 
we shall find ourselves in the Great 
Dismal City of Refuge, candidates for 
citizenship. If we have learned well to 
recognize ignorance and dependence in 
ourselves and the world at large, and if 
we have learned to draw on the inex¬ 
haustible well of humor within which 
laughs aside our fears and pretensions- 
cheering us in our search for a true 
humanity, then we shall be the shining 
citizens of the Great Dismal City of 
Refuge, brothers and sisters in the 
global swamp-rat communion. 

Reprinted from the pamphlet Legend of the Great 
Dismal Maroons by Jantes Koehnline (Panic Publishing, 
POB 1696, Skokie, IL. 60076-8696, 1989). 
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International 
anarchist meeting 

Berlin meeting on international communication 

By Stefan Wray 



F rom July 27 to 29, 1990 in 
West Berlin at the A-Laden 
(an anarchist meeting place and 
infoshop) there was a meeting 
about how to improve communica¬ 
tion and information exchange 
within the international anarchist 
movement. This Berlin meeting was 
one of the outcomes of the East Euro¬ 
pean Anarchist Conference held in 
Trieste, Italy in April 1990. It was an 
initiative of two people, from West 
Germany and the United States, and 
was not a project of any particular 
anarchist group in Berlin or elsewhere. 
In attendance were people of nineteen 
groups from nine countries (European 
and the USA). 

The idea for the meeting was that: 

"A group of around thirty, all people now 
engaged in organizing communication, a 
small working group, meet for three days 
to discuss and consider ways to improve 
the flow of anarchist information...In a 
sense, this Berlin meeting is about net¬ 
working amongst networks. While it is 
inevitable that things like computer/mo¬ 
dem or fax links are necessary, the inten¬ 
tion is not to solely focus on this, but to 
think about communication in a broader 
way and try to help develop an exchange 
that operates on many levels." 

Some of the proposed objectives for 
the meeting were the following: To 
begin to connect anarchists in Europe 
and North America who want to focus 
on improving communication on an 
international level; to compile contact 
addresses of groups and individuals 
currently using the available advanced 
communication technologies; to estab¬ 
lish an intermediate means of exchange 
such as a correspondence circle or 
small newsletter; to initiate within the 
anarchist press ongoing discussions 
about the need to improve communica¬ 
tion; to discuss putting the issue on the 
agenda of future international gather¬ 
ings and meetings; to consider as a 
long-term project the publication of an 
Anarchist Communication Handbook, 
something more comprehensive than a 
list of addresses; to try to figure out 
how to work together with other inter¬ 
national initiatives. 

What happened? Computers and 
computer networks were definitely a 
large part of the meeting. There was a 
range of knowledge of computers from 
a teacher of information science to 
programmers, a BBS sysop (Bulletin 
Board System system operator) to peo¬ 
ple using computers for writing texts or 
layout of papers, and to people who 
have never used a computer at all. 
Computers were, however, not seen as 
"the answer" and quite a bit of skepti¬ 
cism was expressed even from those 
working in the field. Some people came 


with the specific intention of exploring 
all the practical detailed considerations 
necessary for creating some sort of 
anarchist computer network. While 
others raised many other questions 
concerning the implications of this 
technology. How much does it cost? 
Will the people with knowledge and 
expertise be in a position of power? 
How to make a computer network non¬ 
authoritarian? 

Concerning networks specifically, it 
was pointed out several times by differ¬ 
ent people that in order for a "network" 
to function well, the local groups must 
be in a strong position. It was said that 
the communication problems within 
local groups and between local groups 
and the surrounding neighborhood or 
city (ghettoization) were fundamental 
and perhaps solving them should be a 
priority over establishing "international” 
communication. Also any kind of larger 
network or network of networks must 


be built upon what exists now and not 
try to be the result of some ideal imagi¬ 
nation. The sense amongst people was 
that it not develop too quickly, that it 
be a step by step, an organic and gradu¬ 
al process. Friday was devoted to learn¬ 
ing a little about what exists now. Each 
person or group gave a lengthy intro¬ 
duction and told what they had avail¬ 
able and how it was being used. This 
continued more deeply into part of the 
next day and gave people a better feel¬ 
ing for what the others were doing. In 
fact, this was very important to many of 
the participants. 

Other points of discussion during the 
three days included: Should we be 
thinking about an exclusive anarchist 
communication/information exchange 
network or be open to others within the 
"non-parliamentarian left spectrum"? 
What kind of information and what 
about security considerations? (There 
also was the fear, if the network was 


open to all, that it could be sabotaged 
by neo-Nazis or secret service for exam¬ 
ple, like happened to Chaos Computer 
Club in Hamburg several times). There 
is indeed the danger that viruses could 
be set in our computers to destroy data 
and even the hardware (possibly the 
hard disks). How to protect against 
that? Also the data could be read from 
far away if transmitted. If a computer 
network is public should there be data¬ 
bases or addresses? How could the 
organization of a computer network be 
structured in an anarchist way? From 
where is it possible to get equipment 
cheaply? 

One thing that unnerved some people 
was the point of view that first it is very 
important to have a long political dis¬ 
cussion and agree upon the purpose of 
any sort of anarchist computer or com¬ 
munication network and then discuss 
the practical aspects of doing this. 
While the other point of view was that 
first we need to have a good way to 
communicate with each other so that 
we can have a political discussion or 
any other ongoing exchange. Another 
debate was whether or not to use exist¬ 
ing networks such as GreenNet, or to 
create a completely independent anar¬ 
chist network. 

At one point the International Black¬ 
list, a global directory of anarchist and 
anti-authoritarian groups produced in 
San Francisco, was critiqued. While 
people thought it to be a good work, 
they also spoke about its inaccuracy, 
outdated addresses, or even the validity 
of including some of the groups. Cor¬ 
rections were later made in some of the 
country sections. The proposal was 
made that one person for each country 
be responsible in the future for collect¬ 
ing addresses within that country, so 
that this would not have to be done 
only in San Francisco, and so that it 
would become more accurate, up-to- 
date, and therefore more useful. W r e 
didn’t talk much about other media like 
video, film, theater or music. But for a 
little while someone explained what was 
possible with connecting computers to 
short wave radio and transmitting data 
in this way and not telephone. 

The meeting was successful in that 
some of the objectives were attained. It 
was a starting point. People who want 
to focus on communication within the 
anarchist movement met each other. 
People did make contacts. A funny 
example is that before this meeting 
anarchists in Brussels and Gent, both in 
Belgium, had no idea of the others’ 
existence. It was talked about meeting 
again during the IFA (International 
Anarchist Federation) congress in No¬ 
vember and a small group of computer 
"experts" were willing to get together in 
Continued on page 19 
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Drawing from You Don’t Have to Fuck People Over to Survive by Seth Tobocman. 
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New titles 


Love Lies Bleeding 

Love Lies Bleeding by Claudia (Class Whore 
Publication, London, England) 30pp. £1.80 pamphlet ' 

"Feminism is the collective lament of women 
who have emerged from sheltered, comfort¬ 
able backgrounds to discover that indeed the 
world can be a dangerous place." A second 
pamphlet from the controversial author of /, 
Claudia, in which she continues her attack on 
feminism for its message of hopelessness and 
passivity. “Feminism is nothing but a hin¬ 
drance to women who want to escape the 
psychological foot-binding of their sex." 

Poll Tax Riot 

Poll Tax Riot: Ten Hours that Shook Trafalgar Square 
(Acab Press, BM 8884, London, WC1N 3XX, England, 
1990) 72pp. £1.0<y$2.75 pamphlet 

Two hundred thousand people took to the 
streets of London to demonstrate against the 
Poll Tax, ending up with a riot. Hundreds of 
police were injured and mass looting occurred. 
The capitalist media came down like a ton of 
bricks in efforts to reimpose their reality, 
portraying the rioters’ violence as mindless 
lunacy—trying to hide the wider working class 
support it had. This sharply produced pam¬ 
phlet is the story from the people on the 
streets. 


Anarchist Mailorder 

Retail Distributors 

The following are all retail distributors of 
anarchist publications—mostly in North 
America. Each has its own catalog, and 
specializes in its own area—it’s usually a 
good idea to send a large, 45$ SASE or 
$1.00 in stamps for copies of catalogs. 

Blacklist Mailorder, 181 Shipley St., San 
Francisco, CA. 94107 (anarchist/punk 
recordings & periodicals). 

Black Rose Books, 3981 boulevard St.- 
Laurent, Suite 444, Montreal, Quebec H2W 
1Y5, Canada (the largest publisher of 
anarchist books in North America, with its 
own extensive catalog). 

Bound Together Books, 1369 Haight St., 
San Francisco, CA. 94117 (anarchist books 
& periodicals). 

Left Bank Distribution, 4241 Brooklyn NE 
#201, Seattle, WA 98105 (possibly the 
widest selection of anarchist books & 
periodicals available in the U.S.) 

Redwing Blackbird Distribution, POB 2042, 
Decatur, GA. 30031-2042 (mailorder anar¬ 
chist periodicals, plus a small selection of 
books). 

Arm the Spirit, Box 475, 253 College St., 
Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R5 Canada (new 
mailorder distributor of anarchist literature). 

A.Y.F. Distribution, POB 8585, Minneapolis, 
MN. 55408 (new mailorder anarchist/punk 
music & periodicals distributor). 

Any Time Now, Affinity Place, Argenta, B.C., 
V0G 1B0, Canada (short mailorder list). 

AK Distribution, 3 Balmoral Place, Stirling, 
FK8 2RD, Scotland (big mailorder distributor 
of anarchist books & periodicals). 

Black Rose Anarchist Bookshop, 583A 
King St., Newtown 2042, Sydney, Australia 
(anarchist book mailorder). 

[Other anarchist retail mailorder distributors that 
would like to be added to this list should let us 
know.] 


Class Myths and Culture by Stefan Szczelkun 
(Working Press, 85 St. Agnes Place, Kennington, 
London SE11 4BB, England) 96pp. £5.95 paper 

S tefan Szczelkun, previously the au¬ 
thor of Collaborations, discusses 
class identity and working class cul¬ 
ture in his latest effort, Class Myths and 
Culture. Much of the book works around the 
argument that there is a valuable and vivid 
working class culture and dominant images of 
this culture are perpetuated through class 
domination, class domination having worked 
its way into many social aspects of everyday 
life. 

Szczelkun is one person who tends to 
breach the tradition of intellectual distance and 
offers readers not only information on his life 
background (and how this tends to shape his 
current attitudes), but also relates stories of 
projects that he has participated in as an artist. 
This in and of itself is valuable as revolutionary 
theory must eventually make its way out of the 
realm of the abstract and take itself into the 
world of lived experience. 

Consumerism, middle-class pretensions and 
commercial culture all make their way into 
working class culture. In this respect It is like 
any other, cultures usually being profoundly 
influenced by outside sources. I don’t know if 
I agree with his attempts to define working 
class culture; definitions in and of themselves 
may be sources of stagnation or limitation. 
Another section deals with visual and concep¬ 
tual artists—understandable as Szczelkun 
himself is an artist and this book is the result 
of his thinking about life particularly in relation 
to the world around him. 

Myfavorite partof this book, however, deals 
with a broader issue: the issue of glamour. 
One of only a few writers who deal with glam¬ 
our and beauty as a system of domination 
(and more rarely, who does not deal with this 
as a gender-specific issue), he offers 52 points 
on this subject. I am personally of the opinion 
that a lengthier treatment is in order (however 
this would not be consistent with the style of 
the book; perhaps he can dedicate an entire 


book to the subject at some point). Glamour is 
dictated not only by the market and the media, 
but the idea of beauty itself is something 
much more profound for the human psyche. 
This poses some interesting questions, particu¬ 
larly in regards to art and aesthetics. In what 
ways does physical beauty parallel artistic 
beauty, and in what ways is the body a living 
canvas? Art too, when dominated by beauty 
and ruling (bourgeois) aesthetics loses its 
genuine quality and function and serves a 
place in a system of hierarchies; artists are 
given recognition and material compensation 
primarily in regards to their status in this 
system of values. 

There are a few arguments I have with a 
couple of his ideas, but on the whole these are 
subordinate to my admiration of the book in 
general. One irony however is worth mention¬ 
ing. Szczelkun devotes a few lines to the 
domination of middle class language over that 
of the working class; this is most obvious in 
the language of the intelligentsia. The intelli¬ 
gentsia, regardless of their class, regional or 
educational background, must mimic the 
language of the dominant body, at least in 
theoretical, if not in literary writings. One 
simply must do so in order to be "taken seri¬ 
ously." But taken seriously by whom? Unfortu¬ 
nately, we must do so even to be taken seri¬ 
ously by our own as intellectual stereotypes 
have become so entrenched in peoples' minds 
that we even have the strange phenomenon of 
people trusting in only what sounds esoteric or 
intellectually inaccessible to them. Thus the 
ruling bodies continue to feign specialized 
knowledge and superior abilities under the 
veneer of superior educations and semantic 
prowess. In language itself lies a multiplicity of 
oppressions: this is particularly relevant to 
class as in class societies one can easily see 
various differences in language usage. Lan¬ 
guage therefore becomes a relevant, if not one 
of the dominant, issues in class culture. 

Szczelkun's book is an excellent starting 
point for further discussion as well as being a 
good treatment of class culture in and of itself. 


You Don’t Have To 
Fuck People Over To Survive 

Reviewed by Toni Otter 

You Don't Have To Fuck People Over To Survive by 
Seth Tobocman (Pressure Drop Press, P.O.Box460754, 
San Francisco, CA. 94146: 1990) 133pp. $7.00 paper. 

A ccording to Martin Sprouse, this book 
is a "collection of Seth’s black and 
white artwork from the last 8 years and 
includes comic strips, illustrated stories, 
and graphics." Tobocman has been editor for 
the last 11 years of the comic book Wortd War 
3 Illustrated and his work has appeared in a 
number of mainstream and alternative publica¬ 
tions. 

There are lots of moving, powerful images in 
this collection. One simply has to see Toboc- 
man's artwork to appreciate it. 

This book, in the words of Pressure Drop 
Press, "was refused by over 30 book printers 
from all over the country. The title was labeled 
obscene. Predictably, some printers ref used the 
book because they feared it might offend their 
religious customers. Surprisingly, a good por¬ 
tion of the printers refused the book because 
they weren’t willing to take a chance with 
questionable material. The worst part is that 
most would have done this book a year or two 
ago...While a printer's refusal to print this book 
may not be censorship, it is certainly an effect 
of recent censorship activity in this country. The 
result is intimidation: people—or in this case 
printers—start policing and censoring them¬ 
selves." 

If you’re not familiar with Tobocman’s art¬ 
work or with the passion for life it reflects, 
check it out. 


North American 

Anarchist Review 

Spring/Summer 1991 
Press run: 7,000 

North American Anarchist Review is 

a semi-annual tabloid primarily intended 
to let the libertarian community know 
about interesting new (and old) books, 
journals and publishers. This issue of 
NAAR has been published as an insert 
to Anarchy; A Journal of Desire Armed 
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bookstores, it will be financed largely by 
advertising from these areas—if it is to 
be successful. Single copies are 
intended for free direct distribution, or 
for an SASE by mail. Sorry, no subscrip¬ 
tions will be accepted. 

Submissions are encouraged,, 
especially of short, lively reviews of 
relatively new books, journals, etc. No 
submissions will be returned without 
accompanying SASE. For longer reviews 
we suggest that you query first. Publish¬ 
ers, please send us review copies of 
new publications if you'd like to see 
them reviewed! Reviewers, write us for 
our current list of the books we have for 
review—and please send a sample of 
your work if you haven’t written for us 
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Black wheel 
of anger 

Reviews by Toni Otter 

joaquin (in the fog) by Peter Plate (Red Star Black 
Rose: Oakland, CA, 1988) 69pp. $4.00 paper. 

black wheel of anger (episodes in history, the mins of 
a city.) by Peter Plate (Contact: 537 Jones St #8456, 
San Francisco, CA 94102, 1989) 76 pp. no price listed, 
paper. 

the diggers opened 'free stores’ and gave 
away all the consumer goods that were 
available from america's post war surplus, the 
struggle to obtain washing machines for 
working women who needed them, to feeding 
the homeless... the diggers’ psychedelic social 
work was a utopian tendency bom in the 
shifting antagonisms of the american economy, 
the diggers said: 'our conflict begins with 
salaries and prices, the trip has been paid for 
at an incredible price in death, slavery and 
psychosis...give up jobs, be with people, 
defend againstproperty...." (p.2, black wheel of 
anger) 

/ a oaquin (in the fog) is the tale of Mary 
America, child of suburbia, her hus¬ 
band Hank, and her lover Bobby. 
Mary's life is intertwined with the memory of 
Joaquin Murrieta, a rebel from another era who 
turned to expropriation for survival after a gang 
of cops attempted to destroy his life. 

Mary gropes painfully and semi-consciously 
through the constraints of conditioning and 
marriage, periodically awakened by her own 
discontent and the ghost of Joaquin Murrieta. 
She seeks "freedom despite the threat of 
death, the adventure is never guaranteed." 
(p.61, joaquin (in the fog)) 
black wheel of anger, like joaquin (in the 
fog), is rooted in the history of the novelette’s 
setting, black wheel of anger is rich in the 
sights and sounds of San Francisco, especially 
the Mission District. The narrator shares mem¬ 
ories of his Russian grandfather, squatting 
struggles, and also weaves a brief account of 
the Diggers (both 1649 and 1968) into his 
central story of Tom and Rena Mooney. 

And who was Tom Mooney? 

"he is one of american labor’s finest, the 
school children of thirty countries have en¬ 
countered his name in their classroom text¬ 
books, but not in san francisco. the robber 
barons from southern pacific and pacific, gas 
and electric tried to blot out his image, but 
tom mooney proved to be like an eclipse of 
the sun. he is an echo of the bullets in joe hill’s 
chest, every general strike from Seattle to san 
francisco has continued with his blessing, 
when the wobblies were mobbed and lynched 
in centralia, tom mooney....“ 

’[...] he went to trial three times for the de¬ 
struction of their property, and finally, on the 
eve of a world war, the pacific, gas and electric 
company purchased the san francisco judiciary 
system to bury him forever." (pp 32&33) 

Plate’s style is distinct; his writing heart-felt. 

I was especially moved by the ending of black 
wheel of anger. He understands the odds 
against us are great, yet has the strength to 
write well and to resist: 

"history is a killer and death can do whatever 
he wants, but while i have the strength, i will try 
to reinvent life through words, it is the end of 
the century, the city is my body, it’s time to pull 
the mask from the harlequin’s face and let the 
war begin." (p. 9) 

Legend of the 
Great Dismal Maroons 

By Lev Chernyi 

Legend of the Great Dismal Maroons by James 
Koehnline (Panic Publishing, POB 1696, Skokie, IL. 
60076-8696,1989) 40pp. pamphlet 

In Legend of the Great Dismal Maroons 
James Koehnline has done a fine job of pre¬ 
senting a brief story/chronology of the es¬ 
caped slaves and deserting colonists who 
operated from the area of the Great Dismal 
Swamp on the east coast of North America. 
Beautifully illustrated with plentiful collages, 
this small pamphlet is well worth a look for 
anyone, whether or not you’re already familiar 
with the histories of the maroons and the Tribe 
of Ishmael in the "New World." 



Surviving in Prison 


Reviewed by Toni Otter 


Surviving in Prison by Harold S. Long (Loompanics 
Unlimited, P.O. Box 1197, Port Townsend, WA 98368, 
1990) 122pp. $14.95 paper. 

L oompanics introduces this book on 
the back cover, in part, as follows: 
"Harold S. Long has written a disturbing and 
deeply moving account of prison life. Long has 
been behind bars for 10 years. He describes 
how prisons are run: the penal code and the 
cellblock code. He takes you out to the yard 
and into the hole. He explains the complete 
failure of most rehabilitative programs. And he 
reveals what it’s like surviving the isolation, hu¬ 
miliation and brutality of prison." 

I’ve never been to jail or prison, so I may not 
be the best critic of Long’s book. I hope in the 
future Anarchy can run a review of Long’s book 
by a prison inmate or veteran. I found Long’s 
book informative and since anti-authoritarians 
are apt to find themselves in prison qyicker 
than you can say Sacco and Vanzetti, I’d 
recommend it. As always, I have reservations. 

Long manages to drag god into the final 
pages of his book. (p. 121) This reference to the 
great warden in the sky may inspire some, but 
I have this thing about wardens, as I’m sure 
Long can understand. The book is short on 
analysis, but then the topic is surviving in 
prison, not the abolition of prisons. However, 
since there is little social analysis, readers may 
misunderstand such comments as: "You're at 
the bottom of the barrel. You've fucked your life 
up so badly..."( p.121) Yes, we must take re¬ 
sponsibility for our actions, and Long has 
witnessed much cruelty and self-defeating 
behavior among prisoners. But even if people 
were kinder and gentler than at present, a 


certain percentage would be defined as crimi¬ 
nal, savage, or demonic in this system since 
the rich and powerful could not be so without 
slaves—on the job, in the military, behind 
bars—to ensure themselves cheap labor and a 
pyramid scheme atop which to enthrone them¬ 
selves. Long, with good intentions, exhorts 
prisoners to remember that god made us all 
and that self-motivation is important, but this 
will not necessarily move inmates or change 
the structures which criminalize the poor and 
reward the rich for the same behaviors ex¬ 
pressed in different ways. But I’ll grant Long 
that until individuals decide to do so, certain 
social structures will not be abolished, and his 
desire for inmates to use their time behind the 
walls wisely is well-taken. 

"Never allow yourself to become intimately 
involved with homosexuals. Your playing the 
part of the male and the homosexual playing 
the part of the female leaves no distinction 
between you once you have consummated a 
sexual act together. Look the word up in the 
dictionary if you want this clarified any 
further." ( pp. 120-21) 

Are we goingtoendthe ruleofwardens and 
guards over prisoners only to perpetuate the 
hierarchy of heterosexual males over women 
and gays? 

If Surviving in Prison helps one person 
endure penal hell, or motivates anyone to tear 
down the walls, it will have served its purpose. 
Thanks to Harold Long for taking the time to 
pose the question, "Who will speak for the 
prisoner?"(p.107) He has spoken for himself 
and I hope people are listening. (Available from 
Loompanics & Left Bank Distribution) 
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Running Amok in L.A. 

By Lev Chernyi 

Amok Fourth Dispatch from Amok Books (POB 
861867, Los Angeles, CA. 90086-1867) 376pp. $8.95 
paper. 

This new edition of Amok Books’ Fourth 
Dispatch catalog has grown quite a bit from 
the previous Third Dispatch. With nearly 4,000 
book titles listed (according to the publisher, I 
didn’t count ’em!), this has to be one of the, if 
not the, most fascinating book catalogs 
around. The guiding philosophy behind the 
selections appears to be extremist, deviant and 
fringe culture for extremist, deviant and fringe 
culture's sake. 

The book is divided into 15 sections, from 
"Control” to "Nietzsche"—with "Exotica," "Neuro- 
politics” and "Tactics" among others between. 
As with any collection this ambitious and large, 
there are a whole lot of throwaway titles listed, 
but unlike most such collections there are just 
as many good, solid books. Anarchist titles are 
spottily—butstillsubstantially—representedwith 
the likes of John Zerzan’s Elements of Refusal 
and Bakunin’s God and the State along with 
plenty of books by Noam Chomsky and Peter 
Kropotkin. Also probably of special interest to 
many Anarchy readers will be some essential 
titles from the Situationist International, Jean 
Baudrillard, Wilhelm Fteich, Andr6 Bretoh, 
Michel Foucault, Angela Carter and others. Be¬ 
yond this be prepared for the catalog publish¬ 
ers’ obsessive interest in mayhem, torture, 
autopsies and death. 

If you’re living in a place without any good 
bookstores or libraries nearby (most of the 
continent, unfortunately), this catalog is highly 
recommended. For example, you won’t be 
likely to find many of these titles in Ames, Iowa 
or Grants Pass, Oregon. If I were living in Los 
Angeles I’d certainly visit the bookstore itself at 
1067 N. Hyperion Ave. (behind 3900 Sunset 
Blvd.). However, those living in bookstore 
capitols like New York or San Francisco proba¬ 
bly don’t need this catalog as much as the rest 
of the country, unless they’re hopelessly ad¬ 
dicted to mailorder browsing. (Available from 
Amok Books and from Left Bank Distribution) 


CA.L. Books! 


Ordering information: These are some 
of the major titles we stock. All are 
available postpaid from CA.L., POB 
1446, Columbia, MO. 65205-1446. Send 
cash, check or money order in U.S. 
currency (or equivalent amount in British, 
Canadian, or French paper currency—no 
checks or money orders in foreign 
currencies, please). Make your checks to 
CA.L. only. 

Begin at Start by Su Negrin 

"Some thoughts on personal liberation and 
world change: Begin at survival. Begin with our 
own unfreedom. Begin in our own daily lives. The 
personal is political because a change in the 
intimate power relationships of our everyday lives 
is necessary for a free world. The political is 
personal because we need the power fo determine 
our own lives." 173pp./$7.00 

Sociriy of the Spectacle by Guy Debord 

"In societies where modern conditions of 
production prevail all of life presents itself as an 
immense accumulation of spectacles. Everything 
that was directly lived has moved away into a 
representation." (From the text) Along with The 
Revolution of Everyday Life, this is one of the 
two major texts to come out of the Situationist 
International. No one can claim to understand 
modern history who has not grappled with the 
central thesis of this book. 22l1/$3.60 

Quiet Rumours: An Anarcha-Feminist Anthology 

Along with Voltarine de Cleyre's essay, "The 
Making of an Anarchist," the collection includes 
writings by anarchist feminists from the early 
1970s which "illustrate the clear parallels existing 
between feminist practice-non-hierarchical, anti¬ 
authoritarian and decentralist-and the theories of 
anarchism." (From the jacket) 72pp./$5.00 

The Anarchist Way to Socialism by Marie 
Fleming 

A study of the life and influence ot the impor¬ 
tant French anarchist and geographer Elis6e 
Reclus. 299pp./$8.00 hardcover [limited supply] 
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600 titles from over 70 publishers world- 
m us automatically receive our catalogs. 

■ cash for our new Spring catalog. 


4141 Brooklyn NE Seattle, WA 98105 (206)632-5870 


Left Bank Distribution carries over 6 1 _ 

wide. AW those ordering books from us automatically 
Others please send $1.00 stamps or cash for our new 

All orders should be sent to: LEFT BANK DISTRIBUTION, 4142-Brooklyn NE, Seattle, 
WA 98105. For phone orders, we are open 10-9 M-Sat, noon-5 Sun. (206) 632-5870. 

Please include our title codes when ordering. Individuals, add 1.50 postage 
handling for 1st item, .25 each additonal item. We accept Visa/MC & phone 
orders. Bookstores: all titles are available on a wholesale basis to the trade. 
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My Sister and I 

Reviewed by Toni Otter 

My Sister and I by Friedrich Nietzsche (Amok Books, 
POB 861867, Terminal Annex, Los Angeles, CA_ 90086- 
1867, 1990) 255pp. $ 9.95 paper. 

D id Nietzsche really write My Sister and 
/, and is it his last work? Was Nietzsche 
an ascetic who may have contracted syphilis 
while ministering to soldiers? Or did he have a 
longstanding sexual relationship with his sister, 
and has academe sanitized Nietzsche to fit 
bourgeois expectations? 

Scholars are divided on the book’s authen¬ 
ticity and Nietzsche's sexual life. Walter Kauf- 
mann, for example, feels the book is a fake 
and that Nietzsche was hopelessly insane at 
the time the book was supposedly written. 
Walter Stewart, however, makes an excellent 
counter-case. The introduction to My Sister and 
I is replete with opinions from those involved in 
analysis or publication of the book. Debate 
concerning authorship of the book and its 
various juicy revelations is lively, yet clouded 
by the fact that the original German manu¬ 
script is lost. Did Nietzsche really manage to 
smuggle his writings out of the asylum? And 
concerning his sister Elisabeth, did they or 
didn’t they? 

Amok has an amazing array of provocative 
titles. I’m not sure why they’ve chosen to 
highlight My Sister and I, since while I appre¬ 
ciate the controversy concerning the book, I 
had difficulty staying awake throughout the 
main text. When I wasn’t nodding, I was pe¬ 
riodically nauseated by profundity like the 
following: "Every woman is a harlot at heart....lf 
I ever break out of my paralysis I shall begin life 
again by leaving the riddle of the Sphinx to eu¬ 
nuchs and philosophers and becoming a 
second-story man. Then when I surprise a 
semi-naked beauty in her boudoir I shall put my 
knife to her throat and let her make her great 
Decision. Like Stendhal's Lamiet she will be de¬ 
lighted by my bestiality, my unmasked energy 
which meets the furious drive of her own female 
nature." (p. 73) 

And then there were other gems to ponder: 
The free groups of classic times were only 


possible when the property foundations of 
society were not threatened by Anarchists and 
Socialists who seek to destroy the pathos of 
distance between masters and slaves and 
pound our hierarchic society into an amor¬ 
phous, shapeless mob." (p. 210) 

My Sister and I may offer stimulation for 
Nietzsche scholars and devotees. I stumbled 
through page after page after eternally recur¬ 
rent page and was just glad when it was over. 

This reviewer obviously was not inspired by 
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the book. Others, however, have been. A.K. 
Placzek wrote, ‘If - as the publisher clearly 
believes - this is a genuine Nietzsche work it 
must rank as one of the greatest literary discov¬ 
eries of the twentieth century; if all concerned, 
including Dr. Levy, have been deceived, it is the 
most skillful artistic-hoax since the Van Mee- 
geren Vermeers." (p. xix, Introduction) 

If Nietzsche and the controversy surrounding 
this book interest you, My Sister and I may be 
a welcome addition to your reading list. 



Above left: Eric Gill’s ’’Eve." Top right: 
Frans Masereel's "Rideaux Fleuris." Bottom 
right: Felix Valloton's "La Paresse." 
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The Greatest Challenge 
Dumping all gurus? 

By Lev Chernyi 

The Greatest Challenge: The Golden Future by 
Bbagwan Shree Rajneesh (Rebel Publishing, Cologne, 
Germany, 1988) 100pp. paper. 

Bhagwan Ftajneesh is probably best known 
in the U.S. for being run out of his Oregon 
commune and out of the country a few years 
ago, as well as for his huge collection of Rolls 
Royces. For some reason some of his "follow¬ 
ers" (they deny such a relationship) believe 
, that his teachings are relevant to the North 
American anarchist movement. At least they 
continue to periodically send us letters, arti¬ 
cles, magazines and now this book. However, 
after reading the material it's never been very 
apparent what Rajneesh has to say that makes 
all that much sense for anti-authoritarians. 

In The Greatest Challenge, Rajneesh calls for 
such "liberating” reforms as “one world govern¬ 
ment" and government through "meritocracy" 
with "power in the hands of the intelligentsia"! 
, He thinks it makes sense that anyone without 
a high school education, for instance, should- 
1 n't even be allowed to vote, much less run for 


any political office. A master’s degree would 
suffice to run for mayor, while governors would 
need Ph.Ds, and the president at least two 
Ph.Ds. Those without bachelor’s degrees 
couldn't vote for state offices, while those 
without master's degrees couldn’t vote in 
federal elections. “In this way mobocracy is 
destroyed," he says! In another chapter he 
gives us the choice between "death and medi¬ 
tation," since without meditation, "within twelve 
years politicians will bring you to the brink of 
death." (I don’t know where he’s been, since 
most politicians have been making careers of 
"bringing people to the brink of death" and 
beyond that brink for as long as they’ve exist¬ 
ed!) While in a further chapter he pronounces 
that “Birth control should be an absolute, with 
medical boards to decide how many new 
people we need every year." Births should be 
genetically engineered “so there can be a 
scientific combination of the best sperm and 
egg." Virtually every chapter includes examples 
of these same types of authoritarian guru- 
drivel. I can’t really imagine that there are 
people who can read his books and still con¬ 
sider Ftajneesh anything more than a cult nut, 
unless they're already nuts in his cult. And I 
certainly couldn't recommend that anyone 
waste any time reading his blathering. 
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Bisexuality 

Reviewed by Toni Otter 

Bisexuality:A Reader and Source book ed. by Thomas 
Geller (Times Change Press: Box 1380, Ojai, CA 93023, 
1990) 186 pp. $ 10.95 paper. 

"I don't sleep with men for acceptance from 
male society nor do I sleep with women as a 
part of a rebellion from that society. For me, 
desire cannot be determined by politics." (p.29) 

T homas Geller writes that he has four 
goals in compiling Bisexuality. 

"(1) to demystify a subject that is usually only 
seen in the most sensational of lights (‘Man, 
37, divorces wife—and marries her brother!' 
reads one headline), (2) to make sexuality 
seem less scary and therefore help people deal 
with their own sexuality by showing that ifs 
really not that big a deal, (3) to put readers in 
touch with resources by providing the listings 
found in the last part of this book, and (4) to 
offer glimpses into the vast and fascinating 
subject of sexual behavior." (p.3) I think Geller 
succeeds in his aims, and whether one is 
specifically interested in bisexuality or sexuality 
in general, this book is enjoyable and informa¬ 
tive. 

The second half of the book is a catalog on 
bisexuality. The bibliography is 26 pages. 
There is a descriptive directory of "Bisexual 
Special-Interest Groups" focussed mainly on 
the USA and Canada, but including Europe 
and New Zealand as well. There is a descrip¬ 
tive listing of periodicals on bisexuality. For 
cinema and theater fans there is "A Brief listing 
of Films and Plays From Around the Globe 
Dealing with Bisexuality.' Lots of well-presented 
information! 

The first half of Bisexuality discusses the 
topic from various personal, political, and 
scholarly perspectives. Most of the articles in 
this collection explicitly or implicitly favor the 
view that ‘environment and personal choices 
are the determining factors of sexuality" (p.82), 
though one article is included which holds that 
sexuality is biologically, prenatally determined. 
Some writers share very personal comments 
on their own bisexuality. There is considerable 
discussion about the rejection bisexuals may 
face from heterosexuals who may see bis as 
lesbian/gay, and from gay/lesbians who may 
see bis as straight. But as one bisexual re 
marks, "I'm simply trying to live a both/and life 
in an either/or world." (p.8) Stated another 
way, this sentiment affirms that sexuality 
"...cannot be reduced to a bipolar or even 
tripolar process, but must be recognized within 
a dynamic and multivariate framework." (p.64) 
Many of the writers in the book’s first half are 
committed to lesbian and gay movements, 
and discuss how they see bisexual freedom 
promoting the liberation of human sexuality in 
general, and bi, lesbian, and gay sexuality in 
particular. 

"If sexuality is a display of love, affection, 
desire, and caring...then I don't think I should 
be forced to direct these emotions only toward 
one sex." (p.31) Seems passionately reason¬ 
able to me. Here’s hoping Geller's book is 
much read, and that it’s one more resource on 
the many roads toward anarchy. (Available from 
Left Bank Distribution) 


White Boy, 
back for more 

By Lev Chernyi 

Suck My Cock, While Boyt by Paul Weinman (Drew 
Blood Press Ltd., 3410 First St, Riverside, CA 92501: 
Summer, 1990) 24pp. $2.00 pamphlet 

This pamphlet of poetry opens with a repro¬ 
duction of a racist diatribe from “A Proud Aryan 
Woman” attacking the author for his "White 
Boy" poems. White Boy is Paul Weinman’s 
poetic antagonist—a stereotypically naive, 
idealistic white kid who's perpetually getting 
himself into situations over his head in one 
way or another. The poems in Suck My Cock, 
White Boy! are sometimes witty, sometimes 
iconoclastic, and in the end get to be repeti 
tious. Weinman’s poems are published here 
and there on a fairly frequent basis in the 
alternative press, but if you haven’t encoun¬ 
tered them yet, you might want to check this 
pamphlet out. 
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Government Is Violence 


Reviewed by Toni Otter 


Government Is Violence: Essays on Anarchism and 
Pacifism by Leo Tolstoy, ed. by David Stephens 
(Phoenix Press: London, 1990) 182pp. £5.00/$13.50 
paper. 

||^^ — he aim, therefore, of this collec- 
H tion," writes David Stephens, “is 
H to present in one volume the 
most important of Tolstoy’s writings on 
anarchism and revolution...." This book, 
especially now with the war in the Gulf, has as 
much to say as its contents did 100 years ago, 
since Tolstoy is most eloquent when describ¬ 
ing the State’s role in fomenting endless 
armed conflicts. Those interested in exploring 
whatever relationship may exist between 
radical Christianity and anarchy may be at¬ 
tracted to this volume. I had difficulty with 
Tolstoy’s periodic invocation of Jesus. Never¬ 
theless, if one can overlook Tolstoy’s moralism 
and backdoor entrance of Christ's authority (no 
simple task, I admit), one can appreciate that 
the Christian Tolstoy was more consistently 
anti-authoritarian than most people one meets. 
The key to Tolstoy’s brand of resistance is 
simple yet comprehensive. It is the refusal to 
obey. 

I leave aside the whole debate whether 
Tolstoy was an anarchist, or whether "Christian 
anarchist" is a contradiction in terms. David 
Stephens discusses some of this in the intro¬ 
duction. 

Tolstoy offers various trenchant critiques of 
statism (including socialism), militarism, and 
patriotism. He also had a critical view of tech¬ 
nology and civilization. Concerning the latter 
he writes in 1905: 

"We look upon the Egyptian pyramids and are 
horrified by the cruelty and insanity of those 
who ordered their erection....But how much 
more cruel and insane are those than the thirty- 
six story houses which men of our time erect in 



cities and are proud of." (p.43) 

Regarding technology, Tolstoy writes in 
1900: 

'Electric lights and telephones and exhibi¬ 
tions are excellent, and so are all the...con¬ 
certs...and motor-cars, but may they all go to 
perdition, and not they alone but the railways 
and all the factory-made chintz-stuffs and cloths 
in the world, if to produce them it is necessary 
that ninety-nine per cent of the people should 
remain in slavery, and perish by thousands in 
factories needed for the production of these 
articles.' (p. 128) 

Tolstoy's radical Christianity is anti-classist, 
decentralist, critical of division of labor, and 
offers government no hiding place. He perhaps 
had some of the same discussions with con¬ 
temporaries as anti-authoritarians do today, as 
indicated in the following: 

"The cause of the miserable condition of the 
workers is slavery. The cause of slavery is 
legislation. Legislation rests on organized 
violence." 

‘it follows that an improvement in the condi¬ 
tion of people is possible only through the 
abolition of organized violence.' 

"But organized violence is Government, and 
how can we live without Governments? Without 
Governments there will be chaos, anarchy; all 
the achievements of civilization will perish and 
people will revert to their primitive barbarism." 

‘it is usual, not only for those to whom the 
existing order is profitable, but even for those to 
whom it is evidently unprofitable, but who are 
so accustomed to it that they cannot imagine 
life without governmental violence, to say we 
must not dare touch the existing order of 
things. The destruction of Government will, they 
say, produce the greatest misfortune, riot, theft 
and murder, till finally the worst men will again 
seize power and enslave all the good people. 

Continued on NAAR p.8 



Profane Existence isa monthly maga¬ 
zine documenting the anarchist/punk 
internationalcultureofresistance. Each 
issue includes an up-to-date Echome- 
dia News section pulling together 
counter-information on our culture, 
documentation of squat resistance, 
political prisoners, human and animal 
liberation, alternative health care, and, 
of course, the music and creativity that 
makes our culture so unique. We also 
give quite a bit of space for networking 
within our movement and print a sec¬ 
tion on international AYF activities. 
Another effort of the Profane Existence 
Collective has been releasing records 
and cassettes by anarchist and anti-au¬ 
thoritarian bands (punk rock, eh?) in an 
effort to further spread the movement 
of free thought and to save our asses 
and our wretched planet. 

For a sample copy of our magazine 
send $1.50 ($2 Europe/S. America $3 
AustraliAsia) to: y 


PROFANE EXISTENCE 


P.0. BOX 8722-MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408-U.S.A. 

You don't even need a purple mohawk to like it! 
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Anarcho-syndicalism in Argentina 

Reviewed by Toni Otter 


DISTRIBUTION 

AYF Distribution is a non-profit mail¬ 
order distribution service run by volunteers 
in the aim of spreading anarchist and anti¬ 
authoritarian ideals amongst young people. 
At any given time we stock between 150- 
200 titles of periodicals, pamphlets, books, 
records, cassettes and compact discs avail¬ 
able and we publish a new catalog each 
month. This is just one of the activities of 
the Minneapolis affiliate of the Anarchist 
Youth Federation (AYF). 

The AY F i s an organization of concerned 
young people who are dedicated to building 
a better future for ourselves and future gen¬ 
erations. We base our activities around the 
the goals of education, communication and 
liberation. In North America there are sev¬ 
eral dozen active A.Y.F. chapters all across 
the continent, organizing autonomously on 
a local level. 

Fora copy of our latest mail-order catalog 
or more information on the AYF please send 
a few stamps or IRC's to: 

MINNEAPOLIS A.Y.F. 
P.O. BOX 8585 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
U.S.A. 


Revolutionary Unionism in Latin America: The FORA 
in Argentina by P. Yerrill and L. Rosser (ASP, BM 
Hurricane, London WC1N 3XX, England, 1987) 48 pp. 
£1.50 paper. 

T his booklet is an interesting, English- 
language history of the^narchist labor 
movement in Argentina from the late 
1800s to present, with emphasis on the 
FORA (Federacion Obrera Regional Ar¬ 
gentina), founded in 1901. It is a short 
chronicle of the people, strikes, events, and 
publications which influenced the development 
of anarcho-syndicalism in Argentina. Following 
the main text there is a bibliography which 
may prove useful to readers wanting to know 
more about the Argentinian anarchist move¬ 
ment. 

I offer the following as an example of the 
booklet’s style and content: 

'Meanwhile in Rosario on 20th November 
1904 the shop assistants came out on strike for 
an eight-hour day and better working condi¬ 
tions. When the windows of shops belonging to 
employers involved in the dispute were broken 
by persons unknown, a bill was sent for the 
damage to the local office of the FORA by the 
city police chief. Of course the FORA refused to 
pay the bill, four local activists were arrested; 
the strike turned into a general strike thanks to 
the police. During the clashes that followed a 
young baker was murdered by the police. The 
FOFIA made arrangements for his funeral and 


extended the general strike for another two 
days. Fearing more confrontation with the 
strikers the police stole the body of the young 
comrade from the mortuary and secretly buried 
him. When the FOFIA found out what had hap¬ 
pened around 300 comrades gathered at the 
local offices and marched forward to find the 
body. They were soon attacked by the police 
and armed vigilantes shot dead two workers 
and a ten year old boy. Over one hundred 
others were wounded. When the news reached 
Buenos Aires of the attempted massacre a 
general strike was called by both the FORA and 
UGT. The government fearing a popular upris 
ing called out 5,000 troops and the navy war 
ships in the harbour turned their guns towards 
the city. The cities of Cordoba, Mendoza and 
the district of Santa Fe were all paralysed by 
the strike. The State backed off and allowed 
matters to cool off for awhile. Throughout the 
year 1904 there were 188 strikes. New methods 
were now being employed to break the power 
of the FOFIA.’ 

ASP, by the way, offers a number of publica 
tions in their catalog, including Albert Meltzer’s 
Anarchism: Arguments For and Against, and 
Stuart Christie’s Stefano Delle Chiaie: Portrait 
of a Black Terrorist (that's black as in fascist, 
not black as in skin color or anarchist). 

(Note: If any readers would like to receive copies of 
anarchist Spanish-language newspapers (we even have a 
few from Argentina), send a donation to cover postage to 
CAL, POB 1446, Columbia, MO. 65205-1446, USA.) 
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Discover the world of anarchy. There will never be any final answers to 
the question of how we can create a genuinely free and satisfying social 
world, but we’d like to search the limits of radical theory & practice with you. 

Anarchy is a journal of desire armedl Neither left nor right, we’re just uncom¬ 
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Anarchy #1 (4pp., photocopy 
only) [Jan. I960] Contents include 
’Pigs will be pigs," and a short 
story, ’Ausma,"by Badguy. 

Anarchy #2 (4pp., photocopy 
only) [March I960] Contents in¬ 
clude 'Drifting toward World War III" 
by Sea @. 

Anarchy #6 (12pp., tabloid) [Aug. 
1985 ] Contents include a story by 
William Cottrell titled 'Mother Love," 
a section on 'Native American 
News" and 'Star Wars=1st strike; 
U.S. plans Death Star." 

Anarchy #7 (12pp., tabloid) [Sept. 

1985] Contents include 'South 
Africa; the resistance continues," 
'Pornography & female sexuality" 
by Diane Dekay, 'Eros denied: a 
culture against untouchables" by 
Julian Noa, and In defense of 
Young Lust" by Jay Kinney. 

Anarchy #8 (12pp„ tabloid) [Oct 
1 /Nov. 1985] Contents include "Ju¬ 
lian Beck; a memory" by Badguy, 
'The daily battle” by Freddie Baer 
and 'The abolition of work" by Bob 
Black. 

Anarchy #9 (12pp., tabloid) [Dec. 
'85/Jan 86/Contents include a tale 
by Gerry Reith titled 'Foreign Poli¬ 
cy," 'Cooperation is anarchy" (a 
discussion), and The Plague (Cen¬ 
tral America)" by Julian Noa. 

Anarchy #10 (12pp„ tabloid) [Feb. 
/March 1986] Contents include the 
first installment of 'The Papalagi by 
Tuiavii of Tiavea," and the 1985/86 
revision of As we see it! 

Anarchy #11 (12pp„ tabloid) [April 

1986] Contents include "A history 
of the Anarchist Black Cross," part 
2 of 'The Papalagi," and Gerry 
Reith b story 'Winning hearts and 
minds." 

Anarchy #12 (12pp„ tabloid) 
[Summer 1986] Contents includes 
report on the 'Haymarket 86 anar¬ 
chist gathering," part 3 of 'The 
Papalagi," 'Let us prey! Smash the 
state!” by Bob Black, and 'Notes 
on playing for keeps" by Alf 
Sprack, plus an insert of the 12- 
page Summer 86 issue of The 
Gentle Anarchist. 

Anarchy #13 [Weekly World An¬ 
archy issue] (20pp., tabloid) [Fall/ 
Winter 1986] Contents include part 
4 of 'The Papalagi,"The bioregion- 
al vision—far-sighted or myopic?" 
by LevChemyi, 'Theses on libertar¬ 
ian municipalism "by Murray Book- 
chin, and 'Reagan b drug war" by 
Kurt Nimmo. 

Anarchy #14 (28pp., tabloid) 
[Summer 1987] Contents include 
'Anarchy in Greece, “ part 5 of 'The 
Papalagi, "'Vagaries ofnegation''by 
John Zerzan, and Intervention in 
Vietnam and Central America: Par¬ 
allels and differences" by Noam 
Chomsky. 

Anarchy #15 (32pp..tabloid) [Win¬ 
ter 1988] Contents include 'Prop¬ 
ping up the cities; a review of Mur¬ 
ray Bookchin b The Rise of Urban¬ 
ization and the Decline of Citizen 
ship" by John Zerzan, part 6 of 
"The Papalagi, "The realization and 
suppression of religion" by Ken 
Knabb, "Anarchy & religion; a dia- 
k>gue"(including contributions from 
Fred Woodworth, Jay Kinney, and 
Lev Chernyi). 

Anarchy #16 (32pp., tabloid) 
[Summer 1988] Contents include 
'Native American guerrillas in Co¬ 
lombia," 'Rabl Flousers protest in 
Minneapolis, "part 7 of "The Papala¬ 
gi," 'A note on biocentrism "by Lev 
Chernyi, 'Realizing desire" by New 
Rage, 'A boring night out, circa 
1975" by Lev Chernyi, 'My life in 
the pom biz" by Holly, 'Pornog¬ 
raphy and pleasure "by Paula Web¬ 
ster, and "Anarchy & religion—the 
dialogue continues." 

Anarchy #17 (32pp., 10WX14W 
/stitched) [FaH/Winter 1988/89] 
Contents include 'Stumps Suck! on 


the Okanogan" by Mikal Jakubal, 
'Chaos and anarchy" by Kansas 
Slim, part 8 of 'The Papalagi” The 
point of no return for every body" (a 
review of John Zerzan b Elements 
of Refusal and John Zerzan & Alice 
Carnes ’ Questioning Technology) 
by Lev Chernyi, 'Who killed Ned 
Ludd?" by John Zerzan, The free¬ 
dom of biocentrism: a poem" by 
Lone Wolf Circles, 'If nature abhors 
ideologies...biocentrism is no ex¬ 
ception" by Lev Chernyi, 'Anarchy 
& religion—the dialogue continues" 
(including 'The quest for the spiri¬ 
tual" by Feral Faun), and the first 
installment of 'The nihilist b dictio¬ 
nary" by John Zerzan. 

Anarchy #18 (32pp„ 10'/ 2 'X14'/ 2 " 
/stitched) [March/April 1989] Con¬ 
tents include a ’Report on the Oct. 
17th Pentagon action" by Paul 
Simons, reviews of Jeremy Rifkin b 
Time Wars, Ward Churchill and Jim 
Vander Wallb Agents of Repres¬ 
sion, and Kent Winslow b Dream 
World, 'Current controversies con¬ 
cerning the annual continental 
anarchist gatherings" by Lev 
Chernyi, part 9 of The Papalagi," 
an excerpt from 'Bigger cages, 
longer chains" by Spectacular 
Times, “An introduction to critical 
theory" by Lev Chernyi, two reac¬ 
tions to the Toronto anarchist ga¬ 
thering b 'Day of Action," a con¬ 
tinuing discussion of 'Biocentrism 
vs. the critique of ideology'' be¬ 
tween Feral Faun, Lone Wolf Cir¬ 
cles, and Lev Chernyi, a continuing 
discussion on anarchy and religion, 
and many columns. 

Anarchy #19 (32pp., 10'/ 2 'X14’/ 2 " 
/stitched) [May-Jufy 1989] Contents 
include a ’Report on the April 
N.O.W. March in D.C." by Melen 
Lunn, ’The Economic Movement 
and the Polish opposition" by John 
Barrett, 'Taking the low road to 
High Weirdness, " a review by Bob 
Black, "The Korean anarchists," a 
review by Toni Otter, part 10 of 
'The Papalagi,"'Pedophilia; Views 
from the other side"—including 1 
was fifteen, she was forty-three" by 
Chris Bearchell & 'Girl Love" 
(anonymous), 'Liberating sexuali¬ 
ty "-reviews of Richard Walters’ 
Sexual Friendshipanl Will McBride 
& Helga Fleischhauer-Hardt b Shorn 
Me! by Lev Chernyi, 'Sexuality and 
the mystique of innocence" by 
Laure A., 'Save the children" by 
Richard Walters, 'Biocentrism: 
ideology against nature" by Mikal 
Jakubal, 'Beyond Earth First!" by 
Feral Faun, and many columns. 

Anarchy #20/21 Double issue 
(48pp., 10'/ 2 'X14'/ 2 ystrtched) [Aug- 
October 1989] Contents include 
'Clean, sober & obedient; Behind 
the anti-drug witch-hunt" by Jack 
Straw, 'On Afghanistan" by A Trot¬ 
ter, 'People b Park riot in Berkeley; 
What really happened on May 
19th,“ Alison Gross ’ review of Re¬ 
making Love, a review of Errol 
Morris "The Thin Blue Line, “ 'Ven¬ 
ezuela in the streets! Letter from a 
Venezuelan anarchist," 'An open 
letter about the Toronto gathering 
demonstration and demonstrations 
in general" by Feral Faun, the final 
installment of 'The Papalagi" en¬ 
titled The Papalagi want to drag us 
down into their darkness," To have 
done with the economy of love" by 
Feral Faun, 'Whatever happenedto 
the sexual revolution" by Richard 
Walters, 'Monogamy or non-mo¬ 
nogamy? A discussion," a story by 
Laurie Ulster entitled TII Remember 
You," the newly revised version of 
"As we see it!,“Toni Otter b review 
of Erotic by Nature and a reprint of 
Dreaminhawk b story The Pink 
Scarf' from that book, "Jealousy" 
by Isaac Cronin, Kevin Keating b 
story 'The Man in the Box," and 
lots of columns including John 
Zerzan on the 'Feral," and Mikal 
Jakubal b 'Effects without a cause. ” 
[Note: thie issue Is double the 
price of other back Issues] 


Anarchy #22 (32pp., 10'/ 2 'X 

14'/ 2 '/stitched) [Nov./Dec. 89/Con¬ 
tents include 'Without Borders 
1989; Reports on the gathering 
and Day of Action,“the first chapter 
of Raoul Vaneigem b The Revo¬ 
lution of Everyday Life on 'The 
insignificant signified," In search of 
the New Age; The infinite egress of 
you" by Janos Nehek, 'Kid b Sex¬ 
uality "by K@nalratten, In the wake 
of the Exxon Valdez; Work) capital¬ 
ism and global ecocide" by Will 
Guest, columns including 'The slut 
& the virgin" by Ab for Attitude, 
'Whiter now?" by Feral Faun, and 
■On organization"by Interrogations, 
as well as an insert of the first issue 
of North American Anarchist Re¬ 
view. 

Anarchy #23 (36pp„ 10'/ 2 'X14'/ 2 " 
/stitched) [ Jan/Feb. 89/ Contents 
include "An interview with a W. 
Berlin autonomist," 'Seven theses 
on play" by Paul Simons, 'The 
population myth" by Murray Book- 
chin, 'Propaganda American-style" 
by Noam Chomsky, 'Contradictions 
of cocaine capitalism "by Jefferson 
Morley, and Raoul Vaneigem on 
'Humiliation,“as well as our regular 
columns & 12+ pages of letters. 

Anarchy #24 (36pp„ 10'/ 2 'X14'4" 
/stitched) [March-April 90] Con¬ 
tents include "At the Berlin Wall" by 
Laure A., 'Stewart Home b assault 
on coherent theory and practice"- 
—Lev Chernyi b review of The As¬ 
sault on Culture, Hakim Bey b 'Boy¬ 
cott cop culture!," Raoul Vaneigem 
on 'Isolation,'' 'Misinformation and 
manipulation: An anarchist critique 
of the politics of AIDS" by Joe Pea- 
cott, An exchange on "Anarchy and 
the sacred,"Ben Price b 'Talking to 
ourselves," and columns including 
'A b for Attitude," "The Nihilist Dic¬ 
tionary" on 'Progress," and 'The 
Iconoclast b Hammer" by Feral 
Faun, as well as lots of letters. 

Anarchy #25 (36pp„ 10'/ 2 'X14'/ 2 " 
/stitched) [Summer 90] Contents 
include Death of a revolutionary" 
by Max Anger, 'Bonanno & Stasi in 
Italy," "Anarchy in Eastern Europe" 
by Stefan Wray, Raoul Vaneigem 
on 'Suffering," "The mass psycholo¬ 
gy of misery" by John Zerzan, 
'Ecocide on the east side" by Will 
Guest," plus an 8-page insert of the 
North American Anarchist Review 
#2. 

Anarchy #26 (40pp„ 10'/ 2 'X14'/ 2 " 
/stitched) [Fall 90] Contents in¬ 
clude 'What went wrong with the 
anarchist convention" by Eliza, 
'News from Italy'' by Stefan Wray, 
'East-West @ Confemece: Trieste 
Italy" by Laure A. & Stefan Wray, 
'More news from Yugoslavia, Aus¬ 
tria, Germany & Holland "by Stefan 
Wray, Raoul Vaneigem on The 
decline and fall of work," Bob 
Black b 'No future for the work¬ 
place," 'Venderman" by Avid Dark¬ 
ly, 'Take things from work” by bp 
ummfatik, Kevin Keating b fiction 
titled The Good, the Bad, and the 
Angry," B. Ednab 'On resuming a 
language of anarchy: Heidegger b 
Rower" with responses by John 
Zerzan & Lev Chernyi, along with 
columns (including Feral Faun b on 
'The anarchist subculture: A cri¬ 
tique, " & John Zerzan on “Artificial 
intelligence, artificial life'), plus a 4- 
page insert of North American 
Anarchist Review #3. 

Anarchy #27 (36pp„ lO'/j'XU’/i'' 
/stitched) [Winter 90-91] Contents 
include 'Soviet anarcho-syndical¬ 
ism: An interview with a member of 
the KAS," Raoul Vaneigem on De¬ 
compression and the third force,” 
Su Negrin on ''Ageism,” 'Some 
notes on the reproduction of hu¬ 
man capital" by Robert Cooper- 
stein, "As soon as you fe bom they 
make you feel small..." by Wendy 
Ayotte, 'Hearts and minds; The 
failure of sex abuse education" by 
Joel Featherstone, & Schaun Per¬ 
ry b 'Child/adult sex: A continuum!' 
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Ernest Mann & 

the Priceless Economic System 


Review by Neal Keating 


I WAS ROBOT (Utopia Now Possible) by Ernest 
Mann (Little Free Press, Rte. 1, Box 102, Cushing, MN. 
56443,1990) $7.95 paper. 

U topia is a dream that for the most 
part has been dissected and re¬ 
moved from individual conscious 
desire. Replacing it is a penchant for eternal 
sleep: The sleep of the undead. Or in activist 
circles utopia has given way to the particularly 
schizophrenic activity of single-issue move¬ 
ments (ecology, feminism, animal rights, et al), 
in which one can remain awake, but only as an 
impotent pawn. The muffled thud of the falling 
corpses everywhere can only be forgotten 
through a constant and lifelong distraction: call 
it sleep. 

The rationalists and apologists for this sleep 
are numerous. The flow of information around 
this planet is filtered through their very special 
screens which manipulate all information so as 
to remove the bite of the hideous, as well as 
the ecstatic glee of the wondrous, leaving us 
with a watered-down, de-natured, "we have 
some problems, but basically everything is a- 
ok" world-view—both jaded and thoroughly 
dominated. And all the while the shadow of 
oblivion continues to cover the sky. 

Here and there are to be found small groups 
and publications still dreaming of Utopia, still 
exercising what Mumford called, "the will-to- 
Utopia". At times the passional quality of the 
discussions, arguments and play that proceed 
in these is quite joyous to behold, and it is 
always too soon that the shroud of normality 
and routine returns to loom ominously, waiting 
to engulf the individual's desire. 

And so far, where the apologists and ratio¬ 
nalists have failed to convince these small 
groups of their error, they have succeeded in 
explaining their visions to the sleepers with a 
word: insane. 

Either way, the visionary Utopian is con¬ 
demned to exile. How to go on from there? 
And why? One possible answer to these co¬ 
mes from Jack Saunders, quoting Chagall: "an 
artist, a failure, a man must proceed." 

One such utopian who continues to proceed 
is Ernest Mann. He’s been at it for some twen¬ 
ty years, somewhere in Minnesota, churning 
out the Little Free Press Newsletter, and just re¬ 
cently compiling the best of Little Free Press 
into book form, titled / WAS ROBOT (Utopia 
Now Possible). 

At the core of Ernest Mann’s liberatory 
project is the theory (and propagation thereof) 
of what he calls, "The Priceless Economic 
System (PES)." No theory of reform, the PES is 
calculated to replace entirely the Wages/profit 
economy currently dominating the planet, 
through the basic act of removing the price 
tags from everything, including labor, sex, food, 
drugs and rock n roll. Whatever work we do, 
we do for free, and whatever needs we have, 
we fulfill for free. What is lost in the PES is the 
profit motive and the need for money. What is 
gained is a modern gift economy. 

Mann theorizes that by making everything 
for free, thus eliminating profit or surplus 
value, we'll also eliminate all the work that is 
done to create profit. This includes banks, 
insurance companies, governments, most 
corporations, armies, stock brokers, traders, ad 
infinitum. As well, much of the work that is 
done now that is meaningful beyond profit¬ 
making, but that nonetheless is structured 
along those lines, will take on an entirely new 
character in the PES, a character much more 
appealing than the current "do this or starve" 
bottom line. 

When the PES is put into effect, about 75% 
of the current labor force will be freed up (Paul 
Goodman would argue more like 95%) from 
work, these jobs becoming obsolete. Thus, 
there would be little work left, and owing to the 
absence of the relentless need to create a 
profit, what work remains will probably cease 
to be like work at all, but more like play. Gone 
would be the endless humiliation of selling 
yourself, timeclocks and general alienation and 
misery brought on by spending most of your 
life doing something you don’t really care 
about in the least. 

Central to the PES is the idea of abundance 


in our midst. Here Mann quotes heavily from 
Bucky Fuller in suggesting that there are more 
than enough raw materials to provide for a 
sensual, even aristocratic lifestyle for every¬ 
body on earth, but that through a wages/profit 
economy, this abundance has been tunneled 
into a model of scarcity, for the main reason of 
maximizing profits. The flesh that disappears 
off a starving body reappears as an increase in 
a bank account in Switzerland. 

And here is a sticking point: while this 
model of abundance is quite accurate as far as 
food and drink go, it is less so when it comes 
to industrial materials, such as petroleum and 
steel. Then again, the entire industrial revolu¬ 
tion has been a result of the profft/wages 
system, and it is quite likely that much indus¬ 
trial production would cease in the PES. Much 
of the petroleum burned today is burned for 
the purposes of profit, e.g., commuting, war. 
The nature of production itself would be 
changed utterly in the PES. Industrialism is no 
exception. 

The calls and feral yowls that have gone up 
in favor of utterly destroying both industrialism 
and its social order are probably the wisest. 
Nevertheless, industrialism is firmly entrenched 
in the world. People want their computers. 
They want many of the things that would not 
otherwise be available in a paleolithic world. 
Mann argues that the flow of goods and servic¬ 
es need not collapse with the abolition of the 
profit/wages system, and in fact would be¬ 
come more dynamic and more interesting, the 
reason being that R&D would no longer be 
restrained by the requirements of military and 
governmental commodity restrictions, but 
instead could proceed along lines of much 
wider inquiries. 

Inevitably the question arises; if there is no 
profit motive, then what motive would there 
be—for anything? Certainly money is an inter¬ 


national language. In a way it unites everyone. 
Unfortunately it seems to unite most people in 
an endless collective misery more than it does 
unite them in the realization of their desires. 
Randian objectivists will go so far as to say 
that the profit motive is the only truly sacred 
focus for a liberated gaze. I’m sure there are 
plenty of folks who would agree, especially 
them what have. More reasonable (thus wimp- 
ier) skeptics have expressed the doubt that the 
flow of things and communication would not 
cease with PES. Without profit—without money; 
what will keep it all going? Depending on your 
reading of Mann, the flow will get better with 
the PES because (1) people are basically 
good, and will want to do good things if given 
the chance, or (2) people are inherently selfish 
and greedy, and will quickly grasp that a 
society where everything is given away is in 
their own best self-interest, both socially and 
materially. Thus will they play in the game of 
world-flow. 

It is understandable that we who have lived 
our lives entirely within the context of the 
wages/profit system would have difficulty in 
perceiving the PES in any kind of actual set¬ 
ting. It doesn't seem possible. It is as if such 
an idea is outside the realm of our knowledge. 
That’s why it’s called Utopia, literally, "no¬ 
where". But it could be "now here". All it takes 
is a shift. 

Mann maintains that making this particular 
Utopia possible is a straightforward act: we 
discuss the PES, spread the discussion all 
over, and when we’ve discussed it enough, 
with a sufficient number of people, we then set 
a date for the change-over and begin. 
Throughout his book, Mann stresses the auton¬ 
omous individual acting to bring the change¬ 
over about, and not some vanguard group. His 
take on the situation is that the sleepers will go 
in whatever direction they’re pointed towards, 
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even if that direction might disturb their sleep 
after a few steps. 

As for practical initial baby-steps, Mann 
suggests setting up a free box in your home, 
in which you place useful things you no longer 
want, and invite friends to take from it. Or else 
let people know you have such and such skills, 
and invite them to avail themselves of your 
talents, perhaps compiling a network of such 
folx, and then let it spread outwards. 

For Mann, the direct democracy he calls for 
is anti-political, in the sense that the PES will 
dissolve power, as opposed to grabbing it. He 
displays little faith in any political ideology, 
whether it’s anarchism or republicanism, 
socialism or libertarianism. He does his own 
thinking. Quite often he seems naive, if not 
redundant. This is the strongest critique of his 
PES; it’s naive. Yet what it lacks in critical 
analysis of global economics it makes up for in 
the clarity of his expressed desire, a desire 
shared among virtually all of us who are disaf¬ 
fected, alienated, and are otherwise homeless 
on planet Earth. 

What stands out in this particular refusal of 
the totality of this society is that it comes with 
a blueprint attached, flawed though it be, for a 
kind of new amorous world that can be built 
on the ashes of the horror that is today. Maybe 
the bad days will end. 

12 poems 

By Lev Chernyi 

12Poems: Volume /by AlexNuttall (A Nuttall, POB 
5053, Richmond, VA 23220: Jan., 1991) 16pp. $1.00 
postpaid pamphlet 

This self-published pamphlet of 12Poems is 
"the beginning of a chronology of" Alex Nut- 
tail’s "poetic exploration," with these poems 
apparently representing his earliest efforts. It 
includes pieces titled "Moral change," "Statue" 
and "The Daydreamer," most of which attempt 
to give voice to the author’s frustrations and 
alienation. 


Government 
is Violence 

Continued from page 6 

The fact is that...the rule of the wicked and the 
enslavement of the good, is what has hap¬ 
pened, and is happening....' (p. 140) 

In 1900 Tolstoy, a contemporary of Kropot¬ 
kin, wrote the essay "On Anarchy": 

‘The Anarchists are right in everything; in the 
negation of the existing order, and in the asser¬ 
tion that, without Authority, there could not be 
worse violence than that of Authority under 
existing conditions. They are mistaken only in 
thinking that Anarchy can be instituted by a 
[‘violenf-editor] revolution.' (p.68) 

I’d like to put this book into the hands of 
any number of Christians. All in all, Govern¬ 
ment Is Violence is a strong collection of Tol¬ 
stoy's work. I hope the volume receives the 
attention it deserves. (Available from Left Bank 
Distribution) 
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Spring 1991 _ 

international 
anarchist meeting 

Continued from page 18 

Amsterdam in October (Note: this 
meeting was subsequently canceled). A 
handful of people said that they would 
be willing to do work on an Anarchist 
Communication Handbook. However, 
what was not accomplished was setting 
up a way to continue being in contact 
with each other after this meeting. No 
decision was made about a correspon¬ 
dence circle or small newsletter. 

Of course, there was not enough time 
to talk about everything that had been 
proposed as topics of discussion. It was 
asked that the first three—"Social and 
Psychological Aspects of Communica¬ 
tion" (seeing the problem as not just a 
technical one, but also a local one), 
"Critique of Mass Media and Anarchist 
Media," and "Purpose of an Anarchist 
Communication Network"—be subjects 
or themes for people to think about 
more carefully, write about when they 
return home and send what they have 
written back to Berlin so that it can be 
put together with other writings, photo¬ 
copied, and sent back out. "Economics" 
was slighdy considered and only in 
terms of where and how it is possible to 
obtain or use equipment less expensive¬ 
ly, not in terms of how to raise funds. 

Apart from the meeting, there have 
been two interesting letters which are 
worth mentioning. One is from Black 
Chip in Wales and the other from Com- 
munidad del Sur in Uruguay. The edi¬ 
tor of Black Chip said that he "would be 
happy to publish a special issue on 
Black Chip dedicated to anarchist com¬ 
munication and computers. All I need is 
the articles..." and that "Black Chip can 
indeed become a forum for theoretical 
discussion and practical ideas about and 
for anarchist computer networks. In¬ 
deed that was one of the original aims." 
However, he said also that at the mo¬ 
ment the publication rate is about once 
a year and that this is due primarily to 
not having enough material to put in it. 
So it would not be much use as a news¬ 
letter or means of regular exchange, 
unless it comes out more frequently, 
which means more people writing for it. 
He encourages articles to be sent cam¬ 
era-ready or on PC disks. 

Someone from Communidad wrote 
and said that with others from Brazil 
and Chile they are working to create a 
network for Latin America. "There is an 
intention to connect the distinct groups 
in Uruguay, and between Uruguay and 
Argentina some meetings have been 
realized. There are visits and contacts 
with Chile, Brazil, Columbia and Vene¬ 
zuela. An initiative of Chilean com- 
paneros has started us thinking about 
making a network of communication by 
computer for the Southern Cone." 

Now the important question is, what 
happens next? What would be ideal is 
for a small collective to keep the discus¬ 
sions, started in Berlin, alive and ongo¬ 
ing by taking on the task of collection, 
reproduction, and distribution of corre¬ 
spondence, texts and other related 
materials. The reality is that there have 
been two people who made this meet¬ 
ing happen and who, to some extent 
(until others emerge) have the responsi¬ 
bility to keep it going. These two could 
be the beginnings of such a small 
group. But one is returning to the 
States. In Berlin the other half of this 
very small collective of two people 


hopes to purchase a modem within the 
coming weeks and someone here from- 
Libertad (a small anarchist publisher) 
already has one. So it is possible for 
them to continue something through 
electronic mail. But how can it develop 
into something more than only two 
people working together? Well, here 
are a few suggestions: 

-If we only have your postal address 
and not telephone for fax or computer 
(if you have them), then send this infor¬ 
mation. In addition, notes about com¬ 
puter compatibility and which networks 
or BBS you may already have access to. 
Eventually everyone connected with this 
project will have this data, then anyone 
in the "network" can contact anyone 
else, thus reducing dependency on the 
"organizers" as a central collection and 
distribution point. 

It is very probably that you know 
others who are quite capable in the 
field of computers or communications 
who would be very interested in an 
anarchist network. Perhaps you can 
send them a photocopy of this report 
and send us their addresses and tele¬ 
phone numbers. 

-At the meeting some people had 
strong criticisms of computers and 
other aspects of the discussions. It 
could be useful to write down these 
thoughts and imagine how international 
communication could work better. This 
could be an article for Black Chip or 
Alive. 

-An idea for video is that for each 
country a videotape be made using 
short sections from a variety of videos 
to give people in other countries a 
general image or overview by "visual 
communication." Some may have the 
equipment for that. An easy way to give 
more feeling to what happens without 
many words. 

-There is a need to standardize hard¬ 
ware and software in order for compati¬ 
bility and easier communication. We 


propose the IBM standard for hardware 
and propose PC formatted 3.5" disks 
(720KB, 40 tracks), because they are 
better for mailing (not so breakable) 
and have twice as much memory as 
5.25". But we don’t know what would be 
the best standard for the text processor, 
data-base, or-communication (modem) 
software. Any suggestions? 

-There has been a proposal that peo¬ 
ple experiment with making local net¬ 
works and begin to become familiar 
with the process of using computers 
connected to telephones. 

-It is probable that in the coming 
months we’ll be able to continue work¬ 
ing together by electronic mail. Tell us 
if you would like to participate in an 
ongoing discussion using one of the 
available nets, such as the GreenNet. 

-It would be better (more decentral¬ 
ized), if there were a number of "re¬ 
gional coordinators" (for lack of better 
words), people who are doing sort of 
what we are doing now, but on a re¬ 
gional basis. 

-We suggest that the threat of war in 
the Gulf be considered an "event” on 
which to focus our attention, to experi¬ 
ment with our communication struc¬ 
tures by beginning to send analyses and 
news of any active resistance. 

-For those of you who were not at 
the Berlin meeting or who have never 
written to us we need to know how you 
want to be involved with this project 
and what interests you. 

-In future correspondence we ask you 
to send typed letters for photocopying 
and to write in English. It would be 
good if copies of articles for Black Chip 
were also sent to us. We will assume 
that we can circulate amongst others in 
the "network" what you send us unless 
you make it clear not to. Of course, 
contributions and money to help cover 
costs of photocopying and postage is 
urgently necessary and most welcome. 

-A database of addresses of those 


who attended the Berlin meeting is 
available on disk. There is a program 
module on the disk that makes the 
database usable and expandable for 
anyone who has an IBM/DOS comput¬ 
er. The 3.5" disk is available from Ralf 
for 10 DM including postage. After 
receiving it, be careful to check it or let 
it be checked for viruses (using a virus 
scanner program). The database is also 
included as an ASCII file to print out 
on any printer. 

-One place from which to get equip¬ 
ment inexpensively is the Micro Ware¬ 
house, 1690 Oak Street, POB 1590, 
Lakewood, NJ. 08701-1590. Write for a 
free catalog. For example, there is a 
Hayes compatible 2400 baud modem 
card for $99 and a 9600 baud modem/- 
fax card for $600. 


This article was reprinted from Alhe (J.v. Lennepkade 
122, 1053 MT Amsterdam, Netherlands). 


Contacts: 

Stetan and Ralf 
c/o Alive 

J.v. Lennepkade 122 
1053 MT Amsterdam 
Netherlands 


Black Chip 

C.G.H. Services 
Cwm Gwen Hall 
Pencader, Dyfed 
Cymru SA39 9HA 
UK 


ANat/@ Madia Nat/Anarchist Madia 
Natwofk/@Nat/Anarchist Network 

is a loosely self-organized, voluntary & 
international network established to en¬ 
courage and practice mutual aid, inspira¬ 
tion and support in the conception, pro¬ 
duction, realization & distribution of anar¬ 
chist media of all kinds— print, film, 
VIDEO, RADIO, POETICS, MUSIC. COMICS. 
SOUND RECORDINGS, LIBRARIES & DOCU¬ 
MENTATION CENTERS, BOOKSTORES & 

anarchist centers, etc. Any anarchist- 
identified project is welcome to join this 
network by declaring its affiliation (and 
communicating a version of this notice if 
possible). No member of the network has 
any specific obligations to any other 
members beyond its general adherence to 
the spirit of this statement as interpreted 
by that member. 

Send an SASE for a copy of our current list of 
members c/o CAL, POB 1446, Columbia, MO. 
65205. 


Legend of the Great Dismal Maroons 

Continued from previous page 
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of the. anti-war movement 

Considerations of power, responsibility and self-activity 

By Charlatan Stew 




oday many Am ericans are 
opposed to the war in the 
Persian Gulf for a wide variety of rea¬ 
sons. Some at first believed that sanctions 
should be given a real chance to work, and 
now advocate negotiations as most realistic; 
some criticize U.S. government policy in 
that region and elsewhere in the world; and 
some reject the socio-economic order which 
is at the root of such policies. The outpour¬ 
ing of strong feelings and the tense at¬ 
mosphere generated by the crisis make it 
easy to lose sight of some important aspects 
of this war—and all wars—which need to be 
dealt with on a personal and on a social 
level. 

In an attempt to avoid the supposed 
mistakes of the anti-Vietnam War 
movement, almost everyone is anxious to 
proclaim support for the American troops in 
the Middle East. But this well-meaning 
sentiment glosses over an important aspect 
of social reality. It ignores the distinction 
between those people as living beings, as 
fellow human beings, as friends and rela¬ 
tives, and as troops under the orders and 
domination of a militarized, hierarchized 
organization. Governmental and other 
leaders would like us to believe that there is 
no such distinction and that if we criticize 
government policy and the role of the 
troops then we are betraying the men and 
women sent to the Gulf. In this way, those 
in power hope to take advantage of our 
sense of responsibility, concern and sympa¬ 
thy for people in danger, and thereby mute 
our criticisms of official policy. But this 
appeal to guilt is based on false premises. 
Criticizing what the troops are instructed to 
do in the Middle East, what they actually 
do, or the institution of the military itself 
doesn’t mean that we wish to withhold 
support and solidarity from the people sent 
there. 

We have a lot of compassion for those 
who are now in the Middle East to execute 
the government’s war policy. But we feel it 
is necessary to oppose the system which 
works to turn them into killing machines. 
And we urge them to oppose it. Moreover, 
we think it is necessary to identify and 
define the power relationships that enmesh 
us all, so as to begin to go beyond them. 
With this in mind, it is very important to 
face and deal honestly with the fact that 
operating machinery which injures and kills 
is not a neutral job. We cannot condone the 
attitude of just following orders, just doing 
the job. And we are profoundly disturbed by 
the denial of the value of human life and 
suffering implied in likening the tasks of war 
to the activities involved in playing a video 
or football game—as some of those engaged 
in the battle in the Gulf have done. 

Running the machinery, or helping to run 
the machines that kill people, even at a 
distance and indirectly, is still killing. Even, 
and especially if one thinks that these mur¬ 
ders are justified (which we do not) it is 
necessary for people to take responsibility 
for their acts in order to be decently social. 
The attitude that murder is justified if it is 
defined as one’s job is dangerous for rela¬ 
tionships in our society and between the 
world’s peoples. It is dangerous, in fact, for 
all life on Earth. 

The simple assertion of support for the 
troops avoids discussion of the social func¬ 
tion of the military and the militarization of 
society, and consideration of whether such 
hierarchy and domination serve to protect 
us from anything or merely subjugate us and 


others. We must challenge the practice of 
turning people into killing machines at the 
disposal of leaders. We need to recognize 
that the kind of thinking which yields to 
official decisions that bring massive death 
and suffering is a kind of thinking which 
follows from and leads to a normal renunci¬ 
ation of individual initiative and responsi¬ 
bility is to others in everyday life. It enforces 
a passivity and unthinking numbness in the 
face of our multitudinous social problems— 
from poverty and the destruction of our 
cities to the many forms of bigotry and dis¬ 
crimination, from exploitation on the job 
and off to exposure to dangerous and poi¬ 
sonous conditions everywhere, to the brutal¬ 
ization, violence and degradation we all face 
from strangers and those we know. 

Passivity and renunciation of social re¬ 
sponsibility are precisely what political and 
military leaders advocate as most desirable 
and admirable, and as absolutely necessary 
for carrying out their policies and achieving 
their goals. They are profoundly disturbed 
whenever a significant proportion of the 
population challenges their domination and 
threatens to become independently active. 
This is exactly what happened and what 
worried them so much during the 1960s and 
’70s. That is why they have carried on a 
campaign of lies against the social move¬ 
ments of that time ever since. And today, in 
an effort to defuse the threat they once 
again sense, they are presenting a gross dis¬ 
tortion of the Vietnam-era anti-war protests 
as a betrayal of the Americans who were 
sent to fight in Vietnam, and therefore a 
movement unworthy of emulation. They 
want to deprive current opponents of U.S. 
government policies of any valid models of 
self-activity to build upon. But we must not 
allow them to succeed as the interpreters of 
our history. We must not allow them to 
limit the possibilities of the present with 
their lies about the past. We want everyone 
involved in today’s anti-war movement to 
become aware of some important, neglected 
truths about the earlier movement so that 
we all can learn from its positive insights, as 
well as from its real mistakes. 

To begin with, we must challenge the 
myth that the anti-Vietnam War movement 
was hostile to the American troops. The 
various protests, in fact, were against the 
government’s policies, not the people sent to 
fight the war. A significant proportion of 
those of us who were actively involved in 
the movement of the 1960s and ’70s had a 


great deal of concern for, and expressed our 
solidarity with, those who had to face the 
demands of the military. Many in the move¬ 
ment were also part of the civil rights strug¬ 
gle, and brought to anti-war activity a cpn- 
cem about racism at home and the U.S. 
military’s brutalization of people of color in 
other parts of the world. 

By the height of the movement in the mid 
1960s, a good number of us had come to see 
the U.S. military itself as a racist and ex¬ 
ploitative institution. Some opponents of the 
Vietnam War began, through draft counsel¬ 
ing, to assist men before they fell into its 
grip. We, ourselves, were active in a group 
which counseled poor and minority high 
school students about their possibilities for 
resisting military service if they wanted to. 
We (and others in similar groups through¬ 
out the country) felt that they should have 
as much information as better-off people 
did, so that they could have as good a 
chance as possible of resisting. There were 
also groups on college campuses nationwide 
which fought against the presence of mili¬ 
tary recruitment and training programs. 
Many succeeded in having these programs 
removed from the campuses and thereby, at 
least temporarily, severing the connection 
between college education and military 
mobilization.. 

Large numbers of young men were op¬ 
posed to the war for moral, spiritual or 
religious reasons; many refused to go to 
Vietnam and applied for conscientious 
objector status. Well over a hundred thou¬ 
sand were granted exemptions from the 
draft on this basis. Large numbers refused 
to register for the draft, and some left the 
country to escape it. 

Many of those who did go into the mili¬ 
tary and were sent to Vietnam, came to feel 
that the fight there was immoral and unjust, 
and not for democracy as the U.S. govern¬ 
ment claimed. They came to understand that 
they had to think for themselves and act 
more in accordance with what they felt to 
be socially just. Thousands of G.I.s in South¬ 
east Asia and in the U.S. refused to carry 
out orders and fight the so-called enemy. 
Whole companies and naval units mutinied 
and refused to fight, and many deserted. 
Some soldiers put out anti-war newspapers 
directly addressed to other G.I.s. Some were 
imprisoned for their opposition. 

And, there were civilians who offered 
their support to soldiers through involve¬ 
ment with anti-war G.I. coffee houses, which 


provided off-base meeting places for those 
in training or stationed in this country. In 
the coffee houses those G.I.s who opposed 
the war could find sympathetic people with 
whom they could discuss their thoughts and 
feelings. 

Not all civilian protesters were directly 
involved with draftees, G.I.s or veterans, 
and not all felt comfortable with them 
because of differences in background, life 
experiences and lifestyles. Nor did all anti¬ 
war G.I.s and veterans feel comfortable with 
the civilian protesters, for similar reasons. 
But, support of draftees, G.I.s and vets was 
an integral part of the anti-war movement, 
especially when it was most vigorous. 

However, during the social defeats and 
fragmentation of the 80s, all too many 
former anti-war activists seem to have for¬ 
gotten this past or have been intimidated by 
the conservative portrayal of a deep separa¬ 
tion and antagonism between the movement 
and the soldiers. Some now seem to accept 
this version of the past because they can 
think of no other explanation for the failure 
of the anti-Vietnam War activity to develop 
into a strong united force for social change 
that could resist the onslaught of the Rea- 
gan-Bush era. And some hesitate to chal¬ 
lenge it out of fear of alienating the large 
numbers of today’s protesters who have ho 
radical background and who, for the most 
part, are more familiar with the lies about, 
than the actual history of, the older move¬ 
ment. For example, in an article in In These 
Times for January 23-29, 1991, one long¬ 
time activist is noted as conceding that the 
anti-Vietnam War protesters "appeared" to 
be unsupportive or even blaming of the 
troops. While not going so far as to repeat 
the current lie that the movement was 
against the troops, he seemed to be implying 
that the attempt of many in the movement 
to criticize their role as troops was a mis¬ 
take because it gave the wrong impression. 
But this grants too much to the logic of 
authoritarian conservatism. People in the 
movement generally made a clear distinction 
between the soldiers as human beings and 
what they did in their role as troops. 

Vietnam vets who were angered and hurt 
by the existence of civilian opposition to the 
war very often based their feeling on a sense 
of being betrayed. They felt that they had 
risked their lives because "the country" 
asked them to, which meant the civilians 
back home. But it was a basic misconception 
to think that just because the U.S. govern¬ 
ment ordered American soldiers to fight in 
Vietnam, this meant that the country asked 
them to, or that they were in fact serving 
the civilians back home. Most civilians knew 
nothing about the war in its early stages, 
and certainly expressed no will that it either 
be started or escalated. It was not the fault 
of the anti-war civilians that some G.I.s 
assumed that the government’s policy repre¬ 
sented the will of the people. As more and 
more civilians came to believe that the war 
was unjust and immoral—conducted by 
deceitful and manipulative holders of power 
in their own interest—the government repre¬ 
sented the will of the people less and less. 
So, those G.I.s who believed that they were 
serving the entire population, rather than 
the war-makers and a shrinking number of 
their supporters among the population, were 
unfortunately mistaken. They couldn’t ex¬ 
pect those who had come to oppose the war 
to be silent about their moral beliefs and 
political understandings just to spare the 
feelings of some soldiers. The issues in- 
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Anarchist bloc at the anti-war march in Washington, DC. Photo by Howard Besser. 


volved here went beyond personal feelings 
to questions of morality, social justice and 
the murder of innocent people. 

Moreover, while some individual G.I.s 
and veterans may have had unpleasant 
experiences with some individual civilians, it 
is totally unwarranted to assert—as conserva¬ 
tive ideologues have—that such incidents 
were caused by, and therefore the responsi¬ 
bility of, the movement. Unpleasant person¬ 
al encounters between individual soldiers 
and civilians, "hippies" or others, cannot be 
laid at the feet of the anti-war struggle, 
which certainly did not suggest, encourage, 
or condone insulting G.I.s or vets. These 
kinds of incidents can usually be interpreted 
in a wide variety of ways, depending on the 
outlook of the one doing the interpreting. 
Moreover, to generalize such encounters 
into a picture of the movement as basically 
hostile to the troops involves an ideological 
and demagogic use of such experiences. 

The claim that many G.I.s and vets were 
insulted, or even spit upon, when they came 
home was propagated and emphasized 
largely by those who wanted to discourage 
cooperation between dissenting G.I.s and 
vets and the civilian anti-war protesters. 
Such solidarity was understood by the politi¬ 
cal and military leaders of the Vietnam era 
as a threat to their unhindered pursuit of 
the war. And, today’s elites still have a stake 
in discouraging this kind of cooperation. 

While some individual civilians may have 
insulted some returning Vietnam veterans as 
a way of expressing opposition to the war, it 
was never the intention or desire of the vast 
majority of people in the anti-war move¬ 
ment to do so. On the contrary, such an 
approach would have gone against our over¬ 
whelming desire to have them join us. We 
were encouraged when G.I.S and vets voiced 
their abhorrence of the brutalities inflicted 
in Southeast Asia and their opposition to 
the U.S. government’s policies there; and we 
were aware that all of those in the military 
risked more, and the veterans found it more 
difficult, to express opposition than did 
those of us with no military involvement. So 
we respected them when they took a stand. 

And, although there were some Vietnam- 
era G.I.s and veterans who felt that the 
protesters were opposing them, we certainly 
knew of many who felt that the protesters 
were on their side, particularly when they 
were resisting the situations the military had 
put them in. There was no betrayal here. 
We were acting in solidarity with those who 
were refusing to be absorbed into the killing 
machine; we and they were all, in various 
ways, resisting what we saw as repressive 
and unjust policies. People from many 
different backgrounds and life situations 
were drawn together to demand the voice in 
decision-making which democratic states 
claim to give to the people. 

But the widespread demands for a change 
in policy did not cause the U.S. military to 
lose an otherwise winnable war. This idea, 
perpetrated by political and military leaders 
at the time and since, is another gross dis¬ 
tortion of the facts which should not go 
unchallenged. The anti-war movement did 
not create the sentiment of abhorrence of 
the war which such a large proportion of the 
American population came to feel. The 
movement was itself the product of the 
dissent of millions of Americans; in fact, it 
could not have developed or flourished 
without their individual opposition to the 
war. What’s more, the anti-war movement 
did not, and could not by itself force an end 
to the war. There were other very important 
factors also involved which brought that 
about. 

The truth is that the U.S. government met 
with a stalemate in Vietnam, caused by the 
disgust of so many Vietnamese people with 
the brutal and corrupt regimes it sponsored 
for so many years in South Vietnam. This 
led to the blatant lack of enthusiasm which 
the South Vietnamese troops constantly 
demonstrated for dying in defense of those 
American-backed regimes. Alienation from 
and brutal repression by those regimes also 
led to real local civilian Vietnamese support 


for the guerrilla insurgency against the U.S. 
military. This support was more significant 
and unstoppable than the reinforcements 
coming from the North. And, for those G.I.s 
who believed in democratic self-governance, 
it was a major disincentive to fighting. 

These human factors could not be over¬ 
ridden by the massive input of money or 
military might or the tremendous sacrifice of 
human lives. And despite the dominant 
conservative propaganda to the contrary, 
there was never any holding back on these; 
billions of dollars were spent; 4,600,000 tons 
of bombs were dropped on Vietnam, 
2,000,000 tons on Cambodia and Laos, 
400,000 tons of napalm were loosed on the 
Vietnamese people; 19,200,000 gallons of 
Agent Orange and other herbicides were 
used to kill forests and crops and poison the 
population and the environment; 9,000 out 
of South Vietnam’s 15,000 hamlets were 
destroyed; 1,921,000 Vietnamese were killed, 
200,000 Cambodians (between 1969 and 
1975), and 100,000 Laotians (between 1964 
and 1973); altogether, 3,200,000 Vietnamese, 
Cambodians and Laotians were wounded, 
and by 1975 some 14,305,000 were made 
refugees; out of the 2,150,000 American 
troops who served in Vietnam, 57,900 lost 
their lives. 

As noted by Noam Chomsky in Towards 
A New Cold War , by 1968 strain on the 
economy due to the war was harming the 
position of the United States with respect to 
the other major industrial nations of the 
world and costs of the war were contributing 
to an economic crisis at home which 
brought leading business and conservative 
groups to begin to turn against the endeav¬ 
or. Anthony Lewis’s assessment was that by 
1969 it was clear to most of the world—and 
most Americans—that the intervention had 
been a disastrous mistake. The growing 
awareness among government officials and 
military leaders that the war was unwinnable 
finally constrained them to withdraw. The 
anti-war movement was only one element in 
their considerations. 

And, the anti-Vietnam War protesters 
cannot be blamed for the lack of victory 
parades for returning soldiers. That was the 


result of the war’s being one in a series of 
undeclared wars—one, moreover, which the 
U.S. government worked hard to hide as 
much as possible from the general public, 
even before the dpposition really began. It 
should be noted that when the Kennedy ad¬ 
ministration first became seriously involved 
militarily in South Vietnam in the early 
1960s, there was hardly any protest, or even 
awareness of the war. When the Johnson 
administration escalated it into a full-scale 
invasion there was still very little protest. 
Opposition only reached a significant level 
when several hundred thousand American 
troops were directly involved. By then, it 
was impossible to hide the war because of 
the large numbers of families that had 
soldiers being sent to Vietnam and return¬ 
ing home with firsthand experience of the 
brutal conflict. Much has been made of the 
extensive media coverage of the war as 
contributing to popular disaffection; but, 
although it did increase awareness, a large 
part of the media presentation generally 
favored government policy, and a great deal 
of it was subject to the influence of official 
disinformation. There is no basis for taking 
seriously the claim that the media were to 
blame for the popular disaffection. More¬ 
over, government officials persisted in trying 
to hide the facts about the Vietnam stale¬ 
mate from the population right to and 
beyond the end of the war. This meant, 
among other things, that they didn’t want to 
highlight the homecomings of the G.I.s. For 
that matter, the war had no victory to cele¬ 
brate. 

What’s more, it should be noted that we 
who opposed the war never condoned the 
short shrift the government gave Vietnam 
vets in terms of medical care, educational 
and other benefits. Opponents of the war 
were not in favor of that and didn’t have 
any hand in it. The attempt to hide the war 
and the treatment of the veterans afterwards 
were both part of high-level policy decisions 
concerning its general conduct, made by 
officials at the top. 

Some in the movement hoped to bring 
about changes in those policies by changing 
the minds of people in power and acting for 


ourselves. The vast majority of those of us 
who were seeking social change believed it 
was necessary to simultaneously challenge 
the institutions and policymaking apparatus 
in the hands of the self-serving power elite 
and to examine our own lives and the lives 
of everyone caught in the hierarchy of pow¬ 
er. We wanted to go beyond the passivity 
encouraged by the status quo and to devel¬ 
op ways for everyone to gain a greater voice 
in social and personal decision-making. 

There were many debates in the move¬ 
ment about how to evaluate the relative 
responsibility of leaders and followers. 
Should all the people in a nation be held 
collectively and equally responsible for the 
policies and practices of its rulers? Or must 
we take into account the fact that we live in 
a diverse, divided and conflicted society, one 
in which we don’t all have equal, similar or 
even equivalent capacities to determine 
what happens and what others do? And how 
do we evaluate personal responsibility in a 
society where we all must often do things 
we don’t feel good about, or even abhor, in 
order to survive or protect our loved ones, 
or because we don’t know of any alterna¬ 
tives? No general agreement or decisive 
conclusions were reached by the majority of 
participants in the movement on these 
important issues; but it was generally agreed 
that none of the factors which might limit 
personal responsibility eliminate the need 
for each of us to recognize the true nature 
and significance of the activities we are told 
to engage in by our leaders and bosses, 
especially when they injure others or involve 
matters of life and death. As we debated 
goals and strategies, many of us came to 
realize that wars are not waged by leaders 
alone. Policies are carried out by people 
who do their jobs and follow orders; their 
obedience is required for the execution of 
these policies. Further, this questioning im¬ 
plicitly recognized that our only hope for a 
way out of a life of bad choices lays in 
frankly facing what we maybe forced to do 
and/or what is being done "in our name.” 
To obscure or deny these realities cannot, in 
the long run, help any of us survive. It can 
only prepare us to submit to the orders to 
kill and be killed. 

We are not interested in idealizing the 
anti-Vietnam War movement; there are 
many criticisms that can and should be 
offered of it. But it should not be faulted 
because participants in it developed an 
understanding that it is necessary for all of 
us to take responsibility for the consequenc¬ 
es of our actions. In some important re¬ 
spects the Vietnam War was very different 
from the present war, and therefore the 
reasons for opposing it were different. Now, 
opposition to the massive deployment of 
state violence in the Persian Gulf region is 
another opportunity to define individual 
responses to authority, and ways we can join 
with others in social movements to defy it. 
We who lived through the anti-Vietnam 
War movement refuse to allow today’s 
power holders to distort our experiences and 
deny our positive insights for purposes of 
social pacification and for their own self¬ 
justification. We must not be intimidated 
into giving up such insights, into holding 
back from challenging everyone to question 
their own role in facilitating government 
policy. Let us all—whether or not we experi¬ 
enced the movement of the ’60s and ’70s— 
build on and go beyond the positive aspects 
and insights of the Vietnam-era protest. 

Only by challenging the processes through 
which orders are turned into actions can we 
make a real difference, can we hope to stop 
those actions or those orders themselves. 
Wars are not simply acts of nature or inevi¬ 
tabilities which must be borne, -but human 
activities that are decided upon by people— 
usually the few who hold power—and waged 
by people—usually the many who follow 
orders. Only when ordinary people decide 
which battles to fight, for what goals and 
how to fight them, can we gain anything for 
ourselves. 

Charlatan Stew can be contacted at: POB 31461, 
Seattle, WA. 98103. 
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would be alright with the U.S. were defi¬ 
nitely given. Hussein ordered hostages to 
be held, while the U.S. would never do 
such a thing (why hold hostages when you 
have the power to engage in mass slaugh¬ 
ter from the air?). The U.S. has the sup¬ 
port of United Nations members in order 
to pursue its aims through the condem¬ 
nation for Iraq (though the U.S. had to 
twist quite a few arms and bribe quite a 
few officials to get this support, and every¬ 
one knows that when this hasn’t worked in 
the past the U.S. has just ignored the UN 
and done what it wanted anyway). The 
U.S. gave Hussein every opportunity to 
resolve the confrontation peacefully, but 
he just wouldn’t be "reasonable," so the 
U.S. response was carefully thought out 
and measured with the highest respect 
paid to avoiding damage to non-combatant 
areas. And, of course, according to U.S. 
propaganda, all of this has had no rela¬ 


tionship to the need of U.S. elites for a 
new enemy to use as a focus for domestic 
and international discontent in order to 
avoid having to deal with more real issues; 
it has no relation to the demands of U.S.- 
based oil companies that their investments 
in the Middle East be protected so that 
they can continue to gouge consumers 
worldwide while despoiling the environ¬ 
ment and racking up obscene profits; and 
it has absolutely nothing to do with the 
military-industrial-media establishment’s 
need to justify continued massive military 
spendingwhile the social infrastructure for 
the non-rich is degraded further each day. 
And, finally, the U.S. population is solidly 
behind the president, the military buildup 
and the war itself, worries about any U.S. 
casualties were unnecessary, and since U.S. 
allies will pay for much of the war, and it 
won’t cost U.S. taxpayers all that much. 
What a mouthful of shit! Lev Chemyi 
[Due to a lack of space in this issue this essay 
may be continued in the Summer ’91 AnanJry ] 
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The Nihilist's 
Dictionary 

By John Zerzan 


Community 

Ke-myoo *ne-te n. 1 . a body of 
people having the same interests. 2. Ecol. 
an aggregate of organisms with mutual 
relations. 3. a concept invoked to estab¬ 
lish solidarity, often when the basis for 
such affdiation is absent or when the 
actual content of that affdiation contra¬ 
dicts the stated political goal of solidari¬ 
ty. 

C ommunity, by which one obvi¬ 
ously means more than, say, 
neighborhood, is a very elusive 
term but a continuing touchstone 
of radical value. In fact, all manner of 
folks resort to it, from the pacifist en¬ 
campments near nuclear test sites to 
"serve the people" leftists with their 
sacrifice-plus-manipulation approach to 
the proto-fascist Afrikaaner settlers. It 
is invoked for a variety of purposes or 
goals, but as a liberatory notion is a 
fiction. 

Everyone feels the absence of com¬ 
munity, because human fellowship must 
struggle, to even remotely exist against 
what "community" is in reality. The 
nuclear family, religion, nationality, 
work, school, property, the specialism of 
roles—some combination of these seems 
to comprise every surviving community 
since the imposition of civilization. So 
we are dealing with an illusion, and to 
argue that some qualitatively higher 
form of community is allowed to exist 
within civilization is to affirm civiliza¬ 
tion. Positivity furthers the lie that the 
authentically social can co-exist with 
domestication. In this regard, what 
really accompanies domination, as com¬ 
munity, is at best middle-class, respect- 
the-system protest. 

Fifth Estate, for example, undercuts 
its (partial) critique of civilization by 
upholding community and ties to it in 
its every other sentence. At times it 
seems that the occasional Hollywood 
film (e.g. Emerald Forest, Dances With 
Wolves ) out-does our anti-authoritarian 
journals in showing that a liberatory 
solidarity springs from non-civilization 
and its combat with the "community" of 
industrial modernity. 

Jacques Cammatte discussed capital’s 
movement from the stage of formal 
domination to that of real domination. 
But there appear to be significant 
grounds from which to project the con¬ 
tinuing erosion of support for existing 
community and a desire for genuine 
solidarity and freedom. As Fredy Perl¬ 
man put it, near the end of his excep¬ 
tional Against His-Story, Against Levia¬ 
than!: "What is known is that Leviathan, 
the great artifice, single and world¬ 
embracing for the first time, in His- 
story, is decomposing...It is a good time 
for people to let go of its sanity, its 
masks and armors, and go mad, for 
they are already being ejected from its 
pretty polis." 

The refusal of community might be 
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termed a self-defeating isolation but it 
appears preferable, healthier, than 
declaring our allegiance to the daily 
fabric of an increasingly self-destructive 
world. Magnified alienation is not a 
condition chosen by those who insist on 
the truly social over the falsely commu¬ 
nal. It is present in any case, due to the 
content of community. Opposition to 
the estrangement of civilized, pacified 
existence should at least amount to 
naming that estrangement instead of 
celebrating it by calling it community. 

The defense of community is a con¬ 


servative gesture that faces away from 
the radical break required. Why defend 
that to which we are held hostage? 

In truth, there is no community. And 
only by abandoning what is passed off 
in its name can we move on to redeem 
a vision of communion and vibrant 
connectedness in a world that bears no 
resemblance to this one. Only a nega¬ 
tive "community," based explicitly on 
contempt for the categories of existent 
community, is legitimate and appropri¬ 
ate to our aims. 



Collage by Johann Humyn Being (San Francisco, CA.). 


The Iconoclast's 
Hammer 

By Feral Faun 


The anarchist 
subculture: 

A critique. Part 3 

"The point is precisely to stop aside, to 
diverge, absolutely, from the rule; to leap 
from the arena with hysterical verve; to 
elude forever the traps set along the 
way...Long live the ImpossibleT 

T o leave a critique of the anar¬ 
chist subculture at examination 
of some of its more important 
roles and structures is to miss its 


most important i&u\t-that it is a 
subculture. Subcultures constitute a 
particular sort of social phenomenon 
with particular traits. If those traits 
were conducive to rebellion, if they 
moved people to act for themselves, 
then it might be possible to reform the 
anarchist subculture, but those traits, in 
fact, tend in the opposite direction. 
There have been so many rebel subcul¬ 
tures, so many bohemias, all of them 
recuperated. This clearly indicates that 
there is something inherent in subcul¬ 
tures that keeps them from presenting 
a real challenge to the society of which 
they are a part. Let me try to examine 
why. 

In order for a subculture to exist, its 
parameters must be defined in a way 
that distinguishes it from other groups 
in society. Because a subculture is not 
an official or legal entity, these parame¬ 
ters need not be in any official or readi¬ 
ly definable form. Most often they are 
underlying, inherent in the nature of the 
subculture, consisting of shared values, 
shared ideals, shared customs and 
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shared systems of relating. This means 
that participation in a subculture re¬ 
quires a certain level of conformity. 
This does not rule out disagreements 
about the interpretation of those para¬ 
meters—such disagreements can be very 
intense, since those involved will see 
themselves as upholders of the real 
values of the group. But the real threat 
to any subculture is the individual who 
refuses parameters. Such a one is dan¬ 
gerous, amoral, a threat to all. What 
the parameters of a subculture really 
amount to is its system of morality. It 
provides a way for the subculture to see 
itself as superior to society in general. 
It, thus, creates a method for relating to 
others through guilt and self-righteous¬ 
ness, two of authority’s favorite weap¬ 
ons. The existence and maintenance of 
a subculture thus requires an internal¬ 
ized authority to maintain itself. 

The creation of parameters will lead 
to an intolerance towards those per¬ 
ceived as irretrievably outside the para¬ 
meters—especially if they are competi¬ 
tors on some level (e.g. the R.C.P., 
S.W.P., and the like, to anarchists), but 
it also leads toward a toleration of 
everyone perceived as part of one’s 
subculture. Due to different interpreta¬ 
tions of the parameters of the subcul¬ 
ture, arguments and fights, sometimes 
even vicious ones, are possible, but 
there is still a certain unity that is rec¬ 
ognized and tends to keep disagree¬ 
ments within a certain framework. Such 
tolerance is necessary to maintain the 
subculture. It also has the effect of 
reducing everything to a level of mun¬ 
dane mediocrity. Extremes are permit¬ 
ted only to the extent that they can be 
devitalized, that they can be kept from 
presenting any real challenge to the 
subculture. Communication is de¬ 
stroyed, because the passion is taken 
out of it—except for a very stylized pas¬ 
sion in conformity with the needs of the 
subculture. Tact, caution and politeness 
are the order of the day in order to 
maintain the "unity within diversity" of 
the subculture. Conflicts tend to be¬ 
come ritualized and predictable. In the 
anarchist subculture in particular, there 
are rarely any face-to-face, honest and 
passionate conflicts. Instead face-to-face 
interactions have the gloss of the polite¬ 
ness and subcultural ritual, of tolerance, 
and so are, as often as not, boring. 
Learning to relate through ritual, 
through tact, through social masks, has 
left us ignorant of how to relate freely. 
But without these rituals of toleration, 
a subculture cannot maintain itself, 
because like society at large, a subcul¬ 
ture requires conformity, social harmo¬ 
ny and the suppression of individual 
passions for its continued existence. 

In relating to people outside, subcul¬ 
tures tend to opt for either a sort of 
separatism—minimalizing contact with 
the outside world—or evangelism—seek¬ 
ing to win people over to the perspec¬ 
tive of the subculture. Since the anar¬ 
chist subculture is decidedly evangelis¬ 
tic, it is this that I’ll deal with. All evan¬ 
gelistic groups, from the Baptists to the 
R.C.P., from the Moonies to the anar¬ 
chist subculture, are so because they 
are convinced that they have the an¬ 
swers to the essential problems of the 
world. Convincing others of this, be¬ 
comes a major motive behind the ac¬ 
tions of those within such subcultures. 
They act and speak so as to present an 
image of self-assurance as well as a 
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kind of solidarity with those whom they 
wish to win over. Individuals within 
such subcultures do not live for them¬ 
selves but for the ideal, the answer that 
they are so certain will cure all. They 
live, or try to live, up to a certain im¬ 
age, and so are conformists. 

The basics of the anarchist subculture 
is an idealization of anarchy. Based on 
models from the past—the Spanish Rev¬ 
olution, Enrico Malatesta, Makhno, 
etc.—and visions of the future, anarchy is 
made into an ideal future society which 
will answer all the essential questions 
about human relations. It becomes a 
gospel to which to win people, a god to 
which one can sacrifice oneself. It de¬ 
fines the parameters of thought and 
action for the anarchist subculture, 
creating a certain sameness in the way 
anarchists live, play and express them¬ 
selves. Idealized,, anarchy loses all 
connection to present lived reality and 
becomes a means of enforcing confor¬ 
mity, tolerance and propriety, guaran¬ 
teeing the maintenance of the anarchist 
subculture. 

Because of the nature of subcultures, 
the anarchist subculture can only exist 
by removing anarchy and rebellion from 
the terrain of our present day lives and 
turning them into ideals with corre¬ 
sponding social roles. It will praise 
"spontaneity" while defining its content 
and, thereby, suppressing it. Free ex¬ 
pression of passions and desires are not 
encouraged, in fact, quite often the 
opposite. Within its own framework, the 
anarchist subculture is quite conserva¬ 
tive, its own maintenance being its top 
priority. Every new exploration and 
experimentation is a threat to its exis¬ 
tence and must be quickly defined, 
limited and recuperated by it. This 
explains both the absurd, defensive 
reactions of certain anarchists to more 
daring theoretical explorations, as well 
as the tendency for these explorations 
to remain in a realm of separated theo¬ 
ry, of theory without practice. A subcul¬ 
ture is a place for security, for safety, 
for finding social roles and systems of 
relationships by which one can define 
one’s self, not a place for free explora¬ 
tion and encountering the unknown. 

The anarchist subculture, then, cannot 
be an expression of lived anarchy and 
rebellion, but can only be society’s way 
of defining, limiting and recuperating 
them. As children of society, we are all 
well-versed in distrusting ourselves, in 
fearing the unknown, in preferring 
security to freedom. It is no surprise 
that we so easily fall into activities that 
create and maintain a subculture. But 
it’s long past time that we admit that 
this is just our way of fitting in to the 
society we claim to hate, of creating a 
niche for ourselves in its structure. For 
this subculture is not a real challenge to 
society; it is merely a loyal opposition 
whose rules—like all rules—are just a 
subset of the rules of society. 

So the time has come to throw cau¬ 
tion to the wind, to diverge absolutely, 
as the surrealists say, from all rules, to 
leap from the arena of the anarchist 
subculture—or to tear the arena down. 
Always there will be those demanding 
to know what we’ll put in its place, but 
the point is precisely to put nothing in 
its place. The problem, the weakness of 
those of us who’ve claimed to oppose 
authority, has been our need to have an 
authority inside our heads, an answer, a 
way to keep ourselves in line. We have 
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not trusted ourselves, and so at those 
moments when anarchy has actually 
broken forth, when authority has tem¬ 
porarily broken down opening all possi¬ 
bilities, we have not dared to explore 
the unknown, to live our desires and 
passions. Instead we have channelled 
our rebellion into systems and method¬ 
ologies which turn it from rebellion into 
the mere image of rebellion, but which 
keep us safe from ever having to con¬ 
front our real passions and desires. 

The refusal of authority, the refusal 
of all constraints, must include the 
refusal of the anarchist subculture, for 
it is a form of authority. With this sup¬ 
port gone, we are left with nothing-but 
ourselves. As transient, ever-changing, 
passionate individuals, we each become 
the only basis for creating our lives and 
opposing society as it strives to force 
our lives into its mold. Rebellion ceases 
to be a role and instead becomes our 
moment-by-moment refusal to let our 
lives be stolen from us. Anarchy ceases 
to be an ideal and becomes the havoc 
we wreak on authority, which under¬ 
mines it and opens possibilities, new 
realms of exploration for us. To realize 
this, we have to cease to think as vic¬ 
tims and begin to act as creators. The 
negative paranoia that permeates the 
way we relate to the world needs to be 

An Imagining 
Passion 

By Noa 


Dulce et decomm est pro patria mori. 

(It is sweet and honorable to die for 
one’s country.) 

A friend ancl activist, Mark 
Drye, posed the question, 
some weeks ago, of how we would 
end the war. Those of us who know 
that the massive destruction being 
rained on Iraq and Kuwait needs to be 
stopped and should never have started— 
those of us who are angry that thou¬ 
sands of people who treasure their lives 
are being sent to their deaths by a rela¬ 
tive handful of power-hungry men—those 
of us who will say plainly and clearly 
that we refuse to support our troops 
except at the moment that the soldier 
decides he will not kill and lays down 
his arms—those of us who ask all mili¬ 
tary personnel to refuse to fight, to 
shed their uniforms, to come home to 
your brothers, sisters, husbands, wives, 
daughters, sons, friends and co-workers 
because we need you here—those of us 
who know that none of this is worth a 
single human life—those of us who know 
that the words "kinder" and "gentler" 
can only have meaning as the way we 
dare to live—those of us who doubt that 
peace is ever the result of war, that 
peace is ever patriotic and that patri¬ 
otism is ever peaceful—we who listen to 
our heart and hear it whisper peace. 

We are the ones who want so much 
to find a way to stop the war. Yet it 
doesn’t look like we can. We didn’t stop 
the war the governments waged in so 
many countries in Southeast Asia. We 
haven’t gotten those whose power is 
derived from weaponry, money, control 
and submission to take so much as a 


rejected so that we can accurately as¬ 
sess the strengths and weaknesses of 
society as we confront it in our daily 
lives and can intelligently undermine it. 
A positive paranoia—a recognition that 
society and the hell it puts us through 
are aberrations and that the world is 
full of wonder and beauty, that within it 
all of our deepest desires and more can 
be easily realized—needs to be cultivat¬ 
ed. Then we will dare to face the un¬ 
known, to relate to each other freely 
and passionately, avoiding mere tolera¬ 
tion and accepting honest conflict. We 
will dare to oppose society from the 
strength of our own desires, dreams and 
lust for life. We’ll refuse easy answers, 
systems and security for the prisons 
they are, preferring the freedom found 
in ecstatically exploring the unknown, 
the adventure of discovery of the world 
of wonder that authority tries to deny 
us. What has been denied us, we must 
take, and we take it not by conforming 
to a subculture, but by plunging head 
first into the unknown, by taking the 
risk of leaving behind all that has sup¬ 
pressed us no matter how comfortable 
and rebelling totally against society. 
"Everything is always and automatically 
to be risked absolutely. One knows, at 
least, that the thread one finds in the 
labyrinth must lead elsewhere." 


coffee break from the unrelenting war¬ 
fare which has raged throughout oOr 
lifetime. 

I cherish the peace movement for its 
many insights and instincts—not because 
I expect it to be one coherent whole, or 
even especially effective or harmonious. 

We need to re-vision what exists both 
in the most horrible and most wonder¬ 
ful ways. Begin by moving beyond the 
civics books paradigms of power and 
governance, i.e. the assumptions of civil 
ideology which has the character of an 
unquestionable "common sense" world¬ 
view, an "objective consensus" so com¬ 
monplace that it’s hard to detect much 
less understand it. Consciousness is an 
historical and political product and I 
don’t just mean political consciousness, 
but the very act of naming and classify¬ 
ing. (See Michel Foucault’s The Order 
of Things). Liberals may oppose this or 
that war for good reasons (e.g. the U.S. 
can accomplish its objectives without as 
many casualties), but by failing to re¬ 
vision they leave you with a choice: self- 
righteousness, powerlessness, or (most 
likely) both. 

The radical re-visioning that anarchist 
theory can inspire ought not be a smug 
rendering of a critique, but a painful 
and ugly process. The anarchist ac¬ 
knowledges that the major contempo¬ 
rary organization of political power 
known as "the state" was created by and 
maintains itself through institutionalized 
murder and other systematic methods 
of coercion—both brute and subtle. The 
state exists primarily to help the wealthy 
and powerful to maintain their wealth 
and power. The state, however, usually 
justifies its existence in terms which 
pretend it is a voluntary arrangement, a 
"social contract" which promotes the 
"common good." The particular provi¬ 
sions for the selection of rulers are also 
based on rationalizations from "the 
divine right of kings" to "the dictator¬ 
ship of the proletariat" to "the will of 
the people" in so-called representative 
democracies. In reality candidates for 
elections for major political offices 


know who really put them in office. 

Elections are just another means to 
keep the privileged privileged while 
giving the general populace an illusory 
sense of participation in the choice of 
policymakers and policies. Although the 
system does make changes, the changes 
are made with the same basic agenda: 
maintain the existing arrangement of 
wealth and power. 

For example, a woman can have 
abortions now in more places and un¬ 
der more conditions than in 1970, but 
the prerogatives of the medical and 
religious establishments burden women 
with a lot more pregnancies than they 
would ever choose freely and often 
make it a lot harder to terminate the 
pregnancy with a great number of eco¬ 
nomic and political obstacles as well as 
a great deal of social stigma. Further¬ 
more, men can easily shirk any re¬ 
sponsibility for the welfare of the child. 
Thus the "right to an abortion" does 
constitute some improvement over days 
when women had to travel to different 
states or countries to terminate a preg¬ 
nancy. Nevertheless, the social control 
of women through imposed motherhood 
is still very much a fact of life. In addi¬ 
tion, the social attitudes which have 
extended women’s ability to choose a 
wider variety of professions have been 
accompanied by economic conditions 
which have forced women (and men) 
into low-paying jobs. This often means 
that they are not only forced to work 
for money, but they are expected to be 
homemaker and primary caregiver as 
well. For many women, the formal leg¬ 
islation of "rights" is virtually meaning¬ 
less given the real politics of everyday 
life. Yes, women have been able to 
make changes giving many women 
greater ability to make choices. The 
role of the state has been to make sure 
that women continue to serve the inter¬ 
ests of the ruling elite. 

The assumption that this can some¬ 
how be changed is silly. It’s like pre¬ 
tending if we gave all the poor people 
of the world a silver dollar to put in a 
slot machine, or to collectively pool at 
roulette wheels, we would somehow 
solve the problem of poverty. In 1964, 
Lyndon Johnson won a landslide victory 
over Barry Goldwater by voters seeking 
an end to the Vietnam war. What they 
got was rapid escalation. Ronald Rea¬ 
gan rah as a fiscal conservative. What 
voters got was the largest deficits in 
U.S. history and a bottomless well of 
bank bailouts. And voters read George 
Bush’s lips, but not his mind. The tax 
increases which are on the way would 
have come with Dukakis as well be¬ 
cause they both serve the same masters 
well. The drama of the elections are an 
effective distraction from our unmistak¬ 
able domination by the ruling elite. As 
the anarchist saying goes: "no matter 
who’s elected, the government always 
wins," because the election creates an 
illusion of legitimacy and choice, while 
systematically vitiating real possibilities 
for self-determination. 

Turning back to the war with Iraq, 
the United States government has 
known for years that Saddam Hussein 
was a ruthless killer who used chemical 
warfare against Iran, who stripped and 
tortured adolescents and adults alike. 
Yet the United States government sup¬ 
ported Iraq against Iran, and continues 
to support Syria which has an equally 
barbaric record when it comes to its 
Continued on page 35 
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Got something to say? Write us! 

We would like to encourage readers to write us in order to 
continue this dialogue both with those who are sympathetic and 
those who are critical of anarchist theories and practices. All letters 
to Anarchy will be printed with the author’s initials only, unless it is 
specifically stated that her/his full name may be used, or that s/he 
wishes to remain anonymous, or the name already appears in the 
paper-as in the case of an author of an article printed in Anarchy. 

We will edit letters that are redundant, overly long, unreadable 
or excessively boring. Please limit length to four double-spaced, 
typewritten pages. Address your letters to C.A.L, POB 1446, 
Columbia, MO. 65205-1446. We look forward to hearing from you! 


Anti-Fascist League Convenient thinking 


Dear Anarchy, 

Hello from the Great White 
North. 

I’ll start my letter by heaping 
the usual praise for your maga¬ 
zine. Heap-Heap-Hurray.Especial¬ 
ly the "Anarchist critique of the 
politics of AIDS" (Anarchy #24). 

AIDS today seems to remind 
me of the McCarthy era of the 
’50s. Full of lies, hate, all for the 
cause of a better America. Yeah. 
Right. 

Next I’d like it if you printed 
the leaflet enclosed about the 
A.F.L. (Anti-Fascist League). 
Living less than 100 kms. away 
from Terry Long and the Aryan 
Nations Camp, we take the Nazi 
skinhead situation very seriously. 
Although I’m not a skin, many of 
my friends at work are SHARP- 
skins (SkinHeads Against Racial 
Prejudice) and we are all well 
aware of the garbage that comes 
out of the mouth of Terry Long. I 
would very much like to see an 
article on the Nazi skinhead situa¬ 
tion from your magazine.... 

Peace, love & anarchy, 
T.R., Edmonton, Alberta 


TTm Anti-Fascist League is a 

North America wide network of 
Individuals who have dedicated 
themselves to monitoring racist and 
fascist groups, with the aim of frus¬ 
trating the growth of local racist 
organizations and educating the 
general public. 

The Anti-Fascist League Is not an 
elite group of paid professionals 
who will Take care of the problem' 
while you sit on your duff. 

The Anti-Fascist League is ordi¬ 
nary people, working In small 
groups or on their own Initiative. 

The Anti-Fascist League is Mary 
Connelly, Krishna Varma, Tommy 
Wong, Pratap Singh, Sara Cardinal 
and Leon Martey forming a human 
rights group at their school, or 
volunteering to guard the home of a 
victim of racist violence. It Is small 
groups coming together for rallies, 
demonstrations or concerts. It Is 
dedicated individuals doing research 
on historical and modem fascist 
groups, and sharing this information 
with their friends and relatives. 

The Anti-Fascist League is you 
and your friends! 

There Is no formal membership in 
the AF.L The Anti-Fascist League is 
composed of 'Supporters'—individ¬ 
uals who have made a deep com¬ 
mitment to our goals, and 'Direc¬ 
tors'-Individuals who have made 

an additional commitment to coordi¬ 
nate specific projects. 

If you would like to be an Anti- 
Fascist League supporter, and you 
feel that you can make a lasting 
commitment to our goals, you need 
only to locate another supporter, 
and stay in touch. Or write to the 
AF.L at: 10806 107 Ave„ Box #5, 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 


Dear Anarchy, 

Though I’ve only been a sub¬ 
scriber to your magazine for slight¬ 
ly over. a year, it’s already pro¬ 
duced a huge shift in my under¬ 
standing and reaction to political 
events. I’m consistently amazed by 
the ability of your articles to con¬ 
vey anarchistic ideas in ways that 
are refreshingly aggressive and 
lacking in presuppositions. Unfor¬ 
tunately, I have difficulty commu¬ 
nicating these ideas during discus¬ 
sions with friends without diluting 
the force they carried in their 
original presentation. Adding fric¬ 
tion to this frustration is the gen¬ 
erally apathetic or myopic re¬ 
sponse I encounter when broach¬ 
ing the topic of anarchy. It seems 
the majority of people I meet 
stubbornly refuse to examine an 
issue outside of the particular 
framework they’re most comfort¬ 
able with. I don’t fault them, as I 
catch myself strolling along conve¬ 
nient avenues of thinking far more 
often than I’d like to. I suppose 
convenient thinking is like an 
addiction, in that awareness of the 
problem is no guarantee of a ca¬ 
pacity to resist the lure. 

I’m currently working the night 
shift at a convenience store, which 
has the distinct advantage of leav¬ 
ing me, on average, a couple hours 
of free time evexy night. And I’m 
working on increasing it. As one 
way of disturbing and/or perhaps 
arousing curiosity in the lives of 
my usually self-absorbed custom¬ 
ers, as well as enhancing that of 
the rare freethinker who wanders 
in, I would like to order some 
back issues of Anarchy for free 
distribution. My plan is to bring in 
the batch each night, leave them 
prominently displayed on the mag¬ 
azine rack, and slip them out in 
the morning before my boss ar¬ 
rives. Given the overwhelming 
banality in this pleasant suburban 
community, the mere presence of 
a magazine called Anarchy should 
be enough to spark some provoca¬ 
tive conversations. I’m enclosing 
five dollars for postage and han¬ 
dling of however many copies you 
can spare (any issue, or even com¬ 
bination of issues would be fine). 
I don’t know how well this will 
work out, but a part of me is con¬ 
vinced people will be far more 
receptive to (or at least intrigued 
by) the idea of anarchy when 
they’re confronted with a maga¬ 
zine that so vigorously refutes and 
mocks the exclusively negative 
portrayal of anarchy as conjured 
by the mass media. I’ll let you 
know how things turn out. 

Anonymous 

[Note: Your idea sounds like an 
interesting plan. There are many 


ways to help distribute back issues of 
Anarchy that could provoke conver¬ 
sation, etc. In Columbia we some¬ 
times go to showings of appropriate 
films (especially at the local universi¬ 
ty) to hand out copies to people who 
would only be sitting and waiting for 
the film to start otherwise. They are 
usually well received. For those who 
feel isolated and who want to make 
contact with like-minded people, you 
can always get a rubber stamp made 
with your address (preferably a P.O. 
box!) in order to stamp copies of 
Anarchy (or back issues of any 
paper you like) that you intend to 
hand out at an event, film or meeting, 
or that you intend to leave at local 
record or book stores, etc. For those 
who never read the small print in the 
page 2 masthead, ws still have bulk 
quantities of issues #19, #20/21, 
#22, #23 & #24 available for free 
distribution. You need only send us a 
bit of money for postage and packag¬ 
ing, which usually works out to about 
15 to 20c per copy (this depends on 
how far away you are from Missouri, 
and on how much the issue you want 
weighs, but always send at least 
$7.50 to take advantage of the postal 
rate structure). Anyone else have any 
other good ideas?-Lev] 

International newsletter 

To our anarchist friends, 

Here in the Netherlands, we’re 
setting up an International Anar¬ 
chist Newsletter called @live. 
We’re planning to publish a "zero- 
issue" end of September and to 
send it to anarchist groups and 
magazines all over the world, hop¬ 
ing for reactions and information. 
The first real issue will come out 
in 1991. 

The basic idea behind the news¬ 
letter is to create a platform for 
exchanging anarchist news from all 
over the world. This entails the 
creation of a worldwide network 
of anarchist groups and individuals 
who will send us their magazines 
and information about what’s 
going on in their part of the 
world. Another idea behind the 
newsletter is to gather material 
and information for a small ar¬ 
chive. Whenever (if!) the paper 
will cease to exist, the archive will 
be handed over to the Internation¬ 
al Institute for Social Histoiy here 
in Amsterdam (which has a large 
anarchist section including the 
archives of Bakunin, Goldman, 
Berkman, etc.). 

If you are interested in such a 
newsletter and are willing to coop¬ 
erate, please contact us at the 
address below and send us as 
much information, pamphlets, 
magazines, addresses, etc. as possi¬ 
ble. Please pass on this broadsheet 
to anyone you think will be inter¬ 
ested. 

With libertarian greetings, 
Andr4 and Yvonne 
J. van Lennepkade 122 
1053 MT Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 

Authoritarian hierarchy 

Thanks for the mention in issue 
#25. We have included additional 
information on who we are. 

Personally I am writing in re¬ 
sponse to support the proposal 
made by A.B.C. Knoxville, the 
Alternative, and Workers Solidari¬ 
ty Alliance. My experience at the 
S.F. gathering has led me to sup¬ 
port this proposal. 

' S.F. gathering was full of prob¬ 
lems and it was very expensive for 
folks to attend. The feeling I con¬ 
tinually had at the gathering was 


one of being threatened by an 
authoritarian hierarchy. Over the 
entire period of time there was 
continual racist, homophobic, and 
sexist language. While as a com¬ 
munity we attempted to deal with 
it, to a great extent blatant exam¬ 
ples still continued to fester. As an 
Asian I had my guard up when 
dealing with other folks. As the 
gathering came to a close I felt 
physically and emotionally drained, 
and will say right now I have no 
intention of attending another 
National gathering. [Note: actually 
it was billed as a continental gather¬ 
ing.) 

Several positive things came out 
of all the networking. Namely the 
newspaper project, a stronger 
A.RA., and a continental video 
production group Acts of Resis¬ 
tance. 

In closing I’d like to point out, 
we have an opportunity to set an 
example against the centralization 
of power and culture. Yes there 
will be problems, but in the long' 
term our community will become 
stronger. 

In Struggle, 
M.L., 

Acts of Resistance 
537 Jones #1584 
San Francisco, CA. 94102 

No Middle East coverage 

Dear Lev, 

I received my current issue of 
Anarchy #26 Autumn ’90 to find 
little or nothing on this country’s 
hideous involvement in the Middle 
East. 

It would seem to me that capi¬ 
talism, and the Amerika’s imperi¬ 
alism in Saudi Arabia is every bit 
as important as the anti-work 
fantasy. 

Here’s hoping people around 
this country get angry, get active, 
and mobilize to stop this country’s 
ongoing aggression around the 
world. 

I also read your appeal for 
funds. Enclosed find $25! It’s not 
much, but I hope it will help. 

M.Y., Clearwater, FL. 

Down-tuned 

Dear friends, 

Hello, Craig Anderson from 
Aberdeen, Scotland here—I read 
of your publication Anarchy in a 
Hardcore/Punk fanzine from here 
in the U.K., U.K. Resist and was 
intrigued to find out more about 
it, as it accompanied an excellent 
article about the alleged "freedom" 
and subsequent resurgence of 
Anarchism in Eastern Europe. 

Well, more about myself-—I’m 
20 and into Punk & H/C and do a 
zine entitled Dcnvn-tuned by my¬ 
self. I’m at college just now doing 
a course in communication studies, 
and has this proven interesting— 
we cover stuff like the mass-media 
and the power it holds over the 
consummate lemmings of the west¬ 
ern hemisphere, etc., etc. This 
course should prove to be quite an 
asset. Well, in terms of opening 
any eyes I can’t believe some of 

the stuff I’ve been reading lately- 

thereby pissing all over my as¬ 
sumption that I, a 20 yr. old punk, 
was open-minded and un-ignorant. 
No names, but various artistes and 
literature have inspired me to 
abandon my previously short hori¬ 
zons. 

Thus my letter to you friends— 


for ages had I been intrigued 
about Anarchism and set out to 
destroy the myths that surround 
it—/know "Sid Lives," Circle-A’s, 
people dismissing A as merely "it’d 
never work," etc. Well, what I 
have read so far is clearing the 
vision and thus to further this I 
send you $3... for your zine.... 

OK, friends, goodbye, 
Craig Anderson 
29, Springfield Rd. 

Aberdeen, AB1 7R5 
Scotland 

Ps. Perhaps you could be so kind 
as to pass on the address of some 
person or organization I would 
benefit both myself and the recipi¬ 
ent by—perhaps someone with 
similar interests with whom I 
could communicate with? U.SA./ 
anywhere...I’d be really grateful. 

Making contact 

CA.L., 

As an environmentalist I have 
been impressed by your coverage 
of environmental issues in Anar¬ 
chy. As an anarchist I have been 
disappointed often by groups that 
are all too willing to compromise 
on every issue they take up (so no 
ill will appears between corporate 
America and environmentalists). 
Most environmental groups and 
publications are so afraid of of¬ 
fending someone or stepping on 
someone’s toes that they have 
rendered themselves ineffective. 
Even Earth First! is softening a 
little so as not to turn off the 
general public. 

What I am trying to do is to be 
able to make contact with others 
who feel anarchy should be a vital 
force in the environmental "move¬ 
ment." I would like to get opinions 
from individuals in the anarchist 
community on the environment 
and I would like to make contact 
with groups such as the Green and 
Black Anarchist League (who I 
read about in some Earth Day 
accounts) and Live Wild Or Die. 

Mike Smith 
POB 23844 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33307 

Join the Republicrats 

Dear Lev, 

In reply to Terry Inman [see 
Anarchy #26, page 30): 

Terry, you say that "Austrianism, 
monetarism, and Keynesianism are 
merely means of analysis. None of 
them presupposes a nation-state as 
such. Any of these three methods 
of analysis could be applied to an 
economy within an anarchist soci¬ 
ety." However, Keynesianism is 
almost entirely based on how and 
when nation-states should tax and 
spend, and monetarism is based 
on the activities of the Federal 
Reserve. 

You say that I "curiously" didn’t 
give any examples of macroeco¬ 
nomic activities. They include 
taxing, subsidizing, imposing tariffs 
and immigration laws, printing 
funny money and regulating its 
supply, and everything else that 
nation-states do, which is all based 
on force. 

As commonly defined, anar¬ 
chists are opposed to nation-states 
so, in an anarchist society, Keynes¬ 
ians and monetarists would have 
nothing to analyze, and Austrians 
would be reduced to re-inventing 
the microeconomic wheel of sup- 
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ply and demand. 

Macroeconomics is as alien to 
anarchists as slavery or royalty. 
Sorry, Terry. Maybe you should 
change your major, or take your 
M, and M 2 and join the Republi- 
crats. 

For Freedom, 
T.P., Farmingdale, NJ. 

Yucky whitelibs 

!! lAaaaiiiieeee!!! 

Got Anarchy #26 today and was 
immensely pleased with it. I read 
a good portion of it while some 
deranged Christian nut ranted 
nearby. That was quite amusing. I 
would have busted a gut laughing 
had I not spent about three hours 
in a new wing of the country 
courthouse this morning, watching 
intensely nervous defendants con¬ 
fer with their shitty appointed 
counsel. Knowing that most of 
these people wouldn’t be seeing 
"freedom" for quite a while didn’t 
exactly prime me up for a day of 
my usual silly insanity. But I di¬ 
gress.... 

I’ve finally gotten around to 
ordering a subscription to your 
fine publication. With the extra 
buck (what a big spender I am!) 
why don’t you get a hundred pen¬ 
nies and stuff them violently down 
the throat of the nearest banker? 

Things here in Austin are good 
and bad. It seems like we’re doing 
a pretty good job of mobilizing 
against the next George Bush/oil 
conglomerate "Create-A-Conflict" 
game. People here are mostly 
uninterested in the whole thing. I 
guess it’s gonna take some body 
bags coming back before people 
get off their asses. One discourag¬ 
ing factor is that the larger base of 
"activism" here lies in the suburb¬ 
dwelling, Volvo-driving, over-edu¬ 
cated, whitebread liberal mould. 
At a recent anti-Desert Shield 
rally,yucky whitelibs spoke vaguely 
of the need for better wages and 
better schools. About a million of 
these schmucks asked me what my 
black flag meant and a friend who 
was chalking up the sidewalk got 
harassed by some granola-heads. 
In any case, we’re pretty annoyed 
with the situation, but we intend 
to use our anger constructively. 

In the Summer of 1991 I’m 
gonna be in Germany, but as yet I 
have few contacts. I want to visit 
as many European countries as 
possible. I’d really like to visit 
some squats and would be more 
than willing to help out with any 
projects that might be going on. 
I’ll be there from mid-May until 
September, so Please somebody 
write me and clue me in on how 
to really see the anarcho/radical 
coagulations in Europe. I’d be 
happy to put up anyone coming 
over here from Europe or any¬ 
place else! 

Feeling awful sans falafel, 
Trevor-B.B.B. 

POB 7962 
Austin, TX. 78713-7962 

Frightening to me 

My Greetings, 

I recently received issue #26 of 
Anarchy, which I thoroughly en¬ 
joyed. I read numerous anarchist 
newspapers, journals, etc. and 
yours is by far one of the best! 

Having been incarcerated within 
two different state prisons (New 
York and Virginia), I understand 


my status as a social prisoner. 

What is frightening to me is that 
very, very few women prisoners 
are knowledgeable about anarchic 
publications nor anarchist theories. 
You can trust that this issue I 
have will reach many hands at this 
institution. Please keep me on 
your mailing list! 

Sincerely, 
Toni Richardson #144111 
VA. Corr. Ctr. for Women 
PO Box One 
Goochland, VA. 23063 

Psychology as religion 

Dear Anarchy, 

I recently received your Summer 
’90 issue as requested from Utne 
Reader. In short, I am excited to 
have found your publication. It put 
words to feelings I have had for 
some time, neither left nor right 
nor centrist! All of them control 
us. 

I found the articles "The Revolu¬ 
tion of Everyday Life” and "The 
mass psychology of misery" to be 
wonderful. I am learning to extend 
my cynicism and questioning to 
everything and everyone, a liberat¬ 
ing experience! I found especially 
profound the uncovering of psy¬ 


chology as just another religion, an 
opiate to help us be productive 
members of a sick society. 

I have ordered your Anarchy 
#20/21 especially for the anti-drug 
material. This war on drugs has 
troubled me for some time. It is a 
question of liberty. If I wish to 
smoke pot or crack, shoot cocaine 
or heroin or choose to abstain 
from all chemicals it should be my 
choice! I question the idea that 
illegal drugs are inherently evil. I 
feel the evil is in the exorbitant 
price of drugs.... 

Regards, 
E.K., Edmonton, Alberta 

Witch-hunt at the Institute 
for Social Ecology 

This past summer I attended the 
Institute for Social Ecology’s Sum- 
. mer Program. We (Schiz-Flux) had 
just completed the 5th issue of 
Smile magazine called Smut. Al¬ 
though Smut had been rejected by 
all the affordable web presses in 
our area due to various writings 
and graphic representations of gay, 
transvestite, hermaphrodite sexual¬ 
ity, including several written pieces 
which discuss pedophilia in a posi¬ 
tive way, I xeroxed 5 copies to 


carry with me on my travels out to 
the East coast. I had been rather 
selectively showing copies to peo¬ 
ple who didn’t exhibit a particu¬ 
larly rigid character-armor, who I 
thought could handle the provoca¬ 
tive layout. I loaned a copy to one 
of the wimmin there who seemed 
pretty cool, specifically so she 
could read the article on "eroplay." 
The reason being the coming 
weekend I was giving a perform¬ 
ance of Vaneigem’s The Book of 
Pleasures, which was to be follow¬ 
ed by a "hands-on practicum/ 
workshop" on eroplay, and I 
deemed her libidinal flux suffi¬ 
ciently effervescent to perhaps be 
interested in participating. But fate 
has it that she left it on a table 
during lunch and another woman 
glanced at it, got weirded out and 
said, "You don’t believe in having 
sex with children, do you?" To 
which I replied something like "I 
don’t believe all child/adult sexual 
contact is inherently exploitative." 
After that I took Smut back to the 
person I loaned it to and asked 
her not to show it to people in the 
eco-feminist workshops. But she 
did. Anyway, the result was the 
next day during lunch I was asked 
to appear before a group of about 


20 wiemon in the womyn’s dorm 
who angrily cross-examined me, 
and made various accusations 
against me. Daniel Chodorkoff, 
the Institute director, was present. 
At one point I stated that I 
thought it was OK for children to 
be around naked adults. Someone 
found that highly objectionable, to 
which Daniel objected, "But wait a 
minute. My children come and 
crawl in bed with us when we’re 
naked. I think that’s OK." 

I tried to be courteous and 
mellow, but I quickly realized I 
was not a human in their eyes, but 
rather a projection screen for their 
totalizing paranoia, a lab experi¬ 
ment in externalizing wimmin’s 
anger against the blurry oppressor. 

I was fried and baked by the 
"goon squad" and physically threat¬ 
ened by Daniel "if I touched any 
children sexually." 

It should be mentioned that I 
willingly promised not to play with 
any children for the remainder of 
my stay. I also truthfully testified 
at that time that I had never, nor 
ever intend to have sexual contact 
with children. 

Another issue that was touched 
upon was "what are we going to 
do during Drake’s performance?" 
That one really stumped me: the 
mere fact that a man would be in 
lingerie and that his dick might be 
visible at a performance event 
which people were free to attend 
or not was clearly threatening to 
some. Or maybe it was the audi¬ 
ence participation in eroplay that 
they found so unpalatable. What¬ 
ever it was, it is clear that some of 
them needed an ideological purity 
(we must all hate penises to be 
good ecofeminists, right?) rooted 
in the herd instinct, and that they 
were uneasy with the thought that 
some "dissident" women might 
choose to attend. The meeting 
ended. I bowed out with apologies 
for having entered the women’s 
dorm to put up a poster, not 
knowing that men were not wel¬ 
come. 

At supper that evening Daniel 
told me that he had to ask me to 
leave because the Institute could¬ 
n’t guarantee my physical safety. A 
parent of one of the children at 
the Goddard campus where the 
Institute is located had been ad¬ 
vised that a child molester was on 
the grounds, and he threatened to 
kill him (me) if he saw me. "Of 
course, we’ll give you a full re¬ 
fund," Daniel told me. 

Somewhat stunned, I replied, 
"I’m disappointed to see you jump 
on that ba'ndwagon." I got my 
food, gathered my wits and stood 
before the assembled students. 
'This is the second crucifixion of 
Wilhelm Reich," I shouted and 
then explained that I had been 
asked to leave and why. Someone 
suggested that a meeting take 
place immediately after dinner to 
discuss this. One of the ecofemin- 
ist leaders and prime theorists 
yelled, "We’ve invested enough 
time on this child molester al¬ 
ready." But alas, the meeting con¬ 
vened. This time the psychological 
rape was not as extreme, because 
there was a facilitator who kept 
things from getting too hysterical. 
Again, I was physically threatened, 
this time by another ecofeminist 
guru/theorist who said, "I’d like to 
do you physical harm." It would be 
too lengthy [to recount the entire 
Continued on next page 
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McMartin witch-hunt ends in acquittals 

In Manhattan Beach, California, a Superior Court judge 
declared a mistrial in Raymond Buckey’s second trial on 
trumped up charges that he molested children at the Mc¬ 
Martin Pre-School. Prosecutors said they would not try 
Buckey a third time. That decision ended the longest and 
most costly criminal case in U.S. history. The trial took seven 
years and cost taxpayers more than $15 million. 

Most jurors said videotapes of the heavily coached children 
were unconvincing, and that there was insufficient corroborat¬ 
ing evidence from witnesses. One hundred & twenty-four 
witnesses testified at the first trial, while 46 witness testified 
at the second. 

In the first trial, Buckey and his mother, Peggy McMartin 
Buckey, faced 65 molestation and conspiracy charges for 
supposedly forcing children to participate in "naked games" 
and "Satanic rites." Animals were supposed to have been 
tortured to frighten the preschoolers into silence. Earlier this 
year, a jury acquitted Peggy Buckey of 12 charges, absolved 
her son on 40 counts, but was deadlocked in 13 charges. 

During the second trial, three now-adolescent girls took the 
stand to testify against Buckey, but their evidence was judged 
inconclusive. "All the evidence I saw in the process, to me he’s 
not guilty," said one of the female jurors. "I was innocent 
going in and I’m still innocent because I wasn’t found guilty," 
Buckey said. 

Compiled from Ofr Our Backs (2423 18th St. NW, Washington DC 20009). 


Witch-hunt at the Institute 

Continued from previous page 

meeting], and besides I can’t re¬ 
member all the things that were 
said. But, as in the earlier meeting, 

I refused to dogmatically assert 
that "all sexual contact between 
children and adults is psychologi¬ 
cally damaging to the child." This 
was unacceptable to the ecofem- 
inist groupies, who, taking their 
conformist cue from their teachers, 
"hurl themselves like lemmings off 
the cliff into intellectual suicide." 
One salient remark I do remem¬ 
ber in particular detail, however, 
was when Angel, my first accuser, 
searched flabbergastedly for an 
example of my behavior at the 
Institute which would corroborate 
her negative fantasy. "One of the 
girls said she saw Drake through 
his window lying naked on his 
bed!" Gee, sorry, it being 80 de¬ 
grees, no curtains, and empty mea¬ 
dow view from my window. 

As the meeting wore to a close, 
finally Mr. Bookchin was called 
upon to speak, to give his assess¬ 
ment of the proceedings. It was 
decided that he would be the last 
speaker. Murray said that he had 
known the accusers for a long time 
and that he trusted their opinion, 
and therefore, he would side with 
them. He suggested that I take 
Smut to the State Capitol and try 
to distribute it there, but not to 
needlessly disrupt the struggling 
anarchist milieu at the Institute for 
Social Ecology, implying that it 
was my intention to stir things up. 
Hmmm...well, stir things up and 
enliven debate, yes-it is the aim 
of Schiz-Flux to inhabit the schizo¬ 
phrenic margins of capitalism, to 
extend the parameters of radical 
discourse; to provoke a fascistic 
brush-fire hysteria/scapegoating 
stigmatization?—NO! The circum¬ 
stances were extreme enough to 
actually question how it was possi¬ 
ble for such a fiasco to occur in a 
purportedly anti-authoritarian 
environment. I recall criticizing 
Murray Bookchin at one of this 
lectures regarding his notion of an 
"objective ethics." Now I knew 
precisely what he meant. If this is 
indicative of the municipal liber¬ 
tarianism which the Institute for 
Social Ecology espouses...please, 
count me out! 

I escaped the next day physically 
unscathed, yet emotionally hurt. 
Why had no one apart from a few 
dared to speak up and stop the 
madness when it was occurring? 
Needless to say, I didn’t get the 
opportunity to give my perform¬ 
ance and workshop. I went to 
Montrial and there reclined in the 
stimulating environment of the 
Demolition Derby crew. In the 
meantime I wrote some angry 
letters to the people who had 
fucked me over. Little did I know 
what horrors yet awaited me...at 
the Rainbow Gathering! 

"Welcome home, I’m going 
to slash yer throat" 

The next phase of my trip took 
me to the Finger Lakes region of 
New York where a regional Rain¬ 
bow Gathering was taking place. I 
was looking forward to a tranquil 
time in the forest w/loving and 
sincere, if not spacey, people. 
(Time to heal, to gather back the 
fragments of my battered self-os- 
tensibly a goal of the Rainbow 
Gathering.) I quickly met some 


people who invited me to their 
camp. They were friendly, so I set 
up camp there as well. For dinner, 
we went to the kid village kitchen, 
adjacent to the meadow we were 
camped in. Two weemen ap¬ 
proached me. 

Says one, "Hey, could I ask you 
some questions?" 

"Sure." 

"I’m just curious," she said, 
knitting her brow, "What do you 
think about adults having sex with 
children?" 

My heart sank. It was immedi¬ 
ately apparent that I was being 
followed by the hysterical victim¬ 
ization syndrome. It was clouding 
my aura. I answered her questions 
rather candidly, making it clear 
that I am opposed to coercion or 
manipulation of any kind regard¬ 
ing children. That was the end of 
it, hopefully. But no. 

After dinner a man singled me 
out: "Hey brother, can we have a 
word w/you?" There was a group 
of some 10 people in a circle. 
We’ve heard reports..." 

"Wait," I interrupted. "I already 
know what you’re going to say...." 

I related briefly the account of my 
persecution at the Social Ecology 
Institute and ended by reassuring 
them that I had no intentions of 
pursuing sexual contact w/children 
at the Rainbow Gathering. 

"But what about your maga¬ 
zine?" the honcho asked. 

"Huh-uh. I don’t have any cop¬ 
ies w/me now." 

"Is it true that Smut magazine is 
a picture-book w/photos of adults 
having sex w/children?" 

"No," I replied incredulously. I 
explained the pictures of nude 
children, in particular one that 
says, "The Conspiracy: Stripping 
Children of Their Right to Body 
Acceptance" ("Hear no evil, see no 
evil, speak no evil" has become: 
"See no genitals."), accompanied 
by a photo of 4 children covering 
their eyes, ears, mouth and geni¬ 
tals, respectively. This seemed to 
placate the inquisitors, if but mo¬ 
mentarily. But I couldn’t stop the 
feeling of rage & indignation that 
spread over me. As I was to learn 
later, some scum-fuck "sister" 
named "Not worth mentioning" 
from New Hampshire, who had 
been at the Institute apparently 
not having sufficiently gorged her 
sadism went to the trouble of 
deliberately lying about Smut mag¬ 
azine and telling people that were 
going to Rainbow that a pedophile 
would be there. Along w/the other 
eco-femi-slashers, she must’ve 
been frustrated by the lack of 
anything substantial to say against 
me, so rather than think rationally 
about the issues raised in Smut, 
she preferred a brain bypass sinis¬ 
ter sickness fabrication. Anyway, 
the self-appointed Rainbow pig 
asked me to try to stay away from 
kid village, to which I replied I 
wouldn’t make it a point of com¬ 
ing around. 

The next morning glorious Ed 
Lisbe, a group facilitator/com- 
municator approached me w/new 
news. There had been a long 
meeting the previous night about 
what to do about the pedophiles 
at the gathering. We were plural 
now, as 2 anarchist free thinkers at 
the meeting had expressed opin¬ 
ions about the possibility of non- 
coercive adult/child sexuality 
which instantly placed them in the 
category of "pedophiles," i.e. "child 


molesters," i.e. "rapists." Ed want¬ 
ed me to attend a special meeting 
that he would facilitate where a 
specific listen-and-summary pro¬ 
cess of communication would 
operate. A speaker would state 
their opinion, then someone would 
restate it so it was clear that peo¬ 
ple were being understood. I was 
hesitant, but he promised that that 
process would prevail or we would 
withdraw from the meeting in 
order to protect me. The meeting 
got rolling. Some people were 
really worked up. The woman who 
had first approached me at the 
gathering had a chance to explain 
her voluntary experiences as a 9, 
11 and finally 12-yr old when she 
married an adult. She thought it 
messed her up because she now 
confused love w/sex and when she 
meets someone she likes her geni¬ 
tals get hot, which makes it diffi¬ 
cult to maintain a monogamous 
marriage. People asked me ques¬ 
tions and I passed around back 
issues of our mag, blah blah, until 
this Rainbow Brother walks up, 
interrupts the circle and says, "Is 
there a guy named Drake here?" 
Ed says, "We’re having a meeting 
w/a specific process and you’re 
out of order." 

"I don’t care," he says, "who is 
Drake?" 

"I am." 

"Well," says the man...and he 
pulls out a knife and points it at 
me, from several feet away. Freak 
out!!! People get in between him 
and me, and the man angrily ac¬ 
cuses them of protecting a child- 
molester. He sees that Fm being 
protected and says, "If I catch you 
out by yourself I’m going to slash 
your throat," then leaves. 

An emergency meeting then 
convenes! The Rainbow cops, 
"Shattilah" I believe they are 
called, gather six volunteers and 
promise to accompany the man 
everywhere he goes until I leave 
the next day. However, instead I 
ask that he be disarmed and boot¬ 
ed out of the gathering. 

They meet w/him and then 
leave him alone and do not watch 
him anymore after that night. The 
Rainbow Family will rant and rave 
and dehumanize a man who exer¬ 


cises the 1st Amendment by freely 
publishing liberatoiy discourse, but 
they didn’t give a hoot or a winker 
about a sociopath death-threat 
macho dickhead. 

I should mention that the pedo¬ 
phile discussion continued many 
hours and a sizable portion of 
those present were finally able to 
see that there had been much-ado 
about nothing—just free speech. So 
the Rainbow Moral Majority (but 
not the f-lemminists) finally came 
around a bit to a spinal cord/brain 
hookup, in comparison to the 
Social Ecopathological Institooters 
who went floating off on a non- 
ref erential simulacra of ideological 
flabbergassism. 

Given that the Rainbow people 
were not vigilant in carrying out 
their decision to maintain the 
security of a long-time Rainbow 
veteran like myself, I hit the road. 
But sickness hit me. The torture of 
the preceding weeks had taken its 
toll—my reserves were down. 

But thank goodness jolly be! On 
my way back to the Midwest, I 
stopped off to see my very special 
friend; a friend who played w/me 
and brought me joy to the depths 
of my soul. I hold her. She is al¬ 
ways smiling at me—calls me Drak- 
eroo. She’s 8 yrs. old and she has¬ 
n’t adopted yet to the ogre men 
and women who will build a wall 
around her, radically compromis¬ 
ing her ability to enjoy life, the 
force of cunt/code bio-polarity, the 
fragging of all ideology in a pre¬ 
emptive strike. Salute the smeg, 
the ma. 

Feminist inquisitors, turn your 
ideology on yerself. If you feel 
pleasure when breast-feeding, cut 
off yer tits! They could be psycho- 
. logically damaging to the child. 
The sick corpse of feminism has so 
thoroughly infiltrated the move¬ 
ments of transformation, it’s time 
to finish in a single stroke the 
vampiric blood suckers who blame 
men for all their problems. After 
all, "We are in a war," says eco- 
feminist writer Chiah. Feminism is 
through, as the brilliant critiques 
written by women in the latest 
Demolition Derby show. Why 
wince, yet remain silent when they 
parade their homophobic fascism? 


We must be brave(s) on the path 
before us. Take to the whore path. 
This letter is true. Lingerie permit¬ 
ted. 

Drake Scott 
Schiz-Flux 
Box 3502 
Madison, WI. 53704 

P.s. The reader should bear in 
mind the great pain and anger that 
were bom from these experiences. 

I have waited 6 months to write 
the account, yet the anger and 
hurt still flows out. The humor 
and sarcastic rhetoric are simply 
tools to spice up the text and dis¬ 
tance myself from the still hurt 
feelings. 

What positive can be gained 
from this account is a warning 
against dogmatism, uncritical herd¬ 
like behavior & the willingness to 
scapegoat and stigmatize differ¬ 
ence. 

Some may object that my char¬ 
acterization of feminism is unduly 
harsh, and doesn’t account for the 
moderate majority of feminists. 
However, the fact that founding 
theorists of the ecofeminist ten¬ 
dency exercised the most extrem¬ 
ist, hate-filled intolerance, I be¬ 
lieve, points to deficiencies in the 
very interiority of feminist dis¬ 
course. The insularity of the self- 
described "political exiles" of the 
Rainbow separatist-feminist ten¬ 
dency to any male-identified criti¬ 
cism demonstrates w/clarity Clau¬ 
dia’s assertion that "most feminists 
wear their feminism as an armor 
against critique. The macho and 
feminist behavioral/ideological 
complexes are both ruses in the 
arsenal of society’s self-reproduc¬ 
tion. Only relations between 
unique de-individuated individuals 
can simultaneously supersede and 
multiply the limited roles offered 
up on the gender market, with the 
aim, finally, of destroying that 
market, and everything else which 
obstructs the actualization of our 
radical subjectivity." 

Fatal flight from reality 

Dear Lev, 

Last Saturday, Greenpeace 
came here and with, about 200 
locals, marched on Lafarge, a 
cement company that plans to 
bum hazardous waste. John Lofy, 
director of Austin Greenpeace, 
was going to give non-violence 
training. He took one look at us 
and said "Act like shepherds." 
Greenpeace hung a 5’xl2’ pink 
banner they had made as an evic¬ 
tion notice. We chanted and wrote 
on posters mean things, like "Get 
out of town or pay with your life." 
We called out the list of chemicals 
to be burned and protesters shout¬ 
ed "NO!" to each one. At the 
Lafarge gate, "Bubba" challenged 
a representative of Lafarge to 
come out for a jalapeno eating 
contest. Michele Edmont, plant 
manager, refused saying "I was 
scared." 

Lafarge didn’t get out of town 
and I was about to get depressed 
about it till I was contacted by the 
Anarchist group in Austin. They 
read my letter on the March 
march and wanted to tell me there 
were indeed Anarchists there 
shouting at the cops as they partic¬ 
ipated in the march. 

This is a big thanks to the Anar¬ 
chy journal, because as the war 
machine gears up, we need to 








mobilize against all companies that 
are part of the war machine. 

The companies we are protest¬ 
ing in Central Texas are Lafarge/- 
Systech, Rohr, GE, Texcor and 
Union Pacific. 

Nietzsche said that "Faith is not 
wanting to know what is true." In 
light of people’s continuing oblivi¬ 
ousness to their own self-destruc¬ 
tive tendencies, Nietzsche’s point 
suggests cowardice as well. The 
ground is slowly dissolving under 
our feet, but we are either un¬ 
aware of the situation or pretend 
not to notice. Our pretenses that 
irretrievable disaster cannot hap¬ 
pen represent a fatal flight from 
reality. A fantasy we can’t afford 
as we go to war, again. 

Ann Howe ; 

POB 311712 
New Braunfels, TX. 78131 

Washington’s poodle 

Hi Lev, 

Thanks heaps for all the back 
copies you sent, which I received 
just last week. I gave most of them 
away, although a few people gave 
donations. People seemed really 
interested and asked whether I 
had any more. A lot of them I 
gave out at the Saturday morning 
Parap Markets last week, where 
the Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke came to pay a visit to sup¬ 
port the local Labor Party candi¬ 
date for the N.T. Election (which 
is tomorrow). There were a few 
protests, particularly about Austra¬ 
lia’s military involvement in the 
Gulf (Hawke has been labelled 
"Washington’s poodle"). Nothing 
spectacular, but the Murdoch print 
media chose to ignore these com¬ 
pletely and instead blows up a 
small disagreement between 
Hawke and N.T. Chief Minister 
Marshall Perron (Partial Moron) 
out of all proportion, making it 
appear to be the main issue! Typi¬ 
cal. By the way, voting is compul¬ 
sory in Australia, on pain of a fine 
of $100 or so.... 

Shell 63, 
Darwin, N.T., Australia 

No military service 

Salud companeros, 

How do you suppose it feels for 
our compaiiero David Marin Le- 
cina, who has been detained for 
his refusal to submit to military 
service? Af ter having presented his 
declaration before the military 
judge of Barcelona, he was imme¬ 
diately interned in the Modelo de 
Barcelona prison. 

We petition for solidarity for his 
immediate release. 

Considering our interests, be¬ 
sides other initiatives we intend to 
take: 

-Publicize demands for his free¬ 
dom. 

-Demonstrate 

-Send telegrams to: 

D. Jose M a Ortiz Hernandez 
Juez Togado Militar 
Juzgado Togado Militar Ter¬ 
ritorial N°33 
Via San Fernando S/N 
50.007 Zaragoza 
SPAIN 

Director de: 

Prision de Hombres Modelo 
de Barcelona 
C/Entenza N°155 
08 029 Barcelona 
SPAIN 
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Text: Demand immediate release 
of David Marin Lecina. 

Total solidarity with our com- 
paiiero David. No military service. 
For refusal of submission. 

Salud Y Anarquia, 
Confederacio National del Treball 

Comite Regional de Catalunya 

Plaza Duque de Medinaceli, 6, 
entrl. I s 
08002 Barcelona 
Spain 

[Note: This is a very rough transla¬ 
tion from the original letter done by 
one who does not speak the lan¬ 
guage, i.e. me. -Lev]] 

Feeling sad 

Lev, 

After almost two years of not 
reading your paper all the way 
through, I digested the latest issue 
and found that the aspects of the 
project that- induced me to forego 
looking . at it previously have, 
unfortunately, remained. 

I know that the primary mean¬ 
ingful activity in your life is 
producing Anarchy and that you 
toil ceaselessly at your job in order 
to make enough money to put it 
out regularly. I admire your 
devotion and tenacity, but I also 
can’t help feeling sad because so 
much of the paper is filled with 
reprints and non-items. It seems 
like you’re trying to be the Utne 
Reader of the anarchist scene, with 
a little Factsheet Five thrown in. 
This trajectory is a waste of paper 
and of everyone’s time. 

Reprinting articles from extant 
publications (and books) is a waste 
when more than half of that same 
space could be used to write a 
brief (real) review of the entire 
publication or just the interesting 
articles, then giving the address so 
your readers could write to the 
publishers directly. Not only would 
that encourage more contact 
between individuals, but it also 
promotes further independent 
theorizing. Perhaps one or two 
items are worth reprinting in their 
entirety, but introductory notes 
could help. For example, if it was 
part of a larger tedious publication 
and you wanted to spare people 
from getting mired down in a 
useless exercise in trying to find it, 
or if it was only one example of 
the excellent caliber of the rest of 
a fine project. 

I consider your press review 
section to be non-items because 
the vast majority of the space is 
taken up by exhaustive lists of 
article titles. It’s very frustrating to 
read tables of contents since titles 
indicate little, if anything, about 
the content or context of the 
material. It would be better merely 
to list names and addresses of 
interesting publications, perhaps 
with a comment or two on the 
historical and/or philosophical 
tendency of the project (like "Ideas 
and Action is the mouthpiece of 
the WSA, the WSA being...”; "The 
Match! is concerned with atheism 
and rationalism...”; "Fifth Estate 
has consistently critiqued the 
foundations of civilization...’’; etc.). 
The point of a review is to tell the 
reader something about the 
publication and what’s in it, not 
just reprinting the titles of the 
articles. 

The other part of the paper that 
bothers me are your replies to 

Continued on next page 


Central Intelligence Agency 



The CIA announces... 

UNIQUE CAREER 
ASSIGNMENTS 

SUPPRESSING REBELLIONS 

OR OTHERWISE ALTERING THEIR OUTCOME 
in the US. and overseas 



We aren’t talking about a job, but a professional 
career that provides an uncommon measure of 
personal responsibility for crushing or diverting any 
challenge to authority. And the work is important. 

It answers the question: "How can I put my talents 
at the disposal of the most powerful men in my 
country?" 

Your assignments will require a willingness to 
employ torture or murder to extract information or 
compliance from uncooperative subjects. You must 
also be aware of the full range of more subtle 
interrogation techniques. 

Foreign Careers: You will receive exceptional training so as to terrorize 
insurgents overseas. You will produce results using local security forces 
who brutalize indiscriminately, making protests from such relics as politi¬ 
cal leaders, union organizers, and radical clergy appear subversive to 
the credulous. 

Engineers/Computer Scientists: Sophisticated conditioning is crucially 
needed for domestic order. You will contribute to it-refining the 
ensemble of constraints available from America's best industrial and 
academic resources. 

Analysts: You will work at the cutting edge of the obsession with 
information, preparing reports lor the President and other national 
policymakers so they can maintain stable investment climates worldwide 
for corporate expansion. 

Aihiiiidstivtors: You can apply your management skills and abilities to 
ensure that where insurrections succeed they will be forced to assume 
backward forms due to the selective assassinations and wholesale 
destruction you have helped array against them. Your efforts will help 
ensure absolute submission to the global priorities of capital-even from 
nationalist ideologies opposed to America’s hegemony. 

CIA careers demand an extraordinary cynicism, though a pretense of 
patriotism is indispensable, of course. Your assignments actually 
preserve a longstanding nationalism at the expense of others still 
emerging, so it will be hard to see why you shouldn’t sell what you 
know to whoever wants to pay for it. 

You must never confuse your counterparts in the disintegrating 
Socialist bloc with your mutual enemy: a revolutionary current that has 
no secrets. Expect no mercy from those who know that your secrets are 
one guarantee of repression. They will kill you whenever they can. 

If you think a professional career is worth a cruel death, you may have 
a future with the CIA. 

Anti-Authoritarians Anonymous, POB 11331, Eugene, OR. 97440 
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letters. You take advantage of 
editorial privilege to use readers’ 
letters as jumping off points for 
your rambling responses (although 
Michael in Demolition Derby defi¬ 
nitely gets the prize for intermina- 
bility). You wind up repeating 
yourself far too often for these 
polemics to have any entertain¬ 
ment or enlightenment value. The 
letters from dolts can nose-dive by 
themselves; the letters that pro¬ 
voke debate can be responded to 
in a more relaxed and less defen¬ 
sive manner. Showing everyone 
how cleverly you can turn a 
phrase, how well you can argue 
semantics, and how easily you get 
the last word in is boring. You 
have nothing to prove to anyone 
—your paper stands for itself. 

So my advice is to leave the 
compilationary ambition to Fact- 
sheet Five, leave the repetitions to 
Utne Reader, and use your position 
as editor to tell your readers about 
other projects as well as passing 
along topical information. Bigger 
isn’t necessarily better. 

L., San Francisco, CA. 

Essential for sanity 

Hello comrades, 

Here is my renewal. Please rush 
me the anti-work issue. I really 
enjoy you publication. I find it’s 
essential for my sanity to read 
articles that mirror my own views. 
Using that logic it’s kind of like 
going to church, eh? (Yikes!!) 
Anyway, keep up the good work. 
This planet will thank you. 

Sincerely, 
K.B., Waterford, MI. 

Spread good luck 

Dear Anarchy ,...reality check... 

All of creation is perfect. Every¬ 
thing in reality exists for a reason. 
The problem is that the human 
race is too blinded to understand. 
All things are perfect. Al! actions 
are perfect. All changes that can 
possibly occur are perfect. All 
people are perfect, and therefore, 
all are equal. None of these 
should be forced to pass the judg¬ 
ment of the human race, or, of 
any of its ideological constructions. 
Mistakes, disasters, and tragedies 
were meant to be lessons that we 
all should learn from. Where there 
is good luck, there are no catastro¬ 
phes. Where there is love, hope 
and faith, there is good luck. 
These open the mind, providing 
the awareness necessary to avoid 
learning lessons the hard way. 

The purpose of our existence is 
to spread good luck. It is because 
of good luck that creation, and the 
world as we know it, have come 
about. It can be done by spreading 
hope, love, and faith. Where these 
exist, there will be good luck. 

Good luck promotes change. It 
is "wild and spontaneous." It is 
absolutely accurate and efficient, 
putting changes in place exactly 
when and where they are needed. 
Because it cannot be bought or 
sold, there are no rules to go 
along with it. It must be given 
away free, providing a net benefit 
to the world in general (as op¬ 
posed to the most efficient capital¬ 
ist market transaction where every¬ 
one comes out even). The recipi¬ 
ent gets something that they could 
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only hope for, and, the benefactor 
gets an open heart. 

Whefe there is power of author¬ 
ity, there is a spiked boot, waiting 
to stomp on the open heart. In a 
power system, there is no desire 
for love, only a desire for more 
power. There is no awareness, only 
a recognition of the rules. Any one 
involved is influenced by fear, 
hate, and despair. These close the 
mind, and the heart. These destroy 
the spirit, and pervert desire. A 
closed mind exemplifies ignorance, 
and requires that the system be 
used as a crutch for survival. Out 
of ignorance, the rules become 
god, and to follow them becomes 
purpose. The "security" of belong¬ 
ing to the system is the substitute 
for awareness. 

The purpose for power in cre¬ 
ation is to rain down shit on shit- 
heads who refuse to learn the 
lessons of reality. Power destroys, 
and eventually, eliminates itself 
and its followers from reality. 
Shithead authorities use power to 
restrict change, because, in their 
detached minds, change is judged 
to be imperfect and undesirable. 
When changes continue to occur, 
they insist that more power, and 
more rules, are needed. An au¬ 
thority becomes blinded by its own 
fears of powerlessness and change, 
which feed on themselves until the 
entity is corrupted, sucked into 
ignorance. It cannot admit that it 
remains unaware of new realities. 
It will insist that its old reality is 
correct, and, that it must have 
more power to insure the security 
of its dependents. 

No authority is able to freely 
give away power. It must be main¬ 
tained to keep the crutch intact, 
and this is a heavy burden. The 
entity is imprisoned by the actions 
necessary to hold it. If it cannot 
restrict change, it must work more 
diligently and persistently to main¬ 
tain its position. Intellect is not 
necessary. Building a world of 
fear, hate, and dependence does 
not require wisdom. It does re¬ 
quire action, and perseverance. It 


will create more work, and more 
rules to follow. New rules need 
not have merit. Their purpose is to 
frustrate, causing fear, hate and 
despair, the precursors to igno¬ 
rance and dependence, which are 
the requirements of proliferation 
for any unconscious power system. 
The rules are designed to feed and 
maintain the system, not for effi¬ 
ciency in the development of 
world progress. 

Should the power system be 
allowed to destroy itself through 
ignorance? What can be done to 
stop it from destroying us first? 

Where there is power of author¬ 
ity, there are no solutions. It can¬ 
not be to subscribe to the rules, 
requiring the use of fear, hate, 
despair, ignorance and depen¬ 
dence. It must be by using hope, 
love, faith, awareness, and good 
luck. 

Participate in spontaneous, ca¬ 
pricious acts of hope. Follow your 
inspiration, and do things you 
believe in. This may inspire others 
to act. Perform aimless gestures 
for the incubation of world love. 
Spread good luck. Every degree of 
good luck added to the world is a 
hammer blow against authority. It 
undermines dependence. It is 
untraceable, and beyond reproach. 
The most efficient actions are the 
ones without specific purpose, 
making someone’s world better for 
no particular reason. 

Any action that enters reality 
should be considered as perfect 
and above judgment. Some will 
teach. Some will motivate. Some 
will arouse inspiration. Some will 
be lessons learned the hard way. 
When awareness is maintained, 
and actions are inspired by hope, 
love and faith, the world will bene¬ 
fit. The "players" have adopted the 
rules. These actions are beyond 
the rules. They force thought by 
those whose only thinking is di¬ 
rected towards "how to play the 
game." Why not blow their minds 
with world progress? 

Good luck, 
T.H., Saint Louis, MO. 


The last letter on 

Love and Rage? 


We stand by everything 
we said 

"Sexism is the last resort of 
scoundrels." 

This best describes the feeble 
efforts of Chris Day to rebut the 
attacks by Keith Preston, Beth, 
George and myself against Love 
and Rage in the Jan./Feb. ’90 
Anarchy. Instead of answering the 
questions we raise, he throws "sex¬ 
ist," "patriarch," "sectarian" and 
"obstructionist" around quite free¬ 
ly. Hardly much of a defense. 

Surely, Ned Day must see all 
readers of @ periodicals as fools 
to expect reasonable people to 
heed his hysterical strident ravings. 
In response to our reasonable 
factual presentations concerning 
the deception and centralist ten¬ 
dencies of Love and Rage Day 
responds with lies and name-call¬ 
ing. We stand by everything we 
said in the Jan./Feb. ’90 Anarchy. 
Unfortunately for the Love and 
Rage crowd, the Mar./April ’90 


Anarchy includes harsh attacks by 
X (NYC) and K. Eliot (Madison, 
WI). As Eliot said, "various people 
in the @ movement regard him 
(Gunderson) as being a vanguard- 
ist." We never met Eliot or Pres¬ 
ton before the Nov. Chicago meet¬ 
ing, yet they are saying the same 
things as us. 

Factsheet Five describes LAR as 
"in form and content, seems very 
close to being yet another tedious 
leftist paper looking for parades to 
get in front of.” It continues, "the 
paper, which supports the notion 
that the Revolution is just around 
the comer worldwide—if only we 
can get the ‘fighting movement’ 
they support." 

Recently, Mike Gunderloy, FT/iA 
Estate, Laure A., Mel Most, The 
Match! and others have written 
critical things concerning Gunder- 
day’s crowd and the RSL. Laure 
A. says it best, in North America 
"a hundred shades of communists 
are passing themselves off as anar¬ 
chists to fulfill their political agen¬ 


da." With this many critiques, from 
people who have many other dis¬ 
agreements, opposition to Gun- 
derda/s would-be central commit¬ 
tee can not be considered the 
sectarian obstructionism that Ned 
suggests. 

Every effort of Day, Falk, Dr. 
Dennis Stempler, Denise Unora 
and a very few others since Sum¬ 
mer ’87 has been to create a fed¬ 
eration in their image. Our letter 
points this out. X’s letter (Mar./- 
April Anarchy) speaks well to this 
point and tells of the failure of 
Day’s crowd to set this federation 
up at the Atlanta ’88 meeting. 
These organization freaks were 
also unable to get the federation 
approved at Philadelphia ’89. Fi¬ 
nally in Chicago with 20 + RSLers, 
their federation was founded. The 
half page political statement of 
LAR is just a variation on the one 
Gunderday attempted to get ac¬ 
cepted at the Atlanta meeting. No 
other North American @ paper 
has such a long political statement, 
not even half as long. But then, 
LAR isn’t a paper. It is a hybrid of 
the RSL. Only a political organiza¬ 
tion would need such a long state¬ 
ment. Chicago Love and Rage 
(local branch of the federation) 
has already held a very favorable 
meeting on the world famous 
anarchist Malcolm X. 

Dear reader, you have probably 
never heard of the Jan. ’88 Philly 
or even Chgo. Nov. ’89 LAR meet¬ 
ings. This has been our biggest 
complaint about the direction of 
the @ movement. A handful of 
people is attending these meetings 
and making decisions for hundreds 
of other @s. Most of us don’t 
have the time or money to go or 
never find out about many of 
these meetings. We have com¬ 
plained about this problem for 
three years. For the ’89 San Fran¬ 
cisco gathering we circulated a 
survey to involve as many people 
as possible in the process of plan¬ 
ning that gathering. Bay city orga¬ 
nizers sent us favorable letters 
about our attempt to open up the 
process that had become more 
centralized at the Mpls. ’87 and 
Toronto ’88 gatherings. 

If you don’t attend their yearly 
planning meetings or sign the 
MAILING LIST at the yearly 
gatherings, you don’t count. There 
was no mass mailing about the 
Nov. LAR meeting. Because al¬ 
most no @s knew about this meet¬ 
ing, the overwhelming majority 
attending were "safe" leftists from 
RSL, Hayday, RABL and Mayday. 
As we said in our letter, 4 of the 9 
non-aligned people, Preston, Eliot, 
Tom (Arizona) and Lance 
(Chgo.), would not support LAR. 
By denying knowledge of this 
meeting to more @s, most likely 
you had no opportunity to go to 
Chgo. Atlanta and Philly were 
better publicized and in an area 
where more people might attend. 
For these reasons more @s at¬ 
tended, trashing Leon Gunder- 
da/s efforts to set up a politburo. 

About Ned’s lies 

1) Nothing I did in Nov. ’89 
could be construed as sexist. Fun¬ 
ny, Keith P., Beth, Jon, George, 
myself and Mike Hargis can not 
remember any such behavior. I en¬ 
gaged in no such actions. For Day 
and his immediate crowd, anyone 
that opposes them is by definition 
sexist. Hardly the case. I spoke 4 
or 5 times for a total of 10-15 


minutes. Never spoke out of turn 
and patiently waited until I was 
called. I never screamed at anyone 
or spoke louder than necessary for 
40 + people in a good size room to 
hear. Beth Maas in our second 
letter says the following: 

"Despite their fear of our disrupt¬ 
ing the meeting, it never happened. 
We acted very politely. We never 
interrupted their charade. But a 
certain would-be thug from Mpls., 
Kieran, leered and threateningly 
stared at us the entire time we were 
there on Friday. And while Fred 
was speaking in turn, he told Fred 
to shut up. George and then Fred 
responded by telling him to shut up. 
At this point Kieran made a menac¬ 
ing gesture toward us. George re¬ 
sponded in a defensive way. Several 
of the clique screamed sexism.But 
these hypocrites completely ignored 
the macho behavior of Kieran that 
caused the incident." 

The real macho behavior is the 
call to fighting cops today, that 
Gunderday and his crowd are 
constantly guilty of. Their repeated 
calls to take to the streets has 
almost no support in the move¬ 
ment. These constant irresponsible 
efforts to get other people hurt or 
arrested reminds us of LARs ideo¬ 
logical allies, the Yippies, Abbie 
Hoffman and Jerry Rubin of years 
ago. Day also serves the same 
function of discrediting today’s @ 
movement as the Yippie creeps of 
20 years ago damaged the anti-war 
movement. It should be no sur¬ 
prise that the authorities might 
monitor a wannabe Castro like 
Ned Day. 

2) Did we expose Ned Gunder¬ 
son/Chris neo-Trotsky? Hell NO! 
At the beginning of the LAR plan¬ 
ning meeting Fri. Nov. 24 1989, 
George asked who is this Ned Day 
who was writing most of the crap 
in support of the paper. Gunder¬ 
son matter of factly said it’s me. In 
front of nearly 50 people, many of 
whom Day could not know, he 
identified Ned Day as Chris Gun¬ 
derson. If he was worried about 
his cover why did he expose it to 
so many strangers? 

In reality most anarchists who 
have been following Day’s efforts 
to gain power very much suspected 
Day of being Gunderson. I am 
certain that the authorities have 
known for awhile. Only the casual 
follower of the @ scene would not 
be aware of this connection. And 
since most @s don’t follow these 
centralists by choice, or as we have 
repeatedly pointed out, because 
information about their struggles 
to gain power is hard to come by. 

3) The LAR crowd are typical 
leftist lying sacks of shit. Day and 
Kieran in Anarchy and other plac¬ 
es repeatedly talk about the thou¬ 
sands of their followers. But at a 
demo in the Twin Cities recently 
they could only get 40 people. 
Doesn’t say much for their @ 
movement when in one of the five 
biggest hotbeds of @ they could 
only attract 40. But Day and his 
crowd are exactly like the Yippies 
and Weather-people of 20 years 
ago. They want other people to 
get arrested or hurt in these ab¬ 
surd actions. 

These days of action have cost 
the movement many thousands of 
dollars (there has never been an 
accounting for the bail funds on 
any of these events), countless 
arrest warrants and press that 
many @s have a hard time dealing 
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with. Regardless o f what Day says, 
the revolution is not right around 
the comer. There is a large 
amount of educational work to be 
done before we can start any ef¬ 
fective action. Our movement has 
very, very, very little support. 

The things we do must be based 
on a realistic evaluation of the 
world and our movement. LAR’s 
analysis of the world is directed at 
creating the most intense possible 
confrontation with the powers that 
be as soon as possible, hopefully 
tomorrow. That they could get 
only a couple hundred of the over 
1,500 in San Francisco, is an indi¬ 
cation of their support. Why they 
want our movement prematurely 
repressed, as Hoffman and Rubin 
worked so hard to do 20 years 
ago, is a question for all of us to 
ask. And if they bring this suppres¬ 
sion down, it will hit all of us. 
They claim that governmental 
harassment radicalizes people. 
Such repression has also been 
often known to scare people away. 
There is certainly some similarity 
between the RCP and LAR. Ques¬ 
tions for LARI Jimmy (New Or¬ 
leans) of the council wrote that 
the addresses of the members 
would appear in Lxrve and Rage. 
Why hasn’t this information been' 
provided? Obviously all correspon¬ 
dence must go through central 
RSL control in NYC. 

With a majority of womyn on 
the council, why have less than a 
third of the articles in the paper 
been authored by womyn? 

Why does the cover of LAR 
look so much like a scandal sheet 
you might see at the grocery store 
check out line? 

Why are there no Canadians on 
the council? 

A Canadian, Mike, wrote us: 
"He (Day) is well known, of course, 
as you point out—literally hundreds 
of people have been put off by his 
just-let-me-read-out-this-statement- 
and-can-we-end orse-i t-as-quickly- 
as-possible antics. Gunderson ig¬ 
nores or rather bald-facedly denies 
the most obvious feature of the 
LAR crowd, their leftism. This is 
too well documented. Day’s own 
ravings in the last Torch, about 
national liberation movements, 
along with other rants make it hard 
to deny it." 

You have probably read nothing 
about any of these meetings until 
very recently. It is no coincidence 
that few people were informed 
about these meetings. The LAR 
crowd makes it to every planning 
meeting. Our not knowing about 
these meetings makes it impossible 
for @s to get there and make the 
meeting Anarchist, not neo-Trot- 
skyite. Gunderday calls for democ¬ 
racy. Surely he means democratic 
centralism. I call for complete 
disclosure and the broadest possi¬ 
ble participation. LAR in the inter¬ 
est of mis-information: 1) Com¬ 
pletely ignores all criticism we 
have made against them, 2) Bare¬ 
ly says anything about the 2Vi 
year struggle they had to get it 
together & 3) Says nothing of 
Day’s $4,800 a year commissar 
salary and $600-1- per month pick 
up of the RSL lease on their 
space. There is almost no end to 
the crap on LAR. But I must end 
because of space limitations by 
quoting Factsheet Five, 'The un¬ 
derlying message seems to be 
something like ‘Cops are pigs, 
violence is cool.’ Overall, there’s 


an uncanny resemblance to the 
average boring commie paper with 
a different set of buzzwords." 

At a later date I shall write 
more about the RSL entrism into 
our movement. But the real point 
is it isn’t just Fred, Beth, George 
and Keith against LAR and the 
RSL. It is also Jon, Derek, Mike, 
Lance, Mike H., Karen Eliot, X 
(NYC), Sam Dolgoff, Resurgence, 
Mike Gunderloy, Fifth Estate, Tom 
(Arizona), Laure A. and many 
others that have a problem with 
these centralist provocateurs. 
Working on getting together a 
collection of these writings. Write 
if you are interested. 

For freedom and openness, 
not secrecy and lies, 
Fred Majer 
Box 163 

1340 W. Irving Park Rd. 

Chicago, IL. 60613 

[Note: Unfortunately, though this 
letter was received quite awhile ago, 
it was misplaced and thus missed 
publication in an earlier issue. We 
apologize for running it so long after 
it was written. -Lev] 


We humans have choice 

I do not own a typewriter nor 
do I have access to one. My life is 
one filled with poverty and joy. My 
life is what I choose it to be. Re- 
monstration: We humans, unless 
convinced by our egos or lack of 
it, (religion and science) merely 
ponder through life with no con¬ 
tact to nature or god, believing we 
are not contacted to either, having 
no proof of such. Morbid as this 
may sound, however, try this out 
for your philosophical files. Picture 
a living organism, which is not 
connected to man—say a microor¬ 
ganism, like an amoeba, in the sea. 
It is bom into health, grows and 
functions, ages, withers and dies. 


This is, as we humans see it (oh 
great gift of understanding!), the 
life cycle. Upstep the complexity 
of the life form, to a human, per¬ 
chance Homo sapiens. Same life 
cycle. Sure there are mitigating 
factors, but it is basically the same 
thing. Life, then death. Once cast 
into that frame of existence, no 
retreat. Living things die! Now, 
you peoples, consider the Earth. Is 
it alive? There is speculation that 
there are other forms of life than 
the physically substantial carbon 
units we call life. Energy, though 
its form may change, is still ener¬ 
gy. The Earth has been around for 
awhile—4 billion + years’ some 
say. That’s a long time for a mass 
of energy to sustain its life. May¬ 
be, in its "old age" it suscepted to 
"disease.” "What?" you ask. Simple. 
As it ages, it contracts humankind, 
a quite serious germ. We ravage 
her, pick her bones, pluck her 
eyes, tear her skin. Soon she can 
no longer, take the abuse, and she 
dies. No longer capable of sustain¬ 
ing her own life, the parasites on 
her back cannot even sustain their 
lives. Somewhere else, a new plan¬ 
et is bom, and opening its mouth, 
spews lava and magma all over its 
smooth crust. What’s the point of 
this bizarre over-amplified ecologi¬ 
cal science fiction story? That we 
humans have some choice. I could 
have written a piece on the gov¬ 
ernment as a machine, searching 
horribly for people to snatch up 
into its wired and glistening maw 
of razors. I could have written it 
on my shoelaces (but didn’t cause 
I only have 1 pair) and mailed it 
to you in a body bag (if I had the 
funds). My point is that we have 
choice, the choice to be free (or 
cheap if you want). The body may 
be limited by bars (as mine has 
been) or gravity (as I’m sure it’s a 
common experience with daily 
occurrence reported everywhere). 


But only the individual person 
limits the mind in their body. (I’m 
channeling Nogk between puffs of 
a peyote cigar right now. Om.) So 
wherever you are, free your mind 
first. Then work on the other 
things. Free it from idealism, con¬ 
formity, individualism, doubt, pain, 
grief, belief and yourself. All is 
one (one what, I don’t know, not 
sure it matters and don’t care 
anyhow). When you come to real¬ 
ization that your mind is free, it’s 
a cannonball. Hits you hard. Mine 
appeared in the form of a small 
farm and a few animals for com¬ 
pany. And a stack of papers that 
spoke to me and said that I was 
the sole writer of my script and 
that I could arrange the play any 
way I chose. (Poor spelling and 
all.) I could have chosen to be a 
mad anarchist bomber, a capitalist 
minded businessman or a de¬ 
ranged psychotic politician. But it 
was choice. See, if you’re not free 
chances are you’re cheap, and if 
you are I have $1.29 in change. 
Maybe we can bargain. And edi¬ 
tor—what’s this typed letter bull- 
crap? Trying to make things easier 
for yourself by eliminating a mi¬ 
nority you fascist scum? (Maybe I 
should become a capitalist so I can 
buy a typewriter. That way I’ll get 
some appreciation around here.) 

USA out of the Americas, 
Free me! 

D.D., Kalama, WA. 

Earth First! Rendezvous 

Dear Earth Firstiers & supporters, 
Organization is under way for 
this year’s Earth First! Rendezvous 
in the Green Mountains of Ver¬ 
mont from Monday, August 5, to 
the action on Monday, August 12. 
One reason we are mailing this 
out so early is so people can start 
thinking about what kinds of 
workshops they would like to host. 


We would like to see a broad 
range of workshops on everything 
from exchanges of tactical infor¬ 
mation to educational forums, 
from discussions of internal dy¬ 
namics to debates over the future 
of Earth First! We hope to create 
conditions for the most open 
forms of discussion possible in 
order to maximize democratic 
participation, to bring forth new 
and unpredetermined visions of 
what Earth First! is and could be, 
and to minimize susceptibility to 
government-sponsored divisive¬ 
ness. 

Please respond with ideas you 
have for specific workshops you or 
your group would like to facilitate 
or suggestions of how you would 
like to see the overall workshop 
scene structured. Also include the 
logistical needs of your workshops 
like: day/night, how long, how 
many sessions, early or late in the 
rendezvous, near or far from 
camp, etc.... 

Uncompromisingly yours, 
The Workshop Committee 
Earth First! RRR 

POB 174 

Burlington, VT. 05402-0174 

Seattle war resistance 

Hi, 

...Threw in a couple of flyers 
from the local resistance. Seattle is 
buzzing w/activity—60,000 
marched 3 nights ago. Federal 
Bldg, shut down all day long to¬ 
day—at least 600-800 there at any 
1 time. Long (5-20 miles) basically 
spontaneous marches of 500-2,000 
people have happened the last 2 
nights + lots of vigils, etc. too. No 
violence (or property destruction) 
except 1 car gunning it at 1 night 
march & injuring 1. Lefty pacifist 
organizing & control maniacs are 
rampant & obnoxious, but luckily 
they’re usually far outnumbered. 
Here’s hoping you all are doing 
what you can... 

Take care, 
K., Seattle, WA. 

Any Pennsylvania readers? 

Anarchy Readers, 

I live in York, PA. and would 
like to communicate with readers 
that live in the York, Lancaster, 
and Harrisburg area. 

I’ve been reading Anarchy al¬ 
most from the beginning and your 
publication improves with every 
edition. 

C.R. 

POB 2676 
York, PA. 17405 

Explore the unknown 

Hi Lev, 

In thinking about the anarchist 
subculture and getting beyond it, 
I’ve had to think about the role 
played by anti-authoritarian publi¬ 
cations. It may be that there is 
something in the nature of printed 
matter which will prove incapable 
of being a means for real critical 
interaction, but I am not yet con¬ 
vinced of this. (If I were, I’d stop 
writing for the periodicals I write 
for at present.) But I have been 
thinking that there are ways to 
make publications less the sup¬ 
portive structures of anarchist 
ideology and more invitations to 
theoretico-practical explorations of 
rebellion. These thoughts have 
Continued on next page 
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Explore the unknown 

Continued from previous page 

been inspired in part by recent 
readings of pamphlets by BM 
Chronos, BM Blob and BM Com¬ 
bustion in England. 

First, I would like to see jour¬ 
nals help advance theoretical/- 
practical explorations into the 
unknown. This would include arti¬ 
cles aimed at destroying "anar¬ 
chist” ideologies. It would also 
include critical examinations of 
practical expressions of theory. 
The purpose of this? A more intel¬ 
ligent and hard-hitting expression 
of rebellion. 

Second, I would like to see less 
space devoted to the formation/- 
activities of this, that or the other 
little anarchist group when these, 
all too often, seem to follow the 
same basic patterns and seem 
none too threatening. Instead, I’d 
like to see more descriptions and 
examinations of rebellious activi¬ 
ties ranging from individual acts to 
riots that spring from the real lives 
of people who don’t necessarily 
define themselves as anarchists. 
These could be presented either 
with or without critiques. Much 
information about such rebellion is 
quashed by the straight press, and, 
to me, such activities manifest 
much more the desire to create 
new ways of relating and destroy¬ 
ing society than do most anarchist 
groups. Such information could be 
spread further through flyers. 

Rather than trying to convert 
people to anarchism, we’d do 
better to share dreams, desires, 
passions—and information about 
the ways people elsewhere have 
actively expressed these things, 
info not found in most newspa¬ 
pers, but which could be available 
in anarchist papers. This would be 
a way that we could break down 
the walls that make the anarchist 
subculture. 

Be well, 

Feral Faun, Orlando, FL. 


Submit or fight! 

Editor, 

The United States government 
is out of control and is no longer 
made up of "we the people." 
America used to be a people’s 
government made up of the 
people, by the people, and for the 
people. This, unfortunately, is no 
longer the case. 

Democratic elections and our so 
called Representatives have been 
and are, bought and sold to the 
highest bidder. We Americans 
keep paying more in taxes, which 
in turn allows our government to 
give more and more to foreign 
governments so that American 
foreign investments of the rich and 
elite can be protected. Young 
Americans shed their blood to 
protect interests of the U.S. 
government which at the same 
time, are not in the interest of the 
American people. And finally, the 
U.S. government imprisons more 
of its citizens than any other 
nation in the world. 

Out of all of these, the most 
profound is the American people 
that our government seems to 
have no time for, which in turn 
causes more Americans to be 
jailed (out of sight out of mind). 
Our incarceration rate is 426 
people for every 100,000. South 
Africa is second for the number of 
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citizens its government incarcer¬ 
ates, and the Soviet Union comes 
in third with 268 out of every 
100,000 being locked up. 

The United States almost 
doubles the incarceration rate of 
the Soviet Union, who our govern¬ 
ment considers an evil empire that 
oppresses its people. Why is it that 
an alleged oppressive country like 
the Soviet Union puts less of its 
citizens in chains than does an 
alleged free society like the United 
States? 

And if that’s not good enough, 
let’s look at what our hypocritical 
government says about South 
Africa. They claim that the South 
African government is oppressive 
toward blacks, incarcerates blacks 
unjustly, and completely oppresses 
blacks to the point where they are 
locked up solely because of their 
color. How can our American 
government say things like this 
when the United States incarcer¬ 
ates 3,109 blacks for every 100,000, 
while the South African govern¬ 
ment only incarcerates 729 blacks 
for every 100,000? If you’re a 
black man, you’re 4 times as likely 
to be jailed in America than in 
South Africa. 

Just because America is called a 
democracy, doesn’t necessarily 
mean that we have a democracy. 
Our government is out of control! 
With elections being bought by the 
rich (both American and foreign), 
and our so called elected Repre¬ 
sentatives creating laws and regu¬ 
lations that the majority of their 
constituency do not wish to have 
enacted, the time has come for the 


American political scene to have a 
complete purge of all these so 
called elected leaders of ours. 

Few people realize it, but the 
United States Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence give Americans the right 
to overthrow their government 
with any means necessary. It reads 
in part: 

“We hold these truths to be self- 
evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by 
their creator with certain inalienable 
rights, that among these are life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
That to secure these rights, govern¬ 
ments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed, that when¬ 
ever any form of government be¬ 
comes destructive of these ends, it 
is the right of the people to alter or 
abolish it, and to institute a new 
government." 

The American people’s patience 
is not endless and the time is com¬ 
ing soon when "We the People" 
will have only two choices: submit 
or fight! I hope that when the 
time comes, we Arizonans stand as 
one as we abolish our oppressive 
officials and instill, under our 
same Constitution, new officials 
and representatives that are for 
the people and not against the 
people. We Americans/Arizonans 
shall not submit and therefore we 
have no choice but to fight back 
by all means within our power in 
defense of our children, their fu¬ 
ture and their freedoms. 

Viva La Revolution!! 

Sincerely, 
J.S., Fort Grant, AZ. 


Two letters fmm 

P.A.N.A.L. & Michael Stotts 


To hell with Anarchy 

Anarchy magazine and to whom it 
may concern, 

Members of the PA.NA.L. 
Organization have alerted us to 
the recent items published in 
Anarchy and the attack upon my 
personal character and motivations 
behind whatever I may do, or a 
decision I make concerning this 
organization. As the Founder of a 
worldwide prisoner support and 
political organization, I feel a need 
to publicly speak out on this 
injustice. 

Members, Followers and 
observers: At NO TIME did 
Anarchy magazine afford myself, 
my staff, or anyone at the 
PA.NA.L. Headquarters of the 
planned and intentional attack 
upon the good will of this organi¬ 
zation, nor did any of the Anarchy 
staff afford us the decency and 
respect to allow our response to 
the attack, leaving us appearing as 
though we do not care. Fact is, we 
just found out today. 

Instead, Anarchy chose to 
deliberately smear my name and 
reputation, and to place my life at 
risk (since I am incarcerated which 
is known) with such an act of 
sneaky and . obvious reasons. 
Anarchy magazine will be held 
accountable for any violence which 
could erupt as a direct result 
thereof. 

The PA.NA.L. Organization is 
now in the beginning stages of 


negotiation with the legal staff of 
this organization to reach a 
determination on whether to also 
proceed with legal action against 
Anarchy magazine. We are advised 
that this may be a good solution 
as well. We wish to assure our 
followers that Anarchy is nothing 
more than a bunch of lunatics 
preaching shit that even they do 
not understand. They have also 
always professed to be on the side 
of the prisoner, yet time has 
shown that Anarchy is as commit¬ 
ted to prisoner support efforts as 
they are talking shit...nothing 
more...SHIT! 

Finally, the claims printed by 
these maggots about me are, of 
course, untrue. I challenge anyone 
to validate such crap. I have been 
down for 20 years and have spent 
thousands of dollars to establish 
this organization and to build a 
productive and positive outlet for 
the prisoner. What the fuck has 
Anarchy done? TALK MORE 
SHIT. 

I’ll close by reminding Anarchy, 
the staff, and any other asshole 
who cares to hear it, by offering 
one bit of advice: You are playing 
with a powder keg...be careful and 
by all means remember that play¬ 
ing hardball with PA.NA.L. ain’t 
no game. 

TO HELL WITH ANARCHY 
MAGAZINE! MJ. Stotts 

Founder PA.NA.L. USA 
Box 4167 
Halfmoon, NY. 12065 


Lev replies ; 

An apology with 
some reservations 

We've learned from some of our 
readers who have responded to our 
request for comments on P.A.N.A.L. 
and M.J. Stotts [see pp. 29-31 in the 
letters column in issue #27/Winter 
'90-91 ] that we should ask for “docu¬ 
mentation' 1 of any charges of collab¬ 
oration with authorities such as 
those made against P.A.N.A.L. and 
Stotts. Upon consideration, we have 
decided that from this point on we 
will not print letters making charges 
of this nature that are sent without at 
least some sort of legal or media 
documentation. We apologize to 
M.J. Stotts and P.A.N.A.L. for not 
having adopted such a policy be¬ 
fore, but this is the first time such a 
problem has come up for us. 

Unfortunately, we also have to 
apologize if a copy of Anarchy #26 
(which contained the original letters 
questioning the integrity of 
P.A.N.A.L. and Stotts)failed to make 
it to P.A.N.A.L. in a timely way. K ap¬ 
pears that when the P.A.N.A.L. ad¬ 
dress was deleted from the “Anarchy 
contact list," it may have also been 
deleted from our mailing list, though 
I'm not entirely sure of this. At any 
rate we had every intention of send¬ 
ing a copy to P.A.N.A.L. so that 
Stotts and company could reply in 
the following issue. However, this 
may not have happened for a num¬ 
ber of possible reasons, including 
the occasional unreliability of the 
Post Office in delivering our outgo¬ 
ing mail (Third Class mail is notori¬ 
ous for being "lost" by the Post Of¬ 
fice). 

We still have several reservations. 
The first concerns the fact that three 
persons (including one who claims 
to have worked with P.A.N.A.L.) have 
so far written to us questioning the 
integrity of Stotts. Another person 
claims that Stotts told him (in corre¬ 
spondence) things which at least in 
part seem questionable. (Although, 
I also want to point out that three 
people have written to us generally 
supporting the work that P.AN.AL. 
and Stotts have done.) Our second 
reservation concerns the fact that in 
the rhetoric of the letter above, it 
seems fairly obvious that Stotts' 
commitment to an anarchist critique 
is questionable, given his repeated 
reference to himself as a "Leader" of 
his "followers," a type of relationship 
which virtually all anarchists criticize. 
Our third reservation concerns his 
quick resort to threats of "legal ac¬ 
tion" against this anarchist publica¬ 
tion—hardly a response which shows 
any thought given to how such mat¬ 
ters should be dealt with in the anar¬ 
chist milieu. Nor has he in any way 
sought to distinguish between the 
critical letters which appeared in our 
letters column, and the position of 
the staff of this magazine. The views 
expressed in our letters column by 
correspondents do not in any way, 
shape or form express the opinion of 
this magazine. We have no means 
for determining which side of any 
controversy appearing in our letters 
column is in the "right" or "wrong." 
And even "documentation" can be 
forged, altered or destroyed, espe¬ 
cially where the FBI or other govern¬ 
ment agencies are potentially in¬ 
volved. We depend upon our read¬ 
ers’ dialogue to help each person 
make up her or his own mind about 
such things. It should be abundantly 
clear to anyone who reads our re¬ 
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sponse to the letters containing the 
original charges, that we did not 
support them or condemn them, 
having no basis for taking either 
action. 

We hope Mr. Stotts will reconsider 
his reaction and address any future 
criticism to those who have actually 
made the accusations in their letters, 
rather than making threats against 
us. We would still appreciate hearing 
from any other readers who have 
had dealings, whether positive or 
negative, with P.A.N.A.L. or Stotts. 

At the mercy of fanatics 

Dear Anarchy, 

Anarchy #27 arrived a few days 
ago.Anarchy #26, with accusations 
against Michael Stotts, never did 
arrive. Therefore, I was not able 
to prepare a response to the alle¬ 
gations voiced in issue #26 until 
now. Surely, this letter will reach 
you in time for your next issue. 

I did secure a copy of issue #26, 
since I had heard about the allega¬ 
tions against Michael Stotts. I read 
the two letters from individuals in 
Memphis. I am concerned. Your 
publication of the two letters, 
without verification and documen¬ 
tation from the accusing individu¬ 
als places Stotts’ life and my own 
life in danger. I would have imag¬ 
ined that your editorial advisory 
group would have more thought¬ 
fully considered the ramifications 
of the allegations before placing 
two lives at the mercy of many 
fanatics. I realize that you have 
since adopted a policy which re¬ 
quires accusing individuals to sub¬ 
mit some documentation before 
you will publish the contents. 

Since you publish a journal 
whose nature is antagonistic to 
accepted social and political views, 
I really would have expected you 
to reason out and fully acknowl¬ 
edge the delicate nature of Stotts’ 
status within the federal prison 
system. Also, I would have expect¬ 
ed you to be sensible and sensitive 
to the delicate nature of Stotts’ 
status due to the nature of his 
case; the many suits he has initiat¬ 
ed against prison authorities; the 
present win in a major case 
against the federal authorities; and 
the nature of the activities through 
P A.NA.L. and Behind the Walk. 
Each one of these can present 
tremendous opportunity for set¬ 
ups, and accusations—in the hands 
of prisoners and cops. We have 
experienced the reality of both set 
ups and allegations before. Activi¬ 
ties which confront hierarchical 
structures and organizations like 
the federal or state prison systems 
must always be directed in ways 
which will not allow the predators 
to have room for attacks and 
counter attacks. I would have 
assumed you knew enough about 
Stotts’ case to respect and honor 
the person, his beliefs, his pursuit 
of truth and justice for himself 
(demonstrated through his activi¬ 
ties against BOP; demonstrated 
through his writings for BTW). 
Perhaps you had little available 
knowledge about Stotts’ case and 
the many pending suits. Yet, in 
recent times there have been many 
flyers and letters circulating on 
behalf of his pursuit. Many people 
are aware of the past set ups he 
has encountered, the life threats 
he has witnessed, and the false 
accusations he has had to receive. 
A tremendous amount of paper 
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has been generated in order to 
accurately inform people about his 
struggle against the powerful mon¬ 
olithic institution of the Justice 
Department and the Bureau of 
Prisons. My point—you have al¬ 
lowed questionable (I consider 
them to be questionable since no 
verified information was present¬ 
ed) individuals to control the lives 
of Stotts and myself. Shame. 

Now, about Barry Carpenter’s 
letter in Anarchy #27. Barry is 
certainly out of line when he 
brings Stotts and my relationship 
into the picture. How I met Stotts 
or why is of no concern to the fact 
that two individuals wrote dehu¬ 
manizing responses. Barry may 
have requested the court tran¬ 
scripts from Stotts, however, these 
are expensive to secure. If Barry 
needed them so desperately, he 
could have secured them since 
they are public documents. Again, 
this item in his letter does nothing 
more than provide for a cheap 
shot at someone who was attacked 
without proof. Barry’s responses, 
in my mind, place him in the same 


category with the two Memphis 
collaborators. 

Barry Carpenter writes that 
Stotts had no concept of anar¬ 
chism or anarchistic principles. 
Again, how can anyone who has 
lived an oppressed life through 
imprisonment and who has written 
about it and fought it and defend¬ 
ed himself against federal prosecu¬ 
tors not have at least some con¬ 
cept of anarchism. Barry, since 
when have you become the pro¬ 
found arbiter of who has appropri¬ 
ate concepts and who does not? 
Again, to have expressed your 
inner anger (whatever that may 
be) in the way you did in issue 
#27 does very little to prove or 
disprove Michael Stotts’ credibili¬ 
ty. Barry, you have often spoken 
highly about Michael Stotts’ plight, 
and you have publicly supported 
his cause, and you have comment¬ 
ed favorably on the ideals which 
he has expressed, especially those 
which oppose social, political and 
economic control by hierarchical 
organizations.'And, too, Barry, you 
have read Stotts’ writings in Be¬ 


hind the Walls. Tell me, don’t all 
of these demonstrate more than a 
cursory knowledge of anarchistic 
concepts? 

I am not sure what motives, 
devious or otherwise, Barry Car¬ 
penter had in mind when he wrote 
his letter in Anarchy #27. Yes, he 
worked on Behind the Walls. He 
supported its publications, encour¬ 
aged others to read and support it, 
and did contribute to it. He han¬ 
dled the prisoner pen pals and 
book program. I heard in August 
that he wished to stop working on 
the publication. I was never given 
an explanation. Since he had been 
recruited by Stotts to work on 
Behind the Walls, I left that issue 
for Stotts and Barry to resolve. I 
did have a few conversations with 
him, some of them of a personal 
nature which I assumed he would 
keep that way. I had no idea he 
would use my personal expressions 
to him as public humiliation 
against Michael Stotts. For all of 
this, I have to wonder, Barry, 
about your motives. 

I have no more to write. I have 


fully expressed my views. I wel¬ 
come honest and constructive 
dialogue at any time. However, 
dirty laundry belongs elsewhere. 

Sincerely, 
Ted Beardsley 
Editor, Behind the Walls 
POB 4167 
Halfmoon, NY. 12065 


Lapsed libertarian 

Hi, 

Writing as a lapsed libertarian 
who knows good synchrony when 
it thwacks him round the head, 
please receive this as a minor 
grovel or major compliment to the 
general quality of Anarchy: A Jour¬ 
nal of Desire Armed. 

I just get the impression that 
the brand of Anarchy being por¬ 
trayed by your paper seems to 
have at last broken with the tradi¬ 
tion of old-style U.K. Anarchism 
that still wallows in its post-Lud- 
dite quagmire. 

Many thanks for being. 

J.B., London, England 

Thoughts on actions 

Hello Lev, 

A friend of mine and I were 
recently in Mexico City. We talked 
to some of the people working on 
the next anarchist conference. 
They had their first meeting when 
we were there. They are planning 
to have a conference some time in 
’91. They didn’t tell us exactly 
when. 

I also talked to a friend in San 
Francisco. It sounds like they will 
help things out in the states by 
doing mailings and benefits. It’s 
still pretty early for ’91. I don’t 
know of one happening in the 
states this year. 

Here are some thoughts on 
anarchist actions: 

When doing an action it’s im¬ 
portant to know why and how. 
Relevant information should be 
discussed. Here are some impor¬ 
tant questions to consider before 
- doing an action. 

Is the action offensive or defen¬ 
sive? Are you taking over a squat 
for people to live in or trying to 
stop a neighborhood bully or a 
cop or a gang or crack dealers? 
Will the target retaliate and ex¬ 
pand their forces? 

How much do you want to risk? 
Do you have enough power to 
carry out the action with confi¬ 
dence? Are members of the com¬ 
munity involved and will they 
support the action? How will the 
community respond? Are there 
forces which will try to isolate and 
destroy what you’re doing? Is it a 
volatile issue? Will it spark other 
people into action? 

Does the action include or ex¬ 
clude people? If the goal is de¬ 
fined in the right way, the action 
can include different ways of get¬ 
ting the same thing done. For 
example, in an action to stop a 
factory from operating, some peo¬ 
ple will use civil disobedience, 
others may want to lock or weld 
the gates shut or put up barricades 
the night before without getting 
caught. The end result is the same, 
the means is a little different to 
accommodate for different people. 
This action includes people. 

How do you document what 
happened? Who do you want to 
know about it or not to know 


about it? Will you leave it to the 
straight press to distort the mean¬ 
ing and intention of the action? 
Do you know of reporters from 
the alternative scene who an get it 
into a paper quickly? 

It’s a good idea to consider the 
thoughts of people who have done 
similar actions. Don’t let these 
thoughts make or break your ac¬ 
tion. Ultimately, you have to make 
the decisions for yourself and live 
with the consequences. 

Karen Eliot, Madison, WI. 

A response to Chris Flash’s 
letter on Sabotage Books 

Dear Lev, 

We are writing as former mem¬ 
bers of the Sabotage collective, in 
response to Shadow editor Chris 
Flash’s letter in Anarchy #27 con¬ 
cerning the closing of Sabotage 
Books in NYC. First of all, he 
accuses us (the Black Cat faction 
in the Sabotage split) of putting 
out a pamphlet "to cover up” what 
we did. We covered up nothing. 
The pamphlet clearly states that 
we did in fact terminate the lease 
agreement for the 96 Saint Marks 
Place storefront. However, this 
was not the "closing" of the store. 
We had no responsibility to hold 
the lease for anyone but the Sabo¬ 
tage collective which had already 
fallen apart. It collapsed when 
Lori returned to the store, after 
she had quit a few weeks earlier 
and withdrew her $1,000 invest¬ 
ment, and demanded she be rein¬ 
stated over the objections of four 
collective members. She then used 
mob rule to accomplish what she 
could not do through intimidation 
and bullying. Chris Flash support¬ 
ed her in this along with three 
other collective members. Sabo¬ 
tage "closed" when a collective of 
freely associating individuals were 
no longer able to reach agree¬ 
ments because of the actions of an 
individual who insisted things be 
done her way and publicly accused 
those collective members who 
disagreed with her of being racists. 
The dispute arose over a picture 
of Nelson Mandela that Lori had 
placed in the window even though 
five collective members including 
myself had previously stated our 
objection to this type of window 
display. All this at a time when 
Mandela was in NYC meeting 
with our oppressors; the Mayor 
and the city officials who try to 
evict us from the homes we have 
created and who send their police 
armies against anarchists, squat¬ 
ters, homeless people, and others 
who are struggling here in NYC. 
We had also read the reports 
about the ANC justifying the use 
of torture by stating that the vic¬ 
tims were anarchists. As a compro¬ 
mise I, Dave, had suggested that 
we simply put Nelson Mandela’s 
book in the window. This was not 
acceptable to Lori even though we 
had agreed long before this dis¬ 
pute to only put things we all 
agree on in the window display. 

Flash refers to us as "armchair 
anarchists" in his Shadow article. 
As Chris Rash very well knows, all 
of Black Cat were squatting on the 
Lower East Side at the time of 
Sabotage’s demise. We’d call reha¬ 
bilitating, occupying, and defend¬ 
ing buildings against the will of 
the state, action. Squatting is 
something Flash only writes about. 

Continued on next page 


WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A MAN 
DECIDES TO DO SOMETHING • 

ABOUT HIS FUTURE! 
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My name is Clarence Shivers. I 
have been working at Sir Puffy’s * 
for six years. I enjoy earning 
minimum wage. This is the only 
job I've ever had. I'm not 
qualified to do anything else. 

I’ll probably be working here 
the rest of my life. I wish 
I was dead. Have a nice dayl 
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Response on Sabotage 

Continued from previous page 

Except for one member of his so- 
called "action faction” none have 
ever squatted although they pro¬ 
fess to speak in the name of the 
Lower East Side squatters. 

Flash was not an insider at Sab¬ 
otage. He only took responsibility 
for opening and watching the store 
for one day out of the ten months 
we were open. The article in Shad¬ 
ow #13 that was written by Flash 
(although credited to Lamont 
Cranston—the Shadow from the 
old radio show) is merely a series 
of personal attacks and lies, as 
told to him by Lori, and deals 
little with the actual dispute or the 
decision making process we used 
at Sabotage. He makes a point of 
exposing our pseudonyms and 
even published a photo with the 
subject’s legal name in the caption. 

Flash also covers his favorite 
subject: money. He accuses us of 
not paying off debts, we did not 
pay the Sabotage debt to the Sha¬ 
dow and have no intention of 
doing so. We have paid Anarchy, 
Profane Existence, @ Distribution, 
Left Bank Distribution, Squat or 
Rot, World War 3 Illustrated and 
others. Rash should live up to his 
obligations as a former collective 
member and assume responsibility 
for the Sabotage debt to his own 
paper, the Shadow. 

Did Flash write back to tell you 
their new bookstore, May Day 
Books, closed the day after it 
opened? It seems he couldn’t get 
along with Lori either. He and his 
associate kicked Lori out after a 
fiasco at the grand opening event 
that Lori had organized. He kept 
the storefront they had rented and 
reopened as A Central. Now he 
has gone through the experience 
of trying to work with Lori at May 
Day and has seen how far that 
went. We would like to put this 
matter to rest once and for all so 
that everyone involved in this 
dispute can get on to the serious 
political work we have ahead of 
us. 

Mary Shelley & Dave Lawrence, 
POB 1737 
New York, NY. 10009 

Powerplay for oil 

Dear Lev, 

I just wanted to write and thank 
you (Anarchy) for the issues I have 
received while I was here in pris¬ 
on. But I am now happy to say 
that I will be getting out in late 
February, so there is no need to 
send the next issue here. As soon 
. as I hit the streets (Eureka, Cal.) 
I will send in the full amount for a 
year’s subscription. I want you to 
know that Anarchy has been very 
inspiring and thought provoking 
for me. When I get up to the 
Eureka area I plan to get in touch 
with other anarchists I have 
learned that live up there. I want 
to leant and do all I can to help 
the anarchy movement (for free¬ 
dom). 

So what do you think of about 
the conflict in the Persian Gulf? I 
think it sucks. Just another exam¬ 
ple of govemment(s) fucking over 
the people. All I really know 
about the issue is what I read in 
the newspapers, and watch on TV, 
so I don’t know anything that 
resembles the truth, except what I 
know in my heart, that it is just a 


powerplay for oil ($). I know that 
Bush don’t give a fuck about the 
people of Kuwait or their greedy 
little king. And as far as Saddam 
Hussein goes, I think he is a fuck¬ 
ing asshole too, (but then again all 
I know about him is what I read in 
U.S. papers—probably lies). Bush 
says that the world is outraged at 
the terrorist Hussein for bombing 
innocent Jews in Israel, shit, what 
the hell do the people think Bush 
is doing by bombing Baghdad, he’s 
killing innocent people. Bush is 
the biggest terrorist of them all. In 
a way I hope the Iraqis blow up 
the oil field’s. What a bum that 
would be for Bush and his money 
hungry war machine, but then 
again, on the other hand it would 
be an environmental disaster that 
could cause serious damage to 
Mother Earth and a lot of peoples 


Girl Love responds to the 
"Children’s Sexuality" issue 

Dear Mr. Chemyi, 

We have discovered somewhat 
belatedly that your magazine was 
kind enough to reprint some of 
our newsletter. Thanks. We seem 
to have generated little discussion 
or even mention in all the letters 
printed about that special issue of 
yours on children’s sexuality. You 
did pick our tamest pieces, but still 
I found the lack of specific con¬ 
demnation strange. 

One writer did criticize our 
using "pedophile" as descriptive of 
something good and bade us to 
forage for new, more exact (and 
no doubt lengthy) terms that have 
yet to be annexed by the enemy 
camp. He seemed to understand 
our jest in using the words we did 
and the ideas behind our choices 
yet felt a humorless approach 
more appropriate. We do not. 

In contrast to the theorists and 
daydreamers who know how best 
this world should be run-down to 
its littlest inhabitant—we are prac¬ 
titioners of our beliefs. And we 
practice with a smile and laugh at 
our weaknesses as well as those of 
our opponents. Inventing impene¬ 
trable phrases isn’t how we like 
spending our time. The problem 
with terms describing aspects of 
child sex is not one of words but 
of unexamined and unshakable 
plerophory against the very 
thought of pairing children with 
anything hinting of positive sexual¬ 
ity. 

But I’m not writing to argue 
language. I wish to offer my ap¬ 
preciation of your openness on 
this subject. We agree heartily 
with most of the notes you inter¬ 
jected in those several replies to 
letter writers. It’s a brave stance to 
suggest that not only might the 
figures that children are molested 
four times on average before their 
first birthday be a little high, but 
that maybe some instances of 
intergenerational on-getting don’t 
produce mass murders later in life. 

Our country allows (demands) 
one point of view. The victim is 
practically worshipped in our pres¬ 
ent society. Studies call for volun¬ 
teers who were "sexually abused" 


that don’t have anything to do 
with all that bullshit, and I don’t 
want that. All I know is that 
what’s going on over there is 
wrong. And a lot of people are 
going to die before it’s all over. I 
speak out against the war in here 
all the time, and was surprised to 
find out that most of the inmates 
are behind Bush. I tell them they 
are a bunch of brainwashed dick¬ 
heads and try to reason with them. 
But they won’t listen. Good news, 
though. There are a few good 
anarchists in here that feel just 
about the same way I do. 

Oh well. Keep up the good 
work, and I will be in touch as 
soon as I get out. 

Power to the people, 
Peace, love, @narchy, 
M.R., Douglas, AZ. 


as children. Ever see a request for 
subjects who had satisfying rela¬ 
tionships, with dirty old men, while 
they were in elementary school? 
You find what you look for, and if 
you’re looking for assholes who 
hurt kids you will find them. They 
are damned sure out there. As you 
point out, this unworthiness in a 
practitioner does not necessarily 
condemn the practice. 

In fact few practices can be 
condemned because of anecdotal 
evidence. This would lead to the 
end of Little League, far fewer 
piano players, a crash in the 
school rolls, and a change in every 
aspect of life. Not that this would 
necessarily be bad. But that kids 
get messed up in school doesn’t 
justify in itself the concept that 
education should be abandoned. 

One area you mentioned briefly 
was the sexual abuse of children 
by neglect and negativism. Few 
advocates of innocence appear 
angry or preach the need for inter¬ 
vention when a child is beat for 
masturbating or perhaps even 
asking questions parents believe 
best left unthought. Where are the 
descending hordes of do-good 
social workers and child protectors 
in these cases? Who tells Judy 
that, no, she’s not going to Hell 
just because mommy said so? Who 
suggests mommy ought to get a 
couple of years for her crime? 
From my own experience I suspect 
many more damaged lives come 
from too little intimacy during 
childhood than from too much. 

Kids having problems, when 
grown, from sexual abuse during 
their young years always cite vio¬ 
lence and general uncaring on the 
part of the adult. The stuff that 
adds the horror to TV movies is 
not the sex a six-year-old might 
experience but the manner she is 
brought to it—with lies at best and 
probably by beatings and torture. 
We are trained (conditioned) to 
see this as the only way a child 
could "agree" to have sex with an 
adult. This isn’t true! No one who 
knows kids or has been around 
them can deny children’s interest 
in. sex. A child actually has to be 
taught not to be sexual with those 
she loves. Given acceptance all 
around sexual intimacy will occur. 


Shouldn’t this naturalness at least 
be explored? 

Some of your letter writers 
express the hope there will be an 
outpouring of literature from the 
children involved with sex—whe¬ 
ther abusive or eagerly sought. 
There may be an isolated example, 
but don’t place high hopes in this. 
A child is born both hungry and 
homy and seeks from the first to 
satisfy her needs. Some things take 
time, experience, and growth. 
Writing is one of them (sex is not, 
any more than eating). Kids don’t 
write about their sexual fun with 
the old man next door for the 
same reasons kids don’t write 
about what it feels like to hit a 
home run or about how boring it 
is to have to sit through the 
preacher’s sermon. What little that 
is written is usually filtered 
through someone’s harsh editing 
with all that person’s prejudices 
inserted. Much like the popular 
ploy of interpreting child art. Susie 
draws an angry picture and the 
experts can tell us it’s because 
somebody’s diddling where they 
shouldn’t. Susie draws a happy 
picture, it’s because she’s repress¬ 
ing unpleasant events. 

What is best in confronting a 
child’s sexuality? Our policy now is 
denial. A child has no sexuality so 
any activity here must be viewed 
as imposed from outside the 
child’s sphere. If you accept that 
humans have sexual feelings and 
curiosity from birth, you must deal 
with things differently. We are an 
anti-sex culture and so try our best 
to demand our children view sex 
with repulsion. We think people 
don’t become sexual creatures 
until their teens only because by 
that time kids are big enough and 
smart enough to challenge their 
repression successfully. Unfortu¬ 
nately they may well carry the 
scars of that repression into their 
adult years. 

As long as we ourselves hate sex 
we will use children in an effort to 
purify our own sins by using them 
and their lovers for sacrifices. Yes, 
children need to be protected. 
There is abuse. Children should be 
believed when they seek relief 
from unwanted advances. They 
must also be believed when they 
deny anyone is hurting them in¬ 
stead of being counseled and ana¬ 
lyzed into believing themselves 
victims of assaults they previously 
called fun. 

I suppose the biggest miscon¬ 
ception about adult-child sex is 
that it consists of nearly the same 
activity as. between adults. Almost 
never is this the case. It’s a pretty 
gentle affair. Nearly all the child 
prostitutes in the Philippines are 
still virgins in their 12th and 13th 
years. This even though they may 
have worked for 6 or 7 years by 
then. What a pedophile wants is 
not penetration even when a rela¬ 
tionship is nothing but a commer¬ 
cial transaction. In fact such deals 
are far less satisfying to a pedo¬ 
phile than corresponding ones in 
the normal adult world. Tender¬ 
ness and interaction is as much a 
part of adult-child sex, and it can’t 
be bought or extorted; it must be 
earned. Looking and touching 
probably takes care of 95% of sex 
between molester and molestee. 
The rest would likely be oral min¬ 
istrations—mostly by the molester 
on the molestee. Other activities 
do happen but are rather rare. 


A poor, homy child molester 
can get his weekly supply of sex by 
being allowed to give Sharon her 
bath. Let him get in the tub with 
her and he won’t bother you for a 
month. This is a very different 
drive than the one most people 
associate with "baby fuckers." 

At the very least we ought to 
get our facts straight and recog¬ 
nize incorrect stereotypes. Know 
that an adult who sexually assaults 
a child is no more typical of a 
pedophile who loves children and 
all aspects of childhood than an 
abusive husband is typical of mar¬ 
riage. Something ought to be done 
in both cases. What’s done with 
the former activity would result in 
the criminalization of marriage if 
extended to the latter. I wish peo¬ 
ple would think about it. 

Anonymous, (no city listed) 


Cover violent crime 

Dear friends at Anarchy, 

Please give serious thought to 
J’s suggestion of giving some theo¬ 
retical coverage to the problems of 
violent crime (letters section, An¬ 
archy #27). This is, after all, the 
single biggest objection that other¬ 
wise sympathetic people offer 
whendiscussingstateless/self-orga¬ 
nized society. 

We spend so much time and 
devote so many printed pages to 
promoting our own activities and 
publications but have failed to 
devote much space to such issues 
that deeply concern many people. 
Several yrs. ago I asked people 
through several publications to 
respond with some critical analyses 
of these problems without receiv¬ 
ing a single response. I cannot 
believe that this is so simple as to 
not warrant a response; perhaps 
everyone out there is stumped. 

So what about it Anarchy? You 
all know as well as I that there are 
tons of people out there willing to 
give their opinions if only asked 
for them. 

LA., Wroclaw, Poland 

[We'd be happy to host a discus¬ 
sion on anarchic approaches to 
crime. If people write on the subject 
I'll group the letters in a special 
discussion section of the letters 
pages.-Lev] 

Freedom & play 

Anarchy-Toni Otter, 

Wow! I love @ #27. Free the 
kids! YES! Especially Su Negrin’s 
"Ageism," 'They make you feel 
small..." by Wendy Ayotte, the 
"Child/adult sex: A continuum" & 
"The failure of sex-abuse (say no) 
education." I’ve been working on 
these areas for almost 20 yrs. now 
mostly at home, more free & safe 
there, naturally. Children have 
taught/shown me far more about 
freedom than adults. So most of 
my work is for parents—freedom 
& play is with kids, big & small. 

Germaine Greer exclaimed in 
her epic Sex & Destiny that 
children give more pleasure to us 
(adults) than sex! So I agree, but 
nature, massage, baths & medita¬ 
tion also give ecstatic feelings if 
we’re open to it. Children have 
whole body orgasms, rushes & 
flashes of the infinite that we 
adults have lost to go to school. A 
major freedom that I love & need 
is to cry, shout, laff or scream as 
needed now, as I work to help 
parents let their children let out 


Even more on the 

‘Children’s Sexuality" Issue 
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all those emotions humans natu¬ 
rally have. But civilized adults are 
normally soul-dead, live in their 
head & need much deep natural 
healing to be free or even let a 
child cry out its pain & laff wildly. 

Here are a few books that I 
love which aid kids-lib-now: 

The Natural Mind Andy Weil, 
MD. 

Children of the Green Earth 
(group & news), 307 N. 48th, 
Seattle, WA. 98103. (206) 781- 
0852 

The Hurried Child David 
Elkind 

Listen to Us The Childrens 
Express Bk. 

All books by John Holt on 
education 

The Throwaway Children Lisa 
A. Richette 

Our Endangered Children 
Vance Packard 

Childrens Liberation David 
Gottlieb 

4 Arguments for the Elimina¬ 
tion of TV Jerry Mander 

Stop! You’re Driving Me Crazy 
George Bach on psychological 
abuse 

Touching, Learning, Non-Ag¬ 
gress ion, & Growing Young Ash¬ 
ley Montagu 

Social-Equality Rudolf Drei- 
kurs 

Children of the Future Wilhelm 
Reich on sexual liberation for 
kids 

M.S., Pahoa, HI. 

Fucking with pigs 

Lev, 

...The only thing that I choose 
not to do is physically harm anoth¬ 
er person/or being unless it’s part 
of my survival chain. If it attacks 
me, I get out of its way—aikido is 
the thing when it comes to physi- 
cality, unless I decide it’s hack & 
slash. The only thing I really enjoy 
is writing & surviving. Let others 
do whatever the fuck they want. If 
they don’t learn from their mis¬ 
takes, hopefully I will—but shit, 
how’s this... 

Laughter is king, music is heav¬ 
en, art is all, fucking with shit is 
an art.... 

I wrote Bayou La Rose but got 
no reply, as with Live Wild or Die. 
Possessed has no known address, I 
got the letter back. 

How to fuck with the pigs and 
not get in trouble: 

Fill your car with garbage, but 
make sure that it’s all legal (no 
beer cans, no paraphernalia, etc.). 
Then drive around back streets 
really slow, prowling. When they 
stop you, tell them that you’re just 
wasting gas. They’ll search your 
car and waste their time trying to 
bust you while you explain that the 
gas you are burning is supporting 
our troops in the gulf. Why do I 
support them? As does Kim, I 
believe that we are only a part of 
the universe, and we can’t fuck all 
life beyond repair. So the war goes 
on, I kill the ozone. I want things 
to get really fucked—only the 
strongest will survive. If that’s 
cockroaches only, so be it. Entropy 
kicks ass, I can’t get arrested for 
anything but my appearance and 
best of all, they are the fools, 
cause I am in control. Then punch 
line. "Guy’s, I know you just wast¬ 
ed a lot of time here, so in the 
future ignore us punks and bust 
those business-suited legal exploi¬ 
tation heroin importers. Have a 


nice day." 

That’s my scene. I also like 
explosives and shit. Nobody gets 
hurt is my ideal. Fuck the 
rest of it. I don’t lie, and I don’t 
need to cause while I tell the 
truth, I make sure I am always 
covered. Without a contradiction 
in statement even Perry Mason 
can’t touch me. 

I’m a veteran of the army, at 
age 20, I’ve been on the street 
since I was 14, I’m a convicted 
felon and on a first name basis 
with fucking pigs from Colorado 
to Washington ...But I’ve learned 
from my mistakes and have stories 
from how the theft of Trident 
submarine microchips got me & 
another dozen guys aced from the 
service when we had nothing in 
common with the thief but a bar 
to the time I caught crabs and got 
arrested so I could be sprayed for 
free. I write some fiction, mostly 
harping on religion and I leave the 
politics to the politicians. Politics 
is the most incredibly stupid of all 
religions—it requires us to have 
faith in each other, but if we had 
that, there would be no problems, 
right? Ah! Hypocrisy runs deep. 
But that’s it for now. I’ll get you 
more stuff in the next couple 
weeks—I’ll expand the How to 
fuck with pigs and get off free and 
send it in next. What do you 
want? 

D., Kalama, WA. 

Anarchist television 

Dear Anarchy, 

It’s unfortunate that so many 
uneducated or close-minded peo¬ 
ple in society can’t or won’t learn 
much unless they’re watching TV. 
It’s much easier (and sometimes 
cheaper) to communicate ideas by 
television. As much as I dislike 
this form of media, I tend to want 
to use it to help spread informa¬ 
tion and ideas. 

Our group is currently begin¬ 
ning production on an anarchist 
television program to air on a 
cable TV "public access" channel. 
We are looking for any anarchist 
media in the form of video, or 
contacts to such materials. The 
completed programs will also be 
made available for others wishing 
to air them on their own cable TV 
public access channel. 

J.J./Section 13 
60C Skiff St. #489 
Hamden, CT. 06514 

Network directory 

To Autonomous people, Greens, 
and Anarchists, 

I am collecting information 
about the actions, protests, and 
activities of green and anarchist 
groups from around the globe. 
The end goal is to create a direc¬ 
tory of people with whom I and 
others can network and to print 
alternative articles on what is hap¬ 
pening in the world. I hope to 
learn and be able to show others 
that what the international con¬ 
glomerate government-influenced 
media reports is not all that hap¬ 
pens. 

Since the war between the USA 
and Iraq has started this exchange 
of information is even more cru¬ 
cial. All that I have heard or read 
is just small excerpts about unruly 
riots and so on. If the public, and 
other radical groups, were to know 
what was happening from the 


point of view of the activists, per¬ 
haps we could influence others to 
action. The least that will come of 
this will be an open exchange of 
information. Everyone sending 
information and the like will re¬ 
ceive the networking packet and 
copies of the articles. 

Please help fight the censored, 
capitalist media so that we can 
have a truly informed view of what 
is happening. Also, we need to 
know who to support in any way 
we can. 

Peace and Autonomy NOW! 

Greg Zobel 
c/o Youth Greens 
Henderson Box 60635 
Univ. of Oregon 
Eugene, OR. 97403-6006 

Best kids-lib news 

Hiya Ananhy-Lev, Toni & all, 

Itso greato C the "Free the 
Kids!" Ya hu for Youth-Lib. 
Thanx for 2 copies. Demolition 
was too heady bottled anger...#27 
was the best kids-lib newspaper 
I’ve ever seen in 20 yrs of alterna¬ 
tive work for freedom. Keep on, 
up yers! 

Love, 
Mycall Sunanda 
Kids-Ub News 
POB 830 
Pahoa, HI. 96778 

Change the name 

To whom it may concern, 

I read your magazine Anarchy 
#27 with some interest and I have 
a few thoughts. Firstly, I think the 
name should be something other 
than Anarchy, because to most 
people this sounds negative and 
people think of criminals having a 
free hand, however, if criminals 
get their way this is not "anarchy" 
but "criminalism." 

Secondly, if people were aware 
of the 16 "As we see it!" state¬ 
ments the numbers of subscribers 
would probably be in the millions. 

Point 3 is it would be nice to 
have this magazine bring together 
all freedom loving peoples such as 
libertarians, punkers, syndicalists, 
pacifists, decentralists, etc. Since 
there are merits and pitfalls to all 
these viewpoints. Libertarians are 
upset about business regulation for 
example, however libertarians 
often could care less about free¬ 
dom for working people, as a 
prime example. 

In conclusion, the people who 
run Anarchy are in my opinion 
their own "worst enemies," since 
face facts most people are frustrat¬ 
ed about the 55 mph speed limit 
being enforced in a remote area, 
where safety is not even a concern. 
The only reason the speed limit is 
enforced is because we have pow¬ 
er hungry politicians and cops. If 
there is a speed limit let us the 
people vote, not politicos. There 
are many other examples too nu¬ 
merous to mention. 

J.S., Euclid, OH. 

Prisoner viciously attacked 

Dear Anarchy, 

I am incarcerated in a life- 
threatening situation. I have 
pending litigation against the 
Wisconsin Prison Administrative 
Secretary at P.O. Box 7925, 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707. 

In 19841 was successful in prov¬ 
ing that prison guards viciously 


attacked my person in case Ervie 
Gray vs. Sgt. William Desjardins, 
Eastern District of Wisconsin, case 
87c-1058. 

Since my filing litigation I have 
been and am severely harassed, 
discriminated against, subjected to 
brutal corporal punishment for my 
judicial attempts. I’ve been beaten 
with clubs, hog-tied to beds, 
placed in cold cells naked for 3 
day periods, sprayed with mace 
and other potent chemical gasses, 
had good time credits usurped, 
property destroyed systematically, 
and framed with new criminal 


cases that keep me in prison today 
(State of Wisconsin vs. Ervie L. 
Gray 87CA494). 

I am denied phone calls, and 
visits from attorneys interested in 
helping my situation. When attor¬ 
neys come to the prison to inter¬ 
view myself, prison staff misled 
counsel by telling them I refuse to 
see them. Because of these coun¬ 
ter-judicial shenanigans, attorneys/ 
counsel discontinued representa¬ 
tion, and denied visits to clergy¬ 
man Khalid Walid at 1814 W. 
Fairmount Ave., Milwaukee, Wis- 
Continued on next page 


Poste Restante 

In a year or so you’ll be leaving 
this land where I will remain 
a more-or-less permanent expatriate 
or remittance-man 
or anyway a frequent tourist— 
the nation of children 

Perhaps then it will seem to you a backwater & you’ll be glad to 

renounce your citizenship—but now at 12 & a half you’re one 

of the aristocrats as we can tell from your sleek body almost 

plump with little breasts & stiff nipples, with love-handles & 

plush buttocks, smooth hairless legs and compulsive boners 

I study the native culture 

the video rituals, dialect, 

obsessions with smut & bodily functions 

words forbidden by those imperialist authorities 

the nuclear powers 

I import trade goods to ingratiate myself with the chieftains— 
toys, comics, money—smuggling them into a country which 
only exists in unguarded moments—the true interior—& 
bartering them for clandestine caresses—yes, a traitor to my 
race, a foreign agent of sorts, propagandist of an invisible 
liberation front 

Childhood is a Third World— 
your green eyes and red lips 
& winter-pale face, your arm 
around my shoulder as we wander 
through provinces created by Carl Barks, 

Robert Howard, George Herriman, Windsor McKay— 

I want to be the Bakunin of Childhood, the true internationalist, 
the Bernardo O’Higgins of your banana republic (bedroom & 
bath)—I want bronze equestrian statues of me erected in all the 
plazas of all the remote upriver jungle towns— 

& yet the revolution never comes— 
we pass messages back & forth 
so secret & cryptic I’m never sure 
they mean what they seem to say 
for who can decode glances & odors 
in a land where even language 
has been colonized? 

I yearn for you to seize power, to proclaim yourself generalissimo 
of the uprising, dictator of the fleeting moment—I’ll be the dupe 
of your rhetoric, I’ll come help harvest your sugarcane & write 
glowing articles for the Village Voice— 
your body becomes for me 
a whole planet with its own weathei— 

I long to analyze 
such exquisite meteorology 
but here I am stuck in orbit 
unable to launch 
a single probe 

Come with me to the Hollow Earth, to Pellucidar, the vast 
caverns of lost GondWanaland beneath the Antarctic ice—there 
we’ll glide & meander in black gondolas across glassy phospho¬ 
rescent lakes. There I’ll proclaim you despot & beg for your foot 
on my neck 

—When you call yourself "Devilspawn”, 

satanist, anarchist, we laugh 

but the words remain hovering in the air 

like the myths of a vanishing tribe- 

let me help you realize 

all the masturbation fantasies 

in which you might be a native prince 

& I the explorer you capture and mistreat 

with bites & pinches & savage demands 

for the fetishizing of your nakedness- 

soon, before it’s too late 

before our passports expire 

& banish us into the exile 

of civilization. 

Anonymous 
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Prisoner viciously attacked 

Continued from previous page 
consin 53209. 

When I leave my cell, lower 
level guards go into my cell and 
implant staples into my bed sheets 
and add acid-like chemicals to my 
skin & hair cosmetics that caused 
skin and scalp burn (and hair 
loss). My cell toilet is fixed so 
when flushed it overflows. 

Prison staff pretend they can 
not hear even when I shout. Then 
they encourage me to shout loud¬ 
er. 

Prisoners on various medica¬ 
tions or mentally "ill" are strategi¬ 
cally placed next door to me. 
These chemical-dependent prison¬ 
ers demonstrate "ill" conduct to¬ 
ward me, banging on my wall 
when I try to sleep and hollering 
my name or calling me degrading 
names for hours on end. 

Prominent gang members are all 
confident I have done something 
to one of their members and have 
promised physical trauma to my 
person. The conduct by these 
gangs is open, encouraged by the 
prison guards. 

These acts by the Wisconsin 
Prison are in concert with prison 
administrator Stephen E. Bablitch. 
These acts and decisions are retali¬ 
ation for litigation. 

I exhausted every prison avenue 
available to curtail these ongoing 
acts & decisions to no avail. I turn 
to you for help. It is wise to men¬ 
tion I reside in solitary segregation 
for years at a time. While in soli¬ 
tary segregation (hole) I must eat 
(or starve) the food the lower 
level guards feed me. 

I have developed multiple dis¬ 
eases and infections. I often ob¬ 
serve lower level guards adding 
excessive amount of substances in 
my food. When I refuse the food 
tray the tray is removed from the 
food cart. 

Since Dec. 5, 1990, my lower 
legs have swollen and have a 
numb sensation and the prison is 
using my food as a way to afflict 
psychosomatics. Every day this 
prison administration tries tena¬ 
ciously to mentally disfigure/intim¬ 
idate me. 

My days here are a psychologi¬ 
cal and biological warfare. I seek 
help; however, the dire counter¬ 
judicial shenanigans have nullified 
my efforts. 

Waupun Prison is rejoicing and 
boasting over the murders that 
they have committed. In 1983 
Waupun Prison had a riot. The 
Cuban prisoners played a signifi¬ 
cant role in the riot. All were 
judicially and physically punished. 
After receiving excessive sentenc¬ 
es, Spanish-speaking prisoners 
developed incurable diseases. In 
1984 a Cuban prisoner was found 
dead in cell 15. The dead prisoner 
was an alleged leader in the 1983 
riot. His body was sent to a pris¬ 
on-funded hospital which diag¬ 
nosed the murder as self-inflicted. 
The burial was speedily processed 
and the investigators were prison 
officials and their agents; thus, by 
this incident developed the "Wau¬ 
pun Prison 1984 Act". 

The "Waupun Prison 1984 Act" 
was again exercised on the murder 
of Tony Howard, who was serving 
a 3-year sentence, had a strong 
adolescent following, and rebelled 
against the inhumane prison con¬ 
dition. In March 1987 Waupun 


Prison guards murdered Tony 
Howard. The "Waupun Prison 
1984 Act" was applied. Tony How¬ 
ard was due release in 1988. 

Sept. 8,1990, Waupun Prison 
murdered another prisoner in cold 
blood, Mr. Donald Woods. The 
"Waupun Prison 1984 Act" was 
applied. There are so many wit¬ 
nesses to the death (like me), 
many courts summonses and law¬ 
yer petitions. From our outcry an 
outside lawyer investigated this 
situation. He has not brought out 
any new evidence, rather his activi¬ 
ty is socializing with the prison 
staff. 

I am told by prison guard Reg¬ 
gie Hummelmeir "when Woods’ 
situation dies down, you’re getting 
it...your number has come up; we’ll 
get you by food or like the others." 

It is threats like this that pre¬ 
ceded the murders I have just 
described. It is deeply appreciated 
if you and/or your readers write 
the undersigned, urging them to 
help me in this situation: Gretchen 
Miller, A.C.L.U., 207 E. Buffalo 
St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202, 
(414)272-4032/ Felmers O’Chaney, 
Pres, NAA.C.P, 2209 N. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53212, 
(414)263-1000/ Bob Bossie, 1020 
S. Wabash Ave. Suite 680, Chica¬ 
go, Illinois 60605,(312)427-4351/ 
Jalal-ud-Din Muslim, 1636 N. 14 th 
street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
53205. 

I am confident you will respond 
promptly. 

P.S. Reading material is scarce 
in solitary confinement. I would 
appreciate any reading material. I 
am indigent and unable to pay for 
the subscription. Peace. 

Very truly, 
Ervie L. Gray 
Waupun Corr. Institute 
P.O. Box 351 
Waupun, Wisconsin 53963 


Experimental visual art 

Dear Lev Chemyi, 

Hello, again, I’m sorry that I 
have taken so long to respond to 
your friendly reply to me. I’ve 
been very busy and forgot about 
your reply, and found it again. 

Anyway, I’m hoping your read¬ 
ership will respond positively to 
my visual aid advertisement that 
I’m enclosing with this letter to 
you, and that I’ll be able to find 
people who share my values as 
much as possible, to encourage me 
to maintain my values as much as 
possible, both personally, and 
business level. 

Basically, I’m searching for oth¬ 


er people who are very much in¬ 
terested in experimental fine visual 
art in the Surrealistic Fantasy vein, 
and try to encourage it, and pro¬ 
tect it as much as possible. 

I’m also searching for people 
who share interests in the other 
visual arts in the experimental 
vein, as well as other deep think¬ 
ing liberal values, for friendship 
and even possible love. 

I’m willing to offer a money 
reward if need be, to encourage 
other people to help me on a 
business level. 

I thank you for your valuable 
time and attention.... 

Sincerely, 
Larry Phillips 
709 S. West St, Apt.4 
Syracuse, NY. 13202 

East coast @ conference? 

Dear Anarchy, 

Enclosed are a few things to 
give you a microscopic picture of 
stuff going on around here. 

Most good people are out of 
town, either up at the Redwood 
campaign or the National Rain¬ 
bow. The struggle for freedom and 
civil rights in the streets over the 
Park [People’s Park] never ends. 

This week the UCPD are park¬ 
ing a police van and two foot 
soldiers in the park from morning 
to night. 

There will be a national con¬ 
gress of the homeless in Santa 
Cruz this week. 

Police have swept the San Jose 
area this week and the homeless in 
Civic Center, S.F. have been or¬ 
dered out ,by Thursday. A new 
shelter for 379 has been set up. 

There have been successful 
battles on the streets against neo- 
Nazi and racist skinheads. 

Why I am writing is that I am 
pissed that the East Coast anar¬ 
chists say they cannot host a na¬ 


tional conference. This is really 
lame. Also I hear the next confer¬ 
ence is in Mexico. What bullshit! 
All this means no gathering, no 
networking, educating, etc. for 
U.S. anarchists for three years. 
The East coast leaders and think¬ 
ers must be pushed for a national 
conference in 1991. 

I could go into long detail about 
how vital this is for everyone. I 
won’t. I hope Anarchy will. I also 
hope you will push the message to 
Lave and Rage and all the other 
publications who want to build a 
stronger base and movement for 
radical activism and ideals now. 

Tanx, 

M.S, Oakland, CA. 


More on the closing 
of Sabotage Books 

Dear Anarchy readers, 

In the November 1990 issue of 
Love <4 Rage, a letter appeared by 
Dave Lawrence which attempted 
to justify his authoritarian acts 
against our collective which led to 
the loss of Sabotage last July. 
Thus far, I have refrained from 
responding to the slanderous 
gossip that has cluttered the letters 
columns of the anarchist press 
because I did not believe that the 
closing of a neighborhood book¬ 
store warranted national discus¬ 
sion. Many ’zines carried short, 
relatively accurate, stories of the 
closing of Sabotage; I thought that 
would be it. Unfortunately, one 
side of the dispute felt compelled 
to write letters and pamphlets and 
send them all over the world in a 
desperate attempt to justify their 
actions. While the loss of Sabotage 
continues to sadden me, my 
conscience is clear, and I have 
gone forward to other efforts, such 
as stopping the war and support¬ 
ing G.I. resisters. 

Dave Lawrence’s letter in the 
November Lave A Rage disturbed 
me because it claims that I used 
"mob violence" to further my own 
ends in the dispute over the 
bookstore. Not only is this accusa¬ 
tion untrue, but it is an extremely 
dangerous charge to make about a 
political activist who is currently 
facing trial in New York Supreme 
Court on felony riot charges. I 
sent the following letter to Love A 
Rage, and Chris Day assured me 
that, in the interest of fair & 
objective journalism, he would 
print my letter. That was 3 months 
ago! 

I have now been informed that 
Lave A Rage is refusing to print 
my response to Dave Lawrence’s 
letter. By denying my right to 
defend myself from these danger¬ 
ous and outrageous lies, LAR has 
betrayed its responsibility to 
• objectively cover the anarchist 
scene in North America. In fad, 
LAR does not even cover the 
breadth of anarchist activity in 
NYC, limiting its coverage almost 
exclusively to AAA and those 
other few collectives which the 
paper considers to be "truly 
anarchist." Fuck vanguards! If we 
cannot have free speech in our 
anarchist paper, let us have none 
at all! 

The following letter was sent to 
LAR. Thankfully, the editors of 
Anarchy are not vanguardists! 

Having worked with Dave as a 
member of the Sabotage collec¬ 
tive, I have first hand experience 
as to the narrowness of his ideas. 
It does not, therefore surprise me 
to read how he has twisted my 
words so as to accuse me of being 
violent. I have only been familiar 
with anarchist ideas and its rich 
tradition of heroes for a relatively 
short time given my 20 years as an 
organizer and activist. It was very 
disappointing for me to find out 
that anarchists have their own 
share of sectarians and manipula¬ 
tors of the truth. However, I am 
amazed at how someone who has 
shown such disloyalty to the prin¬ 
ciples of anarchism continues to 
be accepted in certain anarchist 
circles. 

Dave Lawrence not only made 
deals with our oppressor, but he 
handed over the space where we 


met, planned actions, made con¬ 
tacts, wrote flyers, etc. lock stock 
and file cabinet to the police! 
When we opened up in Sept. ’89, 
the landlady tried to take us to 
court for flying a black flag in 
front of our store. 'That woman 
makes me sick," is what Dave 
would say when she came in. 10 
months later they were shaking 
hands on a deal that put New 
York’s only anarchist bookstore 
and organizing center out on the 
street. 

He accepted $850 for the plea¬ 
sure of it. I saw the look of smug 
satisfaction on the faces of Dave’s 
little faction as the cops ordered 
that our belongings be thrown out 
onto the sidewalk. As the awful 
news spread around the neighbor¬ 
hood I watched dozens of people 
staring through tears and disbelief. 

I remember how one of our 
friends showed up with a camera, 
and we all took turns standing in 
front of our beloved Sabotage, 
having our picture taken. Two of 
Dave’s associates cackled among 
themselves, "Look at those morons 
taking pictures!" They reveled in 
self-satisfaction for having success¬ 
fully rid their anarchist milieu of 
such common boors. Their snob¬ 
bish contempt turned my stomach 
and tempted me to act in the 
philistine manner they were ex¬ 
pecting of someone who they con¬ 
sidered to be so obviously beneath 
them, but I calmed myself with the 
sure knowledge that our princi¬ 
pled, people oriented politics 
would prevail. Parochial, pseudo¬ 
intellectual elites are condemned 
to meet the same fate as hula 
hoops and pet rocks. 

No doubt they will continue 
their lies and distortions about 
how the status of my membership 
on the collective was what divided 
us, but I know that it was this type 
of unyielding insensitivity and pa¬ 
tronizing attitudes that did Sabo¬ 
tage in. Arguments that should 
have been political, degenerated 
into name-calling and personal 
attacks. So they will tell you that I 
quit the collective over my support 
for Nelson Mandela. This is not 
true. I just couldn’t sit in the same 
room with people who consider 
remarks like, "You support Nelson 
Mandela because you’re both 
commie fascist dictators" as an 
appropriate political response. 

I was also really beginning to 
lose my patience over the growing 
disrespect and rude behavior cer¬ 
tain members of the collective 
were showing to homeless friends 
and comrades of ours from Tomp¬ 
kins Square Park. These collective 
members, who prided themselves 
for their excellent interpretations 
of anarchist theory could show 
only contempt for brothers and 
sisters we had been fighting along¬ 
side for years. They made up lists 
of people who were BANNED 
from the store. They took up wea¬ 
pons and threatened several of our 
friends from the park with vio¬ 
lence if they so much as walked 
into the store, even though they 
claim to be pacifists. The decisions 
to BAN these people were not 
made collectively. They didn’t care 
about the collective process; they 
just wanted this scum out of their 
store! 

This blatant disregard f or collec¬ 
tive process was evident in the 
decision to vote out the over half 
of the collective that disagreed 
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Gearing up for war 

Somes of the reasons for going to war 
To refocus people's attention away from domestic problems - 
?o increase tv ratings. | 



To make news programming more 



To increase oil companies short term and long term 



Co field test new 



To reaffirm people's confidence in sophisticated mili tary w eapons.; 
restart the Star Wars program. 



|To stimulate the U.S. economy through increased deficit spending. W 1 


h' 


I To create a scapegoat for the recession 


■To continue the militarization of the U.S. econ omy 

'To eliminate the peace dividend. 

' ''"• f .^ 

create a new enemy and to increase fear and hatred of outsiders. 
To increase fear and hatred of the U.S. among the world's citizens! 
increase the role and power of the FBI and the CIA. 1 


To obtain popular support for financial aid_to Israel, i 
To create more profitable allied rel atio n ships. 


i f* mu Wk-- 'BCT -<* ' — 11 . ... ^ 

r To reduce social program expenses through selective population reductions.] g 




To reestablish the military draft. 

To unify the country along the conservative Republican axis. 


To prove to the world that He is not 


with Dave and his cohorts and 
change the locks on the gate of 
the store. There is no denying that 
there was a serious rift in the 
bookstore collective, but we came 
to what was to be the last meeting 
of the Sabotage collective with 
concrete proposals which would 
have allowed Sabotage to contin¬ 
ue. Dave & Co. stonewalled any 
discussion of our proposals until 
1AM when the meeting was ad¬ 
journed. We intended to continue 
the discussion until a resolution of 
the immediate problems was 
reached, but Dave & Co. had no 
intention of resolving the conflict. 
They had their new locks in readi¬ 
ness, and the minute we walked 
out into the early morning air, 
they voted us off the collective and 
locked us out of our bookstore. 

Dave boldly laughed in the face 
of our friends the morning after 
the lock-out, calling his action a 
coup d’etat!? They white-washed 
over the Sabotage sign I had 
painted out front, took all the 
books off the shelves and covered 
the window with newspaper. When 
I asked when I would be getting 
ny copy of the key to the new 
lock, they told me, "We’re never 
letting you back in there!" The 
glue was put in the lock as a direct 
response to their destruction of 
the Sabotage sign, my artwork. I 
offered a trade of several items of 
their personal property for the two 
things in the store that I was not 
prepared to part with, and then, (I 
will tell you the truth because I 
am not ashamed) I sat alone in 
the park with a 40 ounce bottle of 
beer and cried. Some friends 
found me, and asked me what’s 
up. I told them, and they said, 
"Lori, it’s not like you to quit!” 
"What am I supposed to do, 
they’ve got me locked out?” My 
friends left, and when they came 
back a few minutes later there 
were 40-50 people standing in 
front of me. "Lori, we’re squatters, 
we break locks!" said one as he 
showed off his new bolt cutters to 
me. Dave’s friends were locked in 
the bookstore for over six hours, 
but no one would come to help 
them, no matter how they asked. I 
didn’t ask anybody to help me get 
back into Sabotage. People helped 
because they loved our bookstore, 
and they were not about to stand 
by and let these assholes take it 
from them. 

We went over to the bookstore, 
cut the lock, and told them to 
leave. One of them took a swing 
at us, so we picked him up and 
carried him out. An hour later 
Dave showed up. We told him 
that we still wanted him to be 
involved with the store, but he 
would have to apologize for lock¬ 
ing us out. He said he was not 
interested in continuing with the 
collective and that he would make 
arrangements to transfer the lease 
to us. The next day, he went be¬ 
hind our back and sold out Sabo¬ 
tage to the landlord. The editor of 
LAR, Chris Day, was on hand for 
all of this. I remember asking hem 
what he thought of our actions as 
we ripped the newspaper out of 
the window and cleaned the white 
wash off the Sabotage sign out 
front. "Very impressive!" he said as 
he smiled; "I’m waiting to see 
which side comes out on top.” 

I had hoped that Chris Day 
would retain the neutrality he 
professed that night. However, by 


consenting to print a letter which 
accuses me of leading a violent 
mob on the bookstore, he is 
spreading a very dangerous lie 
about me, one which he knows is 
untrue! I am presently facing up to 
seven years in jail on felony riot 
charges stemming from the MAY- 
DAY 1990 pig riot in Tompkins 
Square Park. 29 of us were arrest¬ 
ed that night for defending our¬ 
selves against a violent mob of 
police who ran up on us in the last 
moments of a four-day anarchist 
music festival. Rather than offer¬ 
ing us their support, many of our 
so-called anarchist comrades have 
backed up the police lies that we 
initiated the violence. In fact, it 
wouldn’t surprise me if Dave’s 
letter in LAR will be brought in as 
evidence against me. How could 
an anarchist newspaper allow itself 
to be used to prosecute other 
anarchists? 

Chris Day doesn’t seem the 
least bit uncomfortable with 
Dave’s actions. Dave has been 
invited onto the LAR production 
collective. The self-same person 
who has denied anarchists in New 
York City a space to meet at a 
time when we face our most seri¬ 
ous attacks is a trusted member of 
Autonomous Anarchist Action 
(AAA). Dave was even allowed to 
carry the AAA banner at the Oc¬ 
tober 20th anti-war demo. There 
are anarchists who are refusing to 
work with AAA as long as Dave 
continues to be allowed to partici¬ 
pate. Chris Day defends his friend, 
Dave, and by doing so he is fur¬ 
ther perpetuating a split among 
New York anarchists. 

Few will be surprised to find 
out that AAA is not all it’s hyped 
up to be in LAR. Women who 
witnessed their "clinic defense" at 
an abortion clinic last spring found 
their behavior offensive, and when 
they complained that AAA was 
causing more stress to the women 
who were trying to get into the 
clinic than the right21ifers, mem¬ 
bers of AAA accused the women 
of not being militant enough. 
Then again, when a cop tried to 
bust me on October 20th for re¬ 
fusing to surrender the black flag 
on a bamboo pole I was carrying 
at the demo, (the pigs tried to 
take away every flag or banner 
that wasn’t on a cardboard pole), 
I appealed to Chris and members 
of AAA to help me out, but they 
turned their backs and ignored 
me. (Do we have to be "politically 
correct" before we can expect 
AAA to watch our back?) Finally, 
I broke loose from the cop’s grip 
and ran, with my flagpole, into the 
middle of a union contingent. 
They kept me covered until the 
cops stopped looking for me. (I 
had to laugh when I later read the 
leaflet AAA was handing out at 
the demo calling for all us anar¬ 
chists to unify with all progressive 
forces in the effort to stop the 
war.) The question being asked by 
many of us who attended the 
Without Borders 1989 anarchist 
conference in San Francisco 
(where LAR was bom) is, when 
was it decided that LAcR was to be 
the official organ of AAA? 

Emma Goldman once attacked 
Johann Most with a whip on the 
stage of the Great Hall of Cooper 
Union for his lies and distortions 
of Alexander Berkman’s brave 
attempt on the life of Boss Frick. 
It was hard enough on her to 


withstand the imprisonment of her 
trusted comrade, but hearing oth¬ 
ers vilify him and besmirch his 
good name was more than she 
could bear. No doubt, there were 
those who interpreted this as an 
irrational, violent outburst typical 


of a woman. Those who knew 
Emma Goldman, however, knew 
that she lashed out at Most be¬ 
cause she loved the truth and 
hated liars. As anarchists, we 
should concern ourselves more 
with the truth and less with what 


a wimp. Associated Press 

others think about us. As Malcolm 
X often said, "If you’re afraid to 
tell the truth then you don’t even 
deserve freedom!" 

We, anarchists on the Lower 
East Side continue to struggle for 
Continued on next page 
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treatment of its citizens. And in Kuwait the 
torture and imprisonment of people by the 
Kuwaiti rulers for their political and religious 
views has been cited by Amnesty International. 
And Kuwaiti women have no political voice at 
all. So it should be clear "our” troops are not 
over there to selflessly defend democracy. 
Have you taken a long view of this and 
thought about why, as hated as Saddam 
Hussein is hated by Arab people, the United 
States government is hated even more? What 
has the mass destruction of Iraq and parts of 
Kuwait gained the Unites States government 
besides the hatred of millions of Arabs? The 
American state seeks one major objective—the 
power to control the people and resources of 
the region to make a self-serving few richer 
and more powerful. 


For all the sloganeering and corporate 
prayers ("God bless our troops"), the body 
bags are just so much trash to those who have 
positioned for the spoils of victory. 

Recently in the Village Voice Ann Patchett 
cited this stanza of a poem by Wilfred Owen. 

In all my dreams before my helpless sight, 

He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning. 

If in some smothering dreams you too could pace, 
Behind the wagon that we flung him in, 

And watch the white eyes writhing in his face. 

His hanging face, like a devil’s sick of sin; 

If you could hear at every jolt the blood 
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs, 
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud 
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues- 

My friend, you would not tell with such high zest 
To children ardent, for some desperate glory, 

The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est 
Pm patria mori. 
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lour land and our freedom. We 
lave no room for narrow minds or 
wills. Away with all pests! 
Power to the People! 

Lori Rizzo, New York, NY. 

/ideo support harassed 

Early morning commute traffic 
disrupted on January 28th, 
1991, as nine activists chained 
hemselves to two Bay Area Rapid 
ransit (BART) trains at Embar- 
cadero station. The well rehearsed 
direct action was engineered by 
Ball and Chain, an affinity group 
formed to demand that AIDS be 
declared a national disaster and 
that it be treated in the same 
context as an earthquake. This 
event was taken as part of a city 
wide demonstration formulated by 
Aids Coalition To Unleash Power 
(ACT-UP) to call attention to the 
desperate need for health care 
especially in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. The nine member group 
were each subsequently charged 
with two felonies and two misde¬ 
meanors including a conspiracy 
charge. 

A tenth person was also arrest¬ 
ed and charged with interfering 
with a police officer. He has been 
identified as Michael Lee, a mem¬ 
ber of Acts of Resistance video 
production group which was pro¬ 
viding video support. At the time 
of his arrest the suspect was ob¬ 
served recording the event for 
possible video feeds to corporate 
broadcast establishments. An as 
yet unidentified BART police 
officer removed him from the 
train and immediately placed the 
suspect under arrest. At no time 
did the suspect appear to be part 
of the demonstration, acting in¬ 
stead in a manner consistent with 
a support person and a member of 
the news establishment. At the 
time of his arrest, the police de¬ 
clared all of the video equipment 
including the tape evidence of a 
crime and seized it. "I was there 
simply as a support person and not 
directly involved with the action" 
Mr. Lee stated upon his release 
from custody. He went on to say, 
"While I may personally agree with 
the action and the need for taking 
it, my whole role was as a video- 
grapher protecting people and not 
as an activist trying to shut down 
the system." 

This latest arrest and seizure of 
equipment is indicative of a covert 
campaign to intimidate and limit 
independent video people from 
providing a crucial element of 
support work. It is this same type 
of support which has proven that 
the San Francisco Police Depart¬ 
ment and other law enforcement 
agencies are totally out of control. 
Recently Electric City provided 
videotape of an October 6th dem¬ 
onstration which helped to free 
several defendants. 

Denying access to this seized 
equipment effectively limits if not 
stops Michael Lee, Acts of Resis¬ 
tance, and the community at large 
to create alternative media/video 
support for political activists. If 
this equipment is not replaced, a 
valuable resource and continued 
defense of activists is lost. The 
only foreseeable outcome of the 
current situation is the continued 
intimidation both physical and 
psychological by the authorities, of 
those who demand change. 


Acts of Resistance has issued a 
Continental wide campaign for 
funds to replace equipment. For a 
price of a coffee and danish, you 
can help in the continued defense 
of activists who dare to take direct 
action. 

Acts of Resistance 
537 Jones #1584 
San Francisco, CA. 94102 
(415)931-6244 

Memory Hole gone; 
Anarchist activist jailed 

Friends, 

Our anarchist bookstore in Syra¬ 
cuse, NY. is no longer in opera¬ 
tion, and should be removed from 
your distributor lists (Memory 
Hole Bookstore, 122 Trinity Place, 
Syracuse, NY. 13210). 

Our Post Office box remains 
open and is being used by local 
activists for Big Mountain support 
and Rainbow Family organizing 
(Alternative Info. Network, POB 
906, University Sta., Syracuse, NY. 
13210). 

I was the primary organizer of 
the bookstore, and publisher of 
(R)Evolution magazine in the mid- 
1980s. In October I was caught in 
a police sting operation and arrest¬ 
ed on charges of "sale of a con¬ 
trolled substance." I am presently 
incarcerated, awaiting trial, being 
held in lieu of $50,000 bail. I am 
facing a possible life sentence on 
the charges lodged against me. 

I have been active in anarchist, 
anti-war, and counter-cultural 
efforts since the 1960s. In recent 
years I took part in organizing for 
the Chicago ’86 and Minneapolis 
’87 continental gatherings, regional 
@ gatherings, Big Mountain sup¬ 
port group activities, and anti¬ 
prohibition actions. 

A 1988 issue of Fifth Estate 
published a photo of my arrest in 
Minneapolis during the "war chest 
tour" demonstration. (I mention 
this for those who may recognize 
me by sight but not by name.) The 
photo shows me being handcuffed, 
bent over the hood of a police car. 

A local lawyer has volunteered 
to represent me in court, but he 
seems to have little hope of being 
able to do much in my defense. A 
local group has been trying to 
organize a benefit concert to raise 
defense funds—there are bands 
willing to play, but they have been 
unable to get a place to hold the 
event. (If anyone can help, you 
can get in touch by writing to 
Morgan, in care of our PO box 
address.) 

I welcome correspondence from 
anyone who would like to write. 

In revolutionary solidarity, 
Dale R. Gowin, Elmira, NY. 

Addendum: 

Hello. I hope this reaches you 
before the Feb. 15 deadline. The 
cops have confiscated all my books 
and papers, including your PO box 
#, so I am counting on my sister 
to remail this letter to you. 

I received the Winter issue at 
the County Jail. It was much ap¬ 
preciated. 

I have been convicted of "con¬ 
spiracy" and sentenced to 6-12 
years in the N.Y. State Prisons. 

I was transferred on Monday, 
Feb. 4 to the Elmira Prison, which 
is being used as the "reception 
center" for state prisoners. Offi¬ 
cially I should be here for 6-8 
weeks before transfer to another 
prison, but some folks I’ve talked 
to have been here much longer— 


ALL NATIONS 


If we are going to insist on maintaining a state we 
can obey, then we have to breed children who will die 
for it. So quit whining. 


Eleutherians Autonomous (POB 2265, Albany, NY. 12220). 


ARE YOU READY TO DIE 
FOR TIE FUTURE OF AN ILLUSION? 


over a year in one case. 

If possible please add this infor¬ 
mation to my previous letter.... 
Many thanks. 

In Solidarity, 
Dale R. Gowin #91-B-0209 
Elmira Correctional Facility 
POB 500 
Elmira, NY. 14902 

Order of the Flame 

Dear @, 

As a member of a Satanic 
Church, I truly realize the frustra¬ 
tion the zog’s give us. I also 
realize that everybody should be 
allowed to do their own thing. 
Alas, that is not what zog thinks, 
so we are all forced to succumb to 
his every whim! But out of the 


darkness & from under the rocks 
emerge more people every day 
who dare to speak their minds. I 
am one of these, and was over¬ 
joyed to see so many more like me 
in your mag. 

I am currently a P.O.W. at 
F.C.I. Oxford, Wis. The reason 
that I’m writing is I could sure use 
a favor. Could you run this letter 
as is, as I am trying to locate 
members of the Order of the 
Flame who I have not heard from 
since my incarceration. Guy’s, if 
you read this, the Plan is now in 
effect. Those interested, but not 
knowing what the hell I’m talking 
about, can write to: Order of the 
Flame, c/o Robert Carson, 157A 
Box 3, East Berne, NY. 12059. (5 


bucks for literature, newsletter, 
info, etc.; SASE if you just want to 
know what I’m talking about!) 
Members, the time is now, do not 
let my situation stall the plan. I’ll 
see you all next November. 

Thanks guys, and keep up your 
good work. 

Robert Carson, Oxford, WI. 

Ps. Could you guys also include 
me on your contact network? 

[Note: As I've said before, we’d 
like to get more than just simple 
requests to be listed in the Anarchy 
Contact Network. Those interested 
need to let us know why they want to 
be listed, and let us know in what 
way they consider themselves part of 
the anti-ideological current we’d like 
to help constitute. -Lev] 
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